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INTRODUCTION. 


Century, and the judicious Manner in which it has 

been applied to explain the Nature and Laws of the 

Animal Oeconomy, have been productive, upon many Occa- 
fions, of the moſt deſirable Conſequences. 

THE very learned Lord Verulam * long ago urged the Ne- 
ceſſity of extending the Uſe of Anatomy beyond the ſimple 
Inveſtigation of the Structure of the Human Body: It ap- 
peared to him a Matter of Conſequence, that the Variety of 
Appearances in different Bodies ſhould be particularly taken 
Notice of, and the Alterations and Effects produced by Diſ- 
eaſes be remarked with Care and Diligence. 

SUCCEEDING Ages approved his Maxims,. and the Exa- 

- mination of morbid Bodies, as appearing moſt conducive to 
this Purpoſe, has been purſued with the greateſt Induſtry 

and Succeſs. Of this enctius, Bonetus, and of late Mor- 
gagni, afford the moſt ample Teſtimonies. Hence we have 
been made acquainted with the Cauſe of many Phænomena 
in Diſeaſes, which were before deemed inexplicable; and 
upon ſeveral Occaſions been ſo happy, if not to recover, at 


Fe E Advances which Anatomy has made this laſt 


De Augment. Scient. 


leaſt 
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leaſt to relieve, Patients, whoſe Caſes would my” have 
been ſuppoſed beyond the Reach of human Aſſiſtance. 

Bur though the Advantages of theſe uſeful Inquiries ma- 
nifeſt themſelves in ſo remarkable a Manner, we frequently 
meet with Interruptions in ſuch Purſuits: The Friends of 
the Deceaſed interpoſe, and from a ſuperſtitious Reſpect or 
miſtaken Tenderneſs, obſtruct our Intentions. What a 
Loſs this falſe Delicacy muſt have occaſioned to an Art, 
where no Opportunity ſhould be ſuffered to paſs unnoticed, 
muſt be too obvious to every one; and is a ſufficient 
Reaſon why we ſhould embrace every Opportunity which the 
more ſenſible and diſcerning are ready to grant us. 

Ix the Courſe of ſuch Inquiries many Diſeaſes will 
occur, which from their particular Nature, - Situation, and 
Connections, muſt have been abſolutely incurable ; yet even 
from ſuch we may reap Advantage, ſince by being made. ac- 
quainted with the original Cauſe, we may- collect ſufficient 
Hints how to attack the Diſeaſe with more Propriety in an 
early State ; and in an advanced one, though incurable, may 
be better enabled to form our Prognoſtic in a certain and ſa- 
tisfactory Manner. 

Sven Inquiries however muſt be purſued ape proper Re- 
frictions, and we ſhould with Caution draw our Conclu- 
Gons when we obſerve Parts in a morbid Condition, which 
we had no Reaſon to ſuſpect to be diſeaſed from the Symptoms 
or Complaints which aroſe during the Patient's Illneſs. Some 
may perhaps be produced in Articulo Mortis; and others may 
have been the Effect of a former Diſeaſe, which Nature or 
Strength of Conſtitution at that Time happily overcame. 
Hence we ſhould endeavour minutely to acquaint ourſelves 


with 
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with the Riſe and Progreſs, Effects and Symptoms, of the- 


Diſeaſe during the Patient's Illneſs, that by conſidering them 
with the Conſequences produced upon the Animal Oeconomy, 


we may fix the Nature of the Diſeaſe upon true and juſt 


Principles. An Inattention in this Reſpe& has frequently 
confounded and miſtaken Effects for Cauſes, and aſcribed 


Appearances to Complaints they were no ways concerned or 
. connected with. | 


FuLLy perſuaded of the great Uſefulneſs of Anatomical 


Inveſtigations in the morbid Body, I have taken every Op- 


portunity which has offered for that Purpoſe, and for the 
ſame Reaſon have not ſcrupled to publiſh the following Obſer-- 
vations, related with the ſtricteſt Regard to Truth. My ſole 
Intention has been the Diſcharge of a Duty, which I think: 


every Man owes to the Public and to his Profeſſion, whereby 


he may contribute in the leaſt either to the Benefit. of the one. 


or the Improvement of the other. 
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77 in the Note, for, Inaugurel, cad, Inaugural. 


89 

95 
105 
116 
116 
117 
123 


E R * E ©. 
Line | 
2 Por, the ſecond and third Rib, read, ſecond and third of the true Ribs. 
125 Yer, conderably, read, conſiderably. 
7 for, upon, read, in. 
. 8 gor, though for a ſhort Time, read, though it had been for a ſhort Time. 
13 for, Marchelli, read, Marchetti. 
7 diele, as. 
3 for, ſubtiliſſimoram, read, ſubtiliſſimorum. 
27 for, reſtrained, read, retained. 


4 of the Notes, read, there are a great Number, 
5 for, gelatinous, read glutinous, 
6s after Hip put a Comma, 
4 For, habit, read habet. 
27 for, ex carni, read, excarni. 
8 of the Note, between Fat and Membranes, put a Comma. 
22 for, in the Scrobiculus, read, at the Scrobiculus. 


244 ſecond Reference, ſee a remarkable Caſe in Pouteau's Melanges de Chirurgie, Pe 135, 
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PATHOLOGICAL 


Inquiries and Obſervations. 


C, HA Pi 
Fractured Ribs attended with an Emplyſema. 


| N Saturday December 29, 1764, J was called to a 
poor Fellow, who had juſt received a violent Con- 
O tuſion on his Side, as was ſuppoſed, from the End 
of a Shaft of a Waggon. He was then tormented with 
a conſtant Cough; and, after many ineffectual Efforts, 
brought up a frothy Diſcharge lightly tinctured with Blood, 
ſeemed in the greateſt Agonies, and under a conſtant Appear- 
ance and Danger of Suffocation. His Pulſe beat very irregu- 
larly, and ſometimes was ſcarcely to be felt ; his Face appear- 
ed very livid, and when he was ſenſible, which was only now 
and then, he complained of a violent Pain in his Head. 
Upon examining the injured Part I found a conſiderable, and 
at that Time rather circumſcribed, Tumour, about two Fin- 
gers' Breadth from the Spine, which, upon every Effort to 
cough, felt very tenſe, and afforded a Noiſe like the Colliſion 
| | B | of 


2 PATHOLOGICAL INQUIRIES. 


him. Upon opening a Vein by a large Orifice he bled freely 
to about five Ounces, which then ſtopping almoſt at once he 
fainted away, and his Pulfe could with Difficulty be perceiv- 
ed. | | | 
CoNnCLUDING that his Lungs were wounded, and in all 


Probability by a fractured Rib, JI attempted to paſs a Roller 


wet with Brandy and Vinegar over the injured Part, as well 
to prevent the Diſcharge of Air into the external Cellular 


Membrane, which I then obſerved began to grow very em- 


phyſematous, as to confine the Motion of the Thorax, and in 
ſome Degree to diminiſh the Violence of his Pain. This he 
could by no means ſuffer, and cried out, that if we bound 
him ſo tight he ſhould burſt. I then made a ſtrong Compreſ- 


fion with my Hand only, which, by his Complaints, I found, 


affected him in a ſimilar Manner. —Imagining the only Relief 
we could afford him, as he now was: become highly emphy- 
ſematous all over his Back and upon his Breaſt, would be to 
diſcharge the Air by Scarifications, I made one an Inch and a 
Half long, juſt above the injured Part, and another upon the 


Diviſion between both Pectoral Muſcles; I then began to 


ſtroke the Skin towards the Incifions, and found the Air diſ- 
charge itſelf freely, with a puffing, hiſſing Noiſe : This we 
were obliged to continue doing for ſome conſiderable Time, as 
he {till filled in a remarkable Degree, during each Fit of Cough- 
ing, which returning ſo very frequently ſcarcely afforded Time 

for an Intermiſſion of our Labour. | 
As he complained of a moſt violent Pain in his Head, I bled 
him again, and after we had caught about Ten Ounces, it 
ſtopt as before, and he fainted, When he revived, he ſeemed 
| | ſome- 
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ſomewhat relieved, and his Pulſe beat more regularly. His 


Cough, however, continued ſtill very troubleſome ; and tho 


we could reduce the Swellings, during the Intervals of his 
Coughing, yet, whenever the Cough returned, he became as 


much ſwoln as before. In this Manner he paſſed the ſucceed- | 


ing Night ; and, as often as he filled, the Air was, by the ten- 
der Care and Diligence of his F ellow-ſervants, — diſ- 
charged. 

TowaRDs the Morning, the Pain in his Head ſeemed much 


more tolerable; and his Cough not returning ſo often, he 


ſwelled but little. In the Evening he began filling again; and 
as the firſt Inciſions, by being ſomewhat infflamed, were now 
prevented from emitting the Air, I made ſome more on the Back 
as well as on the Pectoral Muſcles, which anſwered as the for- 
mer. The ſucceeding Night he paſſed pretty eaſily; his 
Breathing was not quite ſo troubleſome, and he got ſome 
Sleep. The Noiſe as well as Tumour on the injured Part was 
much leſs perceptible; and he took, what was offered him, 


5 readily, and with Eaſe. 


On the ſecond Morning, he complained of a moſt violent 
Pain in his Neck and Throat: I imagined it might proceed 


from an incipient Inflammation of the Pleura, and therefore 


took away Twelve Ounces more of Blood, which appeared 


very florid, and of a much thinner Conſiſtence than at firſt. 
He had all along taken freely of a pectoral Emulſion, and the 
laxative Medicines ordered for him anſwered to our Wiſhes. 
The Pain in his Neck, however, ſtill continued with equal 


Violence, and he became particularly reſtleſs. He ſweated 


conſiderably, yet complained of being exceſſively cold. The 
Cough became as troubleſome as ever ; and the Noiſe, as well 
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as Tumour at the injured Part, returned to the ſame State 


as at firſt, The Scarifications now anſwered but for a little 
Time, and reduced me to the Neceſſity of repeating them of- 
ten, to conquer the Swellings, which otherwiſe gained Ground 
upon us conſiderably. His Caſe now appeared. deſperate. I 
expected every Moment he would be ſuffocated. His Pulſe 
became very quick ; but, tho' he now and then ſeemed expir- 
ing, it ſtill retained near the ſame Degree of Strength. 
BIN obliged to leave him about Ten o'Clock, I concluded 
he could not poſſibly ſurvive that Night; but, to my great Sur- 
prize the next Morning, I found him, as theAttendants ſuppoſed, 


much better in every reſpect, and lying upon the Bed. 


Bur obſerving, upon Examination, his Pulſe much more 


languid and ſmall, that he ſweated profuſely, and that his 


Cough was ſeldom troubleſome to him.; I concluded this-Ap- 
pearance of Eaſe proceeded rather from a Degree of Inſenſibi- 
lity, than from any Relief of his Complaints, and that he 
could not poſſibly live much longer. Returning, therefore, 
about Three Hours afterwards, I found him 7 extremis, 
ſweating moſt profuſely, at the ſame Time that his Hands and 
Feet were quite cold, his Pulſe ſcarcely to be felt, and his 
Breathing very ſhort and laborious. 

Tno' his Fits of Coughing were now returned again and 
become much more conſtant and violent than ever, he neither 
expectorated nor filled with Wind as before; when, all of a 
ſudden, inclining his Head backwards, and opening his Mouth, 


as it were for the Admiſſion of more Air than uſual, his 


Breathing became much more difficult and interrupted, and he 


appeared inſenſible in every Reſpect. In this State he conti- 


nued about a Quarter of an Hour, and then died, 
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Upon examining the Thorax after his Deceaſe, we found 
the ſecond and third. Rib, reckoning from below upwards, 
fractured obliquely, ſo as to form very ſharp Points, within 


Two Finger's Breadth of their Junction with the Vertebre ; 


which, however, could not be felt when the Man was alive, 


as well from the Air particularly collected in the Cellular 


Membrane of that Part, as from a pappy Enlargement of the 
Sacrolumbalis and Longiſſimus Dorſi Muſcles, under which the 
Fracture immediately lay. Through the Intercoſtals and 
Pleura was an Aperture, that would readily admit my Finger 


to paſs into the Cavity of the Thorax, and in the Lungs ap- 
peared a Wound, which, by forcing the third Rib ſtrongly 


down, exactly anſwered it both in Size and Situation. The 
Lungs above the Wound ſeemed of a natural Appearance, but 
below looked livid, and, upon being divided, rather more com- 


pact than uſual. There did not appear the leaſt Extravaſation of 


Blood or Serum in the Cavity of the Thorax; nor could I ob- 
ſerve the Pleura at all inflamed throughout its whole Extent. 
The Heart and Lungs in the oppoſite or Left Side continued in 
a very ſound State ; except that both Auricles and Ventricles 
were overcharged with Blood, and the Coronary Veſſels ap- 
peared præternaturally full and turgid ; but neither within the 


Cavity of the Thorax or Abdomen did there appear the leaſt 


Emphyſema, tho' the Cellular Membrane under the Integu- 
ments {till felt crackly as when alive. 


ag — been ſuppoſed that, in thoſe Inſtances where 


the Lungs have been wounded by a fractured Rib without any 


external Opening through the Integuments, the Death of the 
unhappy Sufferer is produced by the Entrance of the Air into 
the Cellular Membrane of the Lungs, which it renders em- 

phyſematous 
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phyſematous in the ſame Manner as the Cellular Membrane of 
the external Parts. Hence Reſpiration becomes * 
| and the Patient dies, as it were, Peripneumonic. 
EE; Bur that this is not always the Caſe, the preſent W 
affords an evident Proof; wherein, tho' the Termination was 
| fatal, yet neither the Lungs, nor indeed any of the internal 
Parts, were in the leaſt Emphyſematous. 

Pays10LoG1sTs ſeem in general to agree, that Reſpiration, 
and a due Circulation of the Blood, are mutually and neceſſarily 
dependant on each other, and accordingly as the one is affected 
by a Diſeaſe, the other will ſuffer in Proportion. This, indeed, 
is evidently confirmed by the Situation and Connection of the 
Heart and Lungs, as well as by the-Manner in which the Cir- 
culation is carried on through them both. The Blood being 
returned by the Venz Cave to the Right Auricle, and from 
thence forced on to the Right Ventricle, is by the Contraction 
of the latter propelled ſtill forward into the Pulmonary Artery, 
from whence the Circulation is continued through an infinite 
Number of ſmall arterial Blood-veſſels, that every where run 
along the membranous Cells or Air-veſicles of the Lungs, till 

| entering into the venous Syſtem of the ſame Viſcus, it is diſ- 

1 charged into the Left Auricle, &c. to be afterwards diſtributed 
to every Part of the Body. 

 Vartovs have been the Opinions of Anatomiſts upon the 

Deſign and Uſe of this veſicular Contrivance in the Lungs ; 

of which, as they are in general foreign to our Purpoſe, we 

ſhall take no other Notice than by -obſerving, that the Circula- 

tion will be moſt perfect, when the Veſicles are filled with Air; 

and that, on the contrary, if the Air ſhould be prevented from 

diſtending theſe Veſicles, either by being refuſed Admittance 

through the Trachza, or being almoſt immediately diſ- 

. | charged 
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charged by any accidental Aperture, the Lungs will remain in 
a collapſed State, and the Blood Veſſels, for Want of a proper 
Extenſion, be gathered together into an impervious Maſs, which 
will unavoidably put a Stop to the Circulation in that Lobe or 


Part of the Lungs thus circumſtanced.* The Blood, therefore, 


not paſſing off with the uſual Freedom and Eaſe into and 
through the Pulmonary Veſſels, will neceſſarily be ſo much ac- 
cumulated in the right Auricle and Ventricle, and conſequently 
meet with ſuch a Remora in the Veins returning to the Heart, 
as to threaten the greateſt and almoſt immediate Danger to the 
Patient's Life. 

THAT this was the Caſe in the preſent Inſtance ſeems parti- 
cularly confirmed by there being no Hemorrhage from thoſe 


Veſſels, which ſuch a Wound muſt neceſſarily have lacerated 


and divided; ſince by their being rendered in a great Meaſure, 
if not totally, impervious by the Collapſion of the Air-veſicles, 
the Circulation through them, and conſequently an Hemor- 
rhage from them, was prevented. 


In the Caſe related by Monſ. Mery,F+ where the Lungs were 


found lacerated by a Splint from one of the fractured Ribs, nei- 


ther Blood nor Serum were found-extravaſated, probably for 
the ſame Reaſon as abovementioned. and, perhaps, why he 
had Recourſe to ſuch an extraordinary Conjecture as, that his 
Patient died from the Preſſure of the Emphyſema on the Out- 


ſide of the Cheſt, might ariſe from his not obſerving any Ap- 


pearance of extravaſated Air, but in the external Cellular Mem- 
brane, which he might imagine counteracted the Motion of 


This is, perhaps, beſt illuſtrated by the Condition and State of the Lungs of a 
Feetus in Utero. 8 
+ Acad, of Sciences, Ann. 1713. 


the 
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the Thorax, on which the Action of the Lungs was ſuppoſed in 
his Time, as it has been by many ſince, entirely dependant. 
' 'SeveRAL Experiments have ſufficiently proved, how far, 


and in what Degree, the Lungs are affected and compreſſed 


by the Admiſſion of Air externally through a Wound of 
the Thorax ; and there 'is undoubtedly as great Reaſon to 
fuppoſe, that the Lungs will ſuffer nearly as much, from the 


Air extravaſated through a Wound inflicted on the Lungs, 


when the Integuments are not divided; more eſpecially as the 
Air will certainly act with a greater Force, when rarified by 


the Heat of the Thorax. 
Tris, in a great Meaſure, ſeems to have been the Caſe 


with our Patient, who was always obſerved to grow moſt em- 


phyſematous, and to ſuffer the greateſt Anguiſh, when the 
Cough was moſt troubleſome : For as the Lungs were con- 


derably agitated, and, in a great Degree, put in Motion, by 


the Act of Coughing ; the Air, by the repeated and quick In- 


ſpirations, muſt neceſſarily be diſcharged through the Aper- 


ture of the Lungs into that Cavity of the Thorax in a greater 


Quantity than when they were at Reſt, and, as it were, in 


a State of Inaction. Hence, though the Lungs might other- 


wiſe be ſuppoſed uſeleſs in that Cavity, as not being ſuffici- 
| ently, if at all, dilated ; yet the Preſſure of the Air upon the 


Mediaftinum muſt ſo far ſtraighten the Capacity of the other 


Cavity of the Thorax, that the Lungs there would not have 
ſufficient Room for their Dilatation, now become ſo neceſ- 
| fary : Conſequently the Danger of Suffocation muſt be 


greater, and more immediate, till by the Ceaſing of the | 
Cough, and the Paſſing of the Air into the external Cellular 


Membrane, the Air no longer acted in that injurious Manner. 
CHAP. 
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Of Abſceſſes of the Kidnies from a Stone in the Bladder. 


8. a Boy ſeven Years of Age, was admitted into our 


% Hoſpital, labouring under the moſt certain Symptoms 
of a Stone in the Bladder. His' Father reported, that from 
two Years of Age he voided his Urine with extreme Pain and 
Difficulty ; and that, though he had frequently applied for 
Relief in that Part of the Country he came from, he had ne- 
ver been able to procure the Child any more than a temporary 
Mitigation of his Complaints. 

His Pains were now ſo ſevere and excruciating, that he 
loſt his Appetite and Fleſh daily, and was becoming highly 


hectic. He complained of a great Pain in his Belly and Back 


near the Region of his Kidnies; and his Urine, which in ge- 
neral came away involuntarily, when any could be caught, 
appeared whitiſh, and let fall a purulent Sediment. 
Uro ſearching him a Stone was readily found in the Blad- 
der; yet the hectic State of his Habit, the purulent Urine, 
and extreme. Weakneſs of Body, abſolutely forbad Lithotomy, 


as they ſtrongly ſignified his approaching Death; and which, 
after he had languiſhed for two Days in a State of Inſenſibi- 


lity, happened about the tenth Day after his Admiſſion. 
Uron examining the Abdomen, the Liver, Spleen, and 

Inteſtines appeared in good Condition ; but the Subſtance of 

the Kidnies was ſo diſſolved into Matter, that they appeared 


little more than Cyſts full of Pus; the one weighing four 
Ounces, and the otlier three. The Urcters were nearly of a 


CS natural 
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natural Size, but the Bladder was very much thickened and 


indurated, and contained a Stone, which weighed - near nine 
Drachms, of a ſoft Texture, and whitiſh Colour, in every 
Reſpect reſembling thoſe Stones which are found in the Blad- 
der, when any of the urinary Parts are in a purulent State. 


J. S. thirteen Years of Age, applied to our Hoſpital for 
the Relief of ſome Complaints in his urinary Paſſages, which 
had been troubleſome to him, with greater or leſs Severity, 
from his Birth. Under the ſtrongeſt Suſpicions of a Stone, 
he had formerly been ſeveral Times ſearched, but no Stone, 
or any other præternatural Body, could, at that Time, be 
found ; and his Complaints, therefore, were ſuppoſed to pro- 
ceed from ſome acrimonious Humours which had fallen upon 
the urinary Paſſages. 

Do queſtioning him carefully hos his dion; wo 
found that he had at times been ſubject to almoſt every Symp- 
tom of a Stone, with a conſtant and excruciating Pain at the 
Neck of his Bladder, which very frequently darted along the 
Urethra, to the Extremity of the Glans ; nor could he now 
ever procure any Eaſe, but when reſting his Head on a Stool, 
he raiſed his Hips above the Level of his Trunk. | 

Uron introducing a Catheter to ſound him, we met with 
a Stone, and pulling out the Stile, his Urine came away evi- 
dently mixed with a large quantity of Matter, which, with 


the Pain felt in his Loins, pointed out to us the m_—_— 


State of his Kidnies. 
Tre Boy hearing that he had a Stone in his Bladder, and 


concluding that he muſt neceſſarily undergo the Opera- 
tion, that Evening ran away from the Hoſpital, and returned 


to 


NS 


_ 


3 
Ec a 
2228 
5 
. 
1 

E 
38 


n 
1 


e 

8 = 

N 3 . 
A * = VI BIT 3 


. - — . — . te RIES $457. OT ä ee 8 
— 8 ccc n ETD 7... . MR 
F 222 16s, I a I IE, „„ 3 3 N 
. JJ — 5 i . e 2 e 
77S ͤ RS ag TIE SR AR Dn ie CRC EEE ** . 2 


PATHOLOGICAL INQUIRIES. 11 


to his Friends; where reſiſting all their Perſuaſions for his 
Return to the Hoſpital, he languiſhed- in the greateſt Miſery 
about two Months, and then died. 


Uyon inſpecting the Abdomen, the Kidnies were found 


in a very purulent State, the Ureters confiderably enlarged, 
and in ſome Places contracted, as though it were by a ſpaſ- 
modick Conſtriction; and in his Bladder a very hard, rough, 
and oval Stone of the Mulberry Kind, whoſe Extremities 
ſeemed lately to have received an Addition of calcarious Mat- 
ter of a white Colour, and widely differing in Compactneſs 
from the middle Part of the Stone. 


IT is uſual with Lithotomiſts, before they attempt the Ex- 
traction of a Stone from the Bladder, to endeavour, if poſſible, 
to aſcertain the State of the abdominal Viſcera in general, 
leſt the Unſucceſsfulneſs of the Operation ſhould be attributed 


ta the Surgeon, when it in fact proceeds from other cauſes. 


With this View the State of the Kidnies ought to be particu- 


larly attended to, both on Account of their Diſpoſition to ge- 


nerate calculous Concretions, and as they are liable from a 
given Cauſe to inflame and ſuppurate. 


THE Baſis or Nucleus of moſt Stones in the Bladder have, 


in general, been thought to be a Concretion firſt formed in 


the Kidney, which having paſled the Ureter into the Bladder, 


was either from its Size, or ſome other unfortunate Circum- 


ſtance detained there; where attracting that addition of cal- 
carious Matter, which every, even the moſt healthy Perſon's | 


Urine abounds with, it at laſt arrives to a Size or Figure 


capable of cauſing the moſt excruciating Torture, and, if | 


not timely extracted, frequently Death itſelf. 
| C2 Ws 
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Wr frequently meet with Patients labouring under the 
Stone in the Bladder, who at the ſame Time diſcharge 
Gravel in a conſiderable Quantity ; which, though an ad- 
ditional Proof of the great Diſpoſition to generate ſuch 
Concretions, and a melancholy Proſpect to the Patient that 


he may again be liable to a Return of ſuch Complaints, is 
not at all Times deemed a ſufficient Reaſon to forbid an Ope- 


ration, which at leaſt will afford a temporary Relief. 


Bur when, from the Lodgement of a Stone in the Kid- 


nies, or the Irritation and violent Pain occaſioned by one in 
the Bladder, an Abſceſs is formed in the Kidnies, we have 
then an additional Evil to cope with, whoſe bad Effects are 
much more certain and irremediable. 

*Tis true the State of the Urine is am; a good Cri- 
terion of the State and Condition of the Kidnies, and moſt 
commonly, when an Abſceſs is formed there, it comes away 
in a very purulent State as in the foregoing Caſes. Yet many, 
to their very great Surpriſe, when examining morbid Bodies, 
have found the Kidnies in a high State of Suppuration, with- 
out the leaſt Appearance of Pus AR ever been diſcharged 


with the Urine. 


A robuſt Countryman, abont fifty Years of Age, applied 


to an Apothecary for the Relief of an Uneaſineſs and Diffi- 
culty in making Water ; who imagining it to proceed from 
an Acrimony in his Blood, gave ſuch Medicines as he 
thought moſt proper. The poor Fellow, contented with the 
Relief he found by theſe Means, continued to follow his 


Employment as uſual for near fix Months, when the Pain 


returning at Times with ſome Degree of Violence, he took 


the | 


RS 
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the Opinion of a Surgeon, who, ſuſpecting a Stone, ſearched 
him, but could not find one. His Complaints, however, 
which were now very ſevere, being ſuch as generally attend a 


Stone in the Bladder, he was put under the uſual Courſe of 


palliative Medicines. Theſe availed but little ; his Appetite 
began to fail, and he complained of great Pain in his Back, 
which ſometimes prevented his walking erect. The Urine 


he diſcharged was ſmall in Quantity, but never appeared at 


all purulent, or depoſited any other than that Kind of flakey, 
mucous Sediment which a Stone in the Bladder generally pro- 
duces. Finding more Eaſe by keeping himſelf in an horizon- 
tal Poſture, he in alittle Time took: to his Bed, where lan- 
guiſhing for a few Days in a Kind of comatous State, he ex- 
pired in about ten Months after his firſt Complaint. 


UPpon examining the State of the urinary Parts, a Stone 
was found in the Bladder nearly as big as a Duck's Egg; the 


Ureters rather enlarged in their Capacity ; and'in both Kid- 
nies an Abſceſs, which had conſumed their Subſtance ſo 


much that they were mere Cyſts full of Matter. 


THoUGH many more Inſtances might be produced to ſup- 
port the Reality of this Circumſtance, it may perhaps be 
much more ſatisfactory to endeayour to ſhew in what Man- 
ner this happens. 

Tun Subſtance of the Kidney is now aſcertained to be a 
vaſcular Congeries of Arteries, Veins, Corpora Globoſa *, 

| and 


* It has been advanced by ſome, that there are no Follicles or Cells in the Com- 
oſition of a Gland; yet, though no ſuch Appearance is to be obſerved in any other 
Gland, we muſt not diſcard them from the Kidney ; but look upon the Corpora 
Globoſa as ſuch, into which we can throw our Injections, when the Appearance is 
| | too 
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and uriniferous Ducts, ſupported and connected together by a 
very fine cellular Subſtance. Theſe Veſlels, properly diſpoſed, 


perform the Secretion neceſſary here, and at laſt terminate in 


the Papillæ, from whence the Urine drops into the Infundi- 
bula, whoſe Cavities are lined with a ſmooth Membrane, 
which not only incloſes, but is firmly attached round, the 
Baſis of the Papillæ, and afterwards continued downwards, ſo 
as to form the internal Coat of the Ureter, and neceſſarily, 
therefore, prevents any Communication with, or in a ſound 
State ſuffers any Diſcharge to paſs from, the Subſtance of the 
Kidnies, but what comes through the Papillz. 

As therefore, from the Communication of Parts thus inti- 
mately united and connected, we have the greateſt Reaſon to 
expect that, when the one has been for any Time in a diſ- 
eaſed State, the other muſt neceſſarily be affected, it will not 
appear ſtrange, that a long and continued Irritation from 
any extraneous Body lodged in the Bladder ſhould produce 
ſuch ſpaſmodic Conſtrictions of the ſmall Veſſels in the 
Kidnies, as may give Riſe to an Inflammation with all its 
Conſequences. This is confirmed, by an Obſervation al- 
moſt always to be made, that both Kidnies are in a State 
of Purulence, and that the Abſceſs is always contained be- 
tween the Membranes encloſing the vaſcular Subſtance of 
the Kidnies. Though the Matter is colle&ed in different 
Vomicæ, when the Complaint is but of ſhort Standing, 
yet, when it has been of longer Duration, it is generally 
found in one Cavity, which occupies the entire Kidney. 


too regular to allow us to ſuppoſe it any other than the real Structure. The red 
Dots upon the Surface of the Kidney are ſo uniform, ſo alike in Size and Shape, 
that we cannot look upon them as ſo many Extravaſations. E 3s 


InpetD 
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| InvDeep we cannot expect the Obſtructions here to be 
removed in the kind Manner as we find happens, when their 
Cauſe is only temporary; ſince the Continuance of the Stone 
in the Bladder muſt not only, by its Stimulus, encreaſe the 
Inflammation, but even aſſiſt and forward Suppuration. 

As the Pus is therefore produced in this Viſcus by a 


Rupture and Diſſolution of the obſtructed Veſſels, as it is 
in other Parts, we have little Reaſon to expect the Ab- 


ſceſs will be readily diſcharged through the Papillæ, whoſe 
Size can only poſſibly admit the finer Parts; and there- 
fore, if at any Time the Matter ſhould. paſs off in a large 
Quantity, more eſpecially when full of ſloughy Particles, 


we can only ſuppoſe that it gained a Paſſage into the Pelvis 
by the Deſtruction of the Papillæ, or of the Membrane 


lining the Infundibula. This is particularly illuſtrated by 
thoſe Inſtances, where, though Matter has come away with 


the Urine, the Patient found no Relief, till, by the Point- 


ing of the Abſceſs in the Loins, it has there been diſ- 
charged externally *. | 
In proportion then as both Kidnies are affected, and their 
vaſcular Subſtance deſtroyed, the Conſtitution muſt ſuffer, 
as well from a Redundancy of Humours as from the Re- 
tention of ſuch. acrimonious Particles neceſſarily ſecreted, 
and in ſuch Quantity diſcharged by this Organ, in a found. 
State. | | 
Wur we reflect upon the Drowſineſs and Degree of In- 


ſenſibility, which moſt commonly precedes the Death of 


Patients thus circumſtanced, as in the Caſe before mentioned, 


Vid. Bonet. Sepulchret. Anat, Vol. ii. P. 567, Obſ. 23. 
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it is much more reaſonable to aſcribe the immediate Cauſe 
of this to the obſtructed Secretion than to the Stone's im- 
mediately injuring the Bladder : For though we might 
ſuppoſe the Conſtitution would ſuffer from an Abſorption 
of the Matter formed in the Kidnies as much as from Ab- 
ſceſſes in other Viſcera, yet the Effects produced from that 
Cauſe are well known to be in moſt Reſpects different, and 
to deſtroy the Patient by a long Train of hectic Symptoms, 
unleſs it be tranſlated to the more vital Parts. 

We may hence infer the Neceſſity of performing Litho- 
tomy early, when we are aſſured that a Stone too big to paſs 
the Urethra is detained in the Bladder, where it will moſt 
certainly increaſe ; and, by its conſtant Irritation, produce a 
Diſeaſe equally dangerous. Were there ſufficient Reaſon to 
believe that a Medicine, capable of diſſolving ſuch Concre- 
tions in the Bladder, could be found out, what a Bleſſing 
would it prove to Mankind ! But fince we have little Room 
for ſuch Expectations, from what has hitherto been offered 
to the World, we ought certainly to have Recourſe to an 
Operation juſtified by repeated Experience, and the moiſt 
probable Means of Relief. | 


As a further Proof of the Influence of the urinary Organs 
over each other, Inſtances are not wanting to convince 
us, that a Stone in the Kidnies will, in a fimilar Manner, 
produce a morbid Affection of the Bladder : Of which the 
following is a remarkable and particular Example. 

Ms. P , of a tender Conſtitution, very ſubject to fe- 
veriſh Complaints, in 1737, when about thirty-three Years 
of Age, had frequent Attacks of a Cholic, ſeemingly of the 


nervous 
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nervous Kind, attended with an Cbſtruction to the uſual free 
Diſcharge of his Urine. Soon after this, he began to void 


Gravel, and ſome ſmall Stones of a whitiſh Coloug 


Whoſe Size ſuffered them to paſs eaſily through the Ure- 


thra. 

In this Condition he continued until 1752; when after 
a long Journey, the Pains in his urinary Paſſages were 
conſiderably increaſed ; he firſt began to make bloody Water, 
and obſerved his Urine to let fall a copious thick Sediment. 
From this Time, though his Cholic returned much oftener, 
and with greater Violence, he never could find, that he diſ- 
charged any Gravel or ſtony Concretions. He was now very 
frequently tormented with a fixed gnawing Pain in the Re- 


gion of his Kidnies, which darting into the Abdomen occa- 


fioned frequent Returns of his Cholic, with a great and very 


troubleſome Sickneſs at his Stomach. His Urine, when firſt 


diſcharged, was very thick and turbid, but in a little Time, 
after depoſiting a large Quantity of purulent Mucus, would 
aſſume an healthy Colour and natural Appearance. 

TowaRDs the latter End of the Year 1760, he began to 
void his Water with the greateſt Difficulty, owing to ſome 
Impediment he could perceive it met with at the Neck of 
the Bladder. His Attempts therefore to diſcharge it were 
frequently ineffectual, though perhaps in a little Time after- 
wards it would dribble away involuntarily. If he ſtooped 
down, he was attacked (as he expreſſed it) with a moſt 
troubleſome Crick in his Back; and, if he took an Airing 
on Horſeback, or even walked for a conſiderable Time, he 
moſt commonly made bloody Water. 
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. r therefore to the greateſt, Degree of Weakneſs, 
his Appetite failed him ſo. that he could, reliſh nothing, his 


Breathing became very difficult and troubleſome, and he ſuf- 
fered frequent Returns of moſt excruciating Pain in his Kid- 


nies and Bladder.; when, , in the Month of September, 1704, 
Death put an End to his moſt . and miſerable 


Being. e ee ee 
IN. a Perſon, _ who had faffered ſo * Pain, od for ſuch 


a Length of Time, I. never obſerved ſuch a prodigious Quan- 
tity of Fat;as every. Part, here fremed loaded with both ex- 
ternally, and internally: So that, upon opening the Abdo- 
Men, the Omentum appeared of a prodigious Size, and from 
| thence, deſcending into the Scrotum, had formed an Hernia 
rather exceeding a Child's Head i in Bigneſs. Upon removing 


the Inteſtines, I, found the right Kidney as big again as na- 


' tural, and containing à Stone of a very hard and firm Tex-. 
ture, , weighing an Ounce and. three Quarters, which had: 


taken the exact Form and Shape of the Penis and Infundi- 


bula, as repreſented j in Plate J. 


\ Tap Subſtance of this * was enlarged to, twice 


its natyral, Size, and Thickneſs; and the Pelvis, with the 


121 


thickengd and indurated, | Its Ureter appeared in the . lame 
Condition, but very, much diminiſhed i in its Capacity: Nei- 
ther in the Kidney, Pelvis, nor Ureter was there the leaſt 
Ukeration... E it in nd 

Tur oppoſite or left Kidney v was reduced to half its na- 
tural Size, and appeared little more than two Membranes, 
with a ſmall Quantity of intervening Parenchyma, which 


ſeemed not to have been reduced by any Suppuration, but 
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as it were by a mere Atrophy, or Loſs of Subſtance. The 
Ureter from this Kidney was much enlarged; the Body of 
the Bladder continued: very ſound, but from its Neck a fleſhy 
Subſtance projected inwards, about half an Inch 'in Length, 
and near the Size of the Extremity of one's little Finger, and 
appeared rather ſofter than the Proſtate Gland, which was 
enlarged to the Size of a Pullet's Egg, and quite ſchirrou?. 
The other Viſcera \ were ſound, and had their hatural 8 


— „ 
ance. 


| Troven in this poor Man there were the moſt certain 
Signs of a diſcaſed Kidney for ſuch a conſiderable Time, yet 
his Urine, though diſcharged with ſome Pain, met with very 
little Interruption in its Paſſage through” che Neck of tlie 
Bladder, "until his renal Complaints were become very 
ſevere. From that Period he began to feel an Uneaſinels 
in his Bladder, which in a little Time increaſed to ſuch a 
Degree, that he could ſeldom diſcharge his Urine, but with 
the greateſt | Pain and Difficulty. *' 8 

Tur urinary Pi Fir ages are, 'we know, conſtantly furniſhed 
with a thin, light Mucus, fecreted by proper Veſſels t to 
defend them from the Acrimony of the Urine, and hie 
upon any Irritation, is liable to be increaſed conſiderably in 
Quantity. One certain Effect therefore produced by a 
Stone in the Bladder or Kidnies, is a greater or leſs Diſ- 
charge of this Mucus, according to the Degree of Irrita- 
tion. | 

In Proceſs of Time, as the Stimulus becomes more con- 
ſtant and violent, and an inflammatory Diſpoſition obtains in 
the Membrane, whole Veſſels ſecrete this Mucus, it is diſ- 


D 2 charged 
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charged of a more thick and tenacious Conſiſtence of a, ; 
yellow Colour, and purulent Appearance. Something ſimi- | . 
lar is to be obſerved in the Mucus ſecreted by the Pitui- 3 
tary Membrane upon catching cold. In this State it acts as x 
an injurious foreign Body, and is of itſelf capable of pro- 43 
ducing the moſt painful Symptoms . | | 

HENee the Bladder becomes liable to ſuffer from a Stone 
in the Kidney as well by a ſpaſmodic Affection, as from this E: 
morbid Secretion of Mucus. | b 

Sucn frequent Irritations therefore will not only induce a 
greater Senſibility than natural to the Bladder, but produce 
Obſtructions in the Veſſels of its Sphincter, and Proſtate 
Gland. Hence theſe become enlarged and indurated ; for ſo 
we moſt commonly find them, when an inflammatory Diſpo- 
ſition has ſubſiſted for any Time in theſe Parts. 


* Sed alia adhuc ratione ſpaſmus et dolor veſicæ introducitur, ex renum vide- 
licet vitio. Interdum enim ex his farulenta et viſcida materia, interdum calculi 
per ureteres in veficam delabuntur. In utroque caſu niſi peregrinus hoſpes tem- 
peſtive foras ejiciatur, varia ſontica mala et in his vehementiſſimum ſpaſmum ciere 
valet. Quodſi enim tenacior et acrior materia eſt, parietibus veſicæ, imprimis 
Circa collum adhzret, et ſtranguriam, diſuriam, teneſmum, inflammationemque exci- 
tat, vel membranas veſicz clandeſtine ac lente magis erodit, atque ita hanc exulce- 


ꝛatam reddit. HorrMAx. 
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Cc H A F. in 


Of the Termination of Abſceſſes in tie Liver by a Diſcharge of 


Matter through the biliary Ducts. 
SECTION I. 


BSCESSES of the Liver have been conſider- 
ed as of two Kinds, formed by Fluxion or Con- 
geſtion ; that is, either as ſmall ſuppurated Tubercles, or Vo- 
micæ, at different Points without any Communication, or as 
collected in one diſtin& Cavity, while the remaining Sub- 
ſtance of the Viſcus is free from any ſuch Affection: The 
former Kind has been looked upon as the Event of a ſudden In- 
flammation; the latter, as brought about by Length of Time, 
greater or leſs, before the Suppuration be duly completed. 
FROM the Circumſtances of theſe two different Events 
are drawn two Concluſions, to be obſerved as Prognoſtics, 
relative to the Termination of ſuch Complaints, either for 
the Safety or Danger of the Patient; and which generally 
turn upon this Point, that the Inflammation in the diſperſed 
Abſceſſes being ſmall and quickly terminating, no ſufficient 
Adheſion can be formed to the ſurrounding Parts, where a. 
Diſcharge may be procured outwardly; whereas by the En- 
largement, as well as Inflammation for a Time ſubſiſting to 
complete the larger Abſceſs, the Liver comes in Contact with, 
and is attached to, the Peritoneum, and by this Means an 
Opportunity is gained for its proper Diſcharge outwardly. 


THis 


r - 
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Tris is certainly a very deſirable and fortunate Circum- 
Nance, and perhaps the moſt ſalutary Means for the Termi- 
nation of this Diſeaſe. But though an Adheſion be form- 
ed to the ſurrounding Parts, ſo as to prevent the Effuſion 
oof the Matter into the Abdomen, whereby a purulent 


. Aſcites is avoided ; yet the. Diſcharge, however procu- 
red, ſhould be from the moſt depending Part, as we al- 


ways wiſh and endeavour to provide for in Collections of 
Matter elſewhere. Hence Art, upon many Occaſions, proves 
a moſt ſerviceable Aſſiſtant to Nature; and when the Vigour 
of the Conſtitution is not too much overpowered, her Efforts 
from fuch Aſſiſtance are extraordinary: Hence the Criſis be- 
comes perfect, and the Conſtitution entirely recovers itſelf 
from the moſt dangerous Attack. — The Truth of which is 
remarkably evidenced in the ſubſequent Caſe. 


. F. about thirty Vears of Age, was attacked, from 
drinking <Cyder When warm at Work, with a Pain in his 
Bowels, Which for a Fortnight was attended with a Loſs of 
Appetite, and great Dejection of Spirits. At this Period his 
Complaints enereaſed, and all the Symptoms - of an Inflamma- 
tion eame on, fixed near the Centre of the right hypogaſtric 
Region, and were attended With a conſiderable Diarrhæa. 

H now loſt: ſome: Blood from the Arm, but in an inſuffi- 
ient-Quantity,' ſoithat neither the Bleeding, nor Medicines 
he made uſe of, availed in the leaſt; but at; the End of the 
chird Week all the Symptoms of a forming: Suppuration ap- 
peared, and Pus! in a:few Days after came away with his Stools 

2 ſeveral in the Day. 
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A Fulneſs might now be perceived externally at the Part 
where his Complaints were ſeated, while his Strength and 
Fleſh were reduced daily. 

IN this State, at the Expiration of nine Weeks, he was ad- 
mitted into dur Infirmary, where Medicines of the balſamic 
Kind were preſcribed for him, and a proper Diet neceſſary 
to ſupport ſuch a Diſcharge. Emollient Clyſters were like- 
wiſe thrown up, from a. Suſpicion that the Seat of the Vo- 
mica might be within the Reach of their Action; as well as 
to bring away the acrimonious Matter, that might other wiſe 
lodge upon. and fret the Inteſtines. 

STiLL however he continued upon the Decline, and an 
incredible Quantity of Matter tinged with Blood was diſ- 
charged with his Fæces ſeven TO Times in twenty-four 
Hours. 

As his Pain appeared quite local, I was willing to try the. 
Effect of a Beer Poultice, Which was therefore applied to his 
Side twice in a Day, but without any immediate Relief to 
his Complaints: This Method however was continued near a 


Fortnight as the Part ſeemèd daily to enlarge externally. 


IN a little Time the Integuments, which never were diſ- 
coloured, and before yielded to the Preſſure with ſcaree any 


Difference from thvir natural State, projected outwards as in 


an Afcites, though. with this Difference, that in the Aſ- 
cites the Abdomen is uniformly diſtended, while here the- 
Tumour, entirely local, occupied the right Hypogaſtrium 
only. An indiſtinct Fluctuation might likewiſe- be perceived 


within the Swelling by a careful Examination, which in a 


few Days becoming more ſenſible; I teſolved to open it. During 


£ 
+ 
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all this Time his Purging continued, and Matter was dif- 
charged by Stool, as before the Tumour appeared. 

I therefore plunged a very large ſized Trocar into the de- 

pending Part, which ſeemed moſt favourable for continuing a 

'- Diſcharge, and upon drawing out the perforating Inſtrument, 

there iſſued through the Canula a very fœtid and offen- 

ſive Matter, at firſt thin and ſanious, but which, as the Diſ- 

charge continued, grew thicker, till at laſt it was ſo viſcid 


| ; and gelatinous that it paſſed with the greateſt Difficulty. 
| Upon weighing it afterwards, it amounted to five Pounds 
| Troy Weight. During this Diſcharge we kept a conſtant 
| | Preſſure upon the Abdomen, as our Patient grew fainty and 


his Heart beat with an encreaſed Velocity, in Proportion as 
the Matter was evacuated. The Abdomen being quite 
ſunk, and the Matter to Appearance all diſcharged, I paſſ- 
ed a Roller round the Abdomen, and leaving the Canula 
in, with its Orifice ſtopped, he was then put to bed, where 
in a little Time he recovered his Spirits, and ſeemed 
cheerful. 
W1THIN an Hour after the Operation, he ed a Cham- 
ber Pot full of Urine at one Time, a larger Quantity, as he 
| — thought, than all the Urine he had diſcharged ſor a Fort- 
night before. The ſucceeding Night he paſſed eaſy, with a 
natural comforting Sleep. 
On the Morrow the fame Kind of Matter was evacuated 
through the Canula to the Amount of fourteen Ounces, 
His Stools, which before the Operation were ſo trouble- 


ſome both in Quantity and Quality, now were natural, and 
diſcharged not oftner than once in twenty-four Hours, As 


the 
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the Matter had thus ſo free an Exit, I ſuffered the Cannula 

to remain in three or four Days, and then ſupplying its 
Place with a Spunge Tent dilated the Orifice in the Abdo- 
men ſo much as appeared neceſſary. A free Diſcharge was 
continued by this Means ; ſo that in a Fortnight from the 
Operation it amounted, upon the loweſt Computation, to 
ſeven Pounds more, upon the whole twelve Pounds. Du- 
ring this Period his nocturnal Sweats left him, his Appetite 
grew ſtronger, and he daily recovered from that emaciated 
State to which the Violence of his Complaints had before 
reduced him. 

FRoM this Time the Diſcharge leſſened daily, and he re- 
covered his Fleſh and Strength fo faſt, that at the End of 
eight Weeks he was diſcharged in ſound Health from the 
Hoſpital. Tz 


Trovcn ſimilar Circumſtances, in ſome Inſtances J have 
ſince met with, have convinced me that this was a true 
hepatic Abſceſs, yet when the Patient firſt came under my 
Care I was under ſome Doubt of the exact Situation of the 
Abſceſs; for though he had ſuffered conſiderable Pain in the 
whole Extent of the right Hypogaſtrium, yet the Region 
of the Liver ſeemed not to be more particularly affected 
than any other Part, nor had he ever even the lighteſt 
Appearance of a Jaundice. The purulent Diſcharge by Stool 
was a ſufficient Proof that the Vomica had a Communi- 
cation with the Inteſtines; but the trifling Quantity evacuated 
at a Time made it evident that the Place of Communication 
was but ſmall, and that the putrid Acrimony of the Matter | 
| E. by 
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by ſtimulating the Inteſtines occaſioned the frequent Stools. 
It was reaſonable therefore to ſuppoſe it had gained a Paſſage 
into the inteſtinal Canal by ſome natural Outlet, for, had the 
Communication been opened by the Deſtruction of 'the Coats 
of any Inteſtine, the Frequency of the Diarrhæa would, in 
all Probability, have diſcharged ſo much of the purulent Mat- 
ter, as in ſome Degree to have leſſened the'Tumour, -and the 
Patient would have been more immediately, thou gh for a 
ſhort Time only, relieved. 

Bor when the Enlargement of the Tumour, as well as the 
hectic State of the Patient, made an Opening neceſſary, tho 
the Fluctuation was but deep felt, the Diſcharge peculiar to 
the Liver, as 'well as the Examination by a long, flexible, 
and very large-headed Probe, which would not palſs in any 
other Direction than to the Liver, was ſufficient to convince 
us of the true and original Situation of the Abſceſs. 

Nor long after, another Inſtance fell under my Care at- 
tended with ſeveral ſimilar Circumſtances, but differing in 
Succeſs as to the Termination of the Diſeaſe gave me 
an Opportunity of ſatisfying TY in many deſirable Parti- 
culars. 


T. H. about thirty Years of Age, and in general having 
enjoyed a good State of Health, was attacked. in the Spring of 
1760 with an Ague, which baffled all the Attempts made. 
uſe of for its Cure above ſix Months, during which Time, 
among other Medicines, he had taken a conſiderable Quan- 
tity of the Peruvian Bark. At the Expiration of this Period, 
the Agus entirely left him, and he continued free from every 

Complaint: 


« STA 
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Complaint for a Year and Half, when he was ſeized with a 
troubleſome lingering Fever, from which he was at laft re- 
lieved by a critical Abſceſs in his upper Arm, 

- ENTIRELY recovered from this Attack, he continued well 
ll Michaelmas 1763, when one Day being hard at Work, 
and fweating much, he imprudently drank a Quart of ſour 
Cyder ; upon which he was immediately ſeized with a violent 


Pain in his Bowels, ſucceeded by griping and bloody Stools : 


His right Side likewiſe became very troubleſome and painful 
to him, and continued fo, with different Degrees of Seve- 
rity, till January 1764, when he was admitted into our Hoſ- 
pital. 

To relieve theſe Complaiats he had made uſe of but few 
Medicines, and was never bled but once, though from that 
Evacuation he found conſiderable Relief. 

Wurm I. firſt ſaw him, his right Side was much enlarged, 
and upon the Ribs very oedematous: His Stools very purulent 
and frequent, though ſmall in Quantity : He made little Urine, 


and ſweated profuſely. 


W1THIN a few Days after his Admiſſion into the Hoſpital, | 


I made an Aperture between the fifth and fixth of the ſpurious 


Ribs, from which a conſiderable Quantity of a fetid, glairy, 
and Aſh-coloured Pus was daily diſcharged. His Stools were 
as frequent as before; nor could I obſerve one of his Com- 


plaints in the leaſt diminiſhed. 


In this State he continued near a Month without any re- 
markable Alteration, unleſs that he was ſometimes rather 
more chearful, and * himſelf with the Hopes of a Re- 
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Azour this Time his Belly began to ſwell, and his Legs | 


and Thighs became very oedematous, when early one Morn- 


ing he was ſeized with an exceſſive Sickneſs, and in the Ef- 


forts of vomiting, which ſucceeded, found ' ſomething, as he 


expreſſed himſelf, crack inwardly, and almoſt immediately a 
Deluge of Matter was diſcharged, through the Opening in his 


Side, very fœtid, viſcid, and ſanious. The Abdomen and 
right thigh, which before were conſiderably tumefied, en- 


tirely ſubſided, but his left Tn and owl "_ I 


very oedematous. 225 

Tris Diſcharge dat not relieve 1 on 3 contrary, his 
Appetite failed him daily, and he grew highly hectic. His 
Stools were ſo frequent that he was ſeldom an Hour without 
one, and his Strength and Spirits drooped apace. 0. 

DuRING his Illneſs-a proper Regimen and cordial Remedies 
had been conſtantly allowed him, but theſe availed fo little 
that, quite worn out with Pain and Inanition, he 2 March 
the ninth, 1764. - 


Uro opening the Body we © found the Liver oſely attached | 
to the Diaphragm, the right Lobe in great Part deſtroyed by 


Suppuration, and the Surface of the Ulcer, which was very 
extenſive, black and criſp as if burnt- to a Coal. From the 
Adheſion of the Liver on the right Side to the Peritonæum 
the purulent Matter had been confined as in a Vomica clauſa; 
for, as the Peritonzum was no where deſtroyed but about the 
Aperture, none of the Matter had been diſcharged into the 
Abdomen, and hence near a Pint remained- in the Cavity of 
the deſtroyed Liver. | 

Tut Body of the Stomach was in ied Condition, but the 
Pylorus rather ſtreightened and inGurated ; ; the Coats of the 


Duodenum 
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Duodenum were much thickened, and in its Cavity was con- 
tained. ſome Matter ſimilar in Colour, though more diluted. 


than what had generally paſſed off by Stool. The Bile in 


the Cyſt was almoſt black, but very viſcous and ropey. All 
the other Viſcera in the Abdomen were ſound and of a 
Appearance. 

Tn Capacity of the Thorax was ad leſſened, but par- 
ticularly ſo on the right Side by the Enlargement of the Li- 
ver. The Lungs were ſound, but attached to the Pleura in 
ſeveral Places. 


Id this Caſe the local Symptoms were ſufficient to aſcer- 
tain the Seat of his Complaints, and thus it differed from 
F's: But we find ſome Circumſtances in both, which ſeem 
to contradict the generally received Opinions, as to the Man- 
ner in which Suppurations of the Liver may terminate with 
Safety to the Patient. 

ABSCESSES in this Viſcus have uſually. been conſidered as 
capable of four Terminations ; 1ſt. By adhering to the Peri- 
tonæum and burſting: outwardly ; 2dly. By paſſing through 
the Biliary Ducts into the Inteſtines, and being diſcharged 


from them by the Anus; zdly. By being abſorbed into the 
Circulation, and thrown off by the Kidnies, &c. 4thly, By 
burſting into the Abdomen, and there PRO a purulent 


Aſcites. 

Tux firſt appears from F's Caſe ; nor are other Inſtances 
wanting to prove it. The ſecond deſerves to be conſidered ; for 
though in both Caſes juſt recited a purulent Matter was diſ- 


charged in no inconſiderable Quantity every Day, yet neither 


PATHOLOGICAL INQUIRE 
of the Pitibtits ever ippeited' to be in the 1eaft iketeby fe- 
16d; Pethape 4 Realtht thay be affigntel 'f6t it se. 
" How tlie Bite is ſebreted, and afterwards taken up by the 
Bxtreniftics of Begitrülngs of the biliary Pores or Velltls, is 
ihimatefial to our Prefefit Purpote. We need fuppoſe 6Hly tat 
ſuch Veſſels muſt at firſt be very fine and ſmall, and that they 
may Be partly deftroyed by the Süipphratibn in the ſume Man- 
ner äs tlie other Parts which help te fotth the Sübſtanee 
of the Liver; yet froth the conſiſtence of this Matter found 
here, which is in general dreggy, full of Sloughs, and not 
at all laudable, how can it be ſuppoſed capable of paſſing 
flir6ubh Canals Which matiy of its floughy Particles far ex- 
ed in 8128? br can any Thing be admitted but what ſuits 
che Diameters of the Veſſels ? Tf fo, wat cannot paſs will by 
its putfid Acritnony continue to corrupt and deſtroy the re- 
| fnaining Sübſtänce, till at laſt a larger Opening be procured 
into the biliary Ducts themſelves, by which Means the ex- 
ternal Membränes only of the Liver may be, as they aduny 
Times have been, left remaining * 
Tür Exiſtence of Matter in the Duodenum, as in Hs 
Cue, proved ſufficiently how it entered the Inteſtines; and 
the Matter in both Caſes, when diſcharged by Stool, was 


| THooth, and free from any dreggy floughy Particles, though 


in che one when let out by the Operation, as in the other 
when examined after Death, no little Quantity of ſmall pu- 
triſied Subſtances, like Bits * Eber nd in the — 
teat Colluvies. 


6 of this Kind in Bonet. Sepulchret, Anatom. 
| Bur 


PATHOLOGICAL INQUIRIES. 37 
Bur if the Abſceſs be ſmall and formed in the concave: - 
Part of the Liver, and the Inflammation firſt produced from. 
ſome offending Cauſe in the Inteſtines, the Colon by an Ad- 
heſion to the Liver, under which it immediately lies, may 
be perforated, and the Pus evacuated by Stool to the much 
greater Relief of the Patients... In.ſuch Caſes the depending 
Diſcharge, and its ready Paſſage from the Body, are princi- 
pally. conducive to the Cure; and the Conſtitution i is much 
es liable to ſuffer by the Matter being taken up by the bi- 
bulous Veſſels of the Calon alone, than when it enters by the 
biliary. Nuts into the Duodenum, from whence it muſt Paſs 
through the whole Tract of the Inteſtines. _ 

In the Memoires of the Royal . Academy of Surgery at 
. Vol. I. we meet with an Inſtance of a Lady, who Was 
relieved. from an Abſceſs in the Liver by. ſeveral copious, pu- 
rulent Stoals, and ſurvived this Attack ſeven Years without 
the leaſt Symptom of her former Complaint. Upon | her De- 
ceaſe by a malignant Fever,. Mr. Petit, who had attended 
her in her former Illneſs, being very deſirous of inſpecting 
me Marks of her former Diſeaſe, opened her, and found the 
the Liver adhering to the Colon, into which the Matter had 
been. diſcharged, and was thence evacuated by Stools. 

We may then. much more reaſonably ſuppoſe that when the 
Symptoms have preceded which generally attend the forma 
tion of Abſceſſes in the Liver, and the Matter peculiar to that 
Viſcus is diſcharged by Stool to the great Relief and Recovery 
of the Patient, that the happy Event is brought about by an 
Adheſion to, and perforation. of, the neighbouring Inteſtine,. 
whereby the Matter gained Admittance, rather than. by its 
Paſſage into he Inteſtine by: the Biliary Ducts... 


SECTION: 
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8 ECTIO * "ir," 
»Of Mee of the Liver attendant on r fraftured Stalk, Ke. 235 


175 frequently happens that Abſceſſes are found in the Liver 
of thoſe who have died from an injured Brain, which 
have been attributed by ſome to a Tranſlation of Matter from 
the Head to the Liver; by others, to a ſympathetic Aﬀec- 
tion of the Nerves ;, and by ſome Moderns, to a diſturbed 
Circulation of the Blood in conſequence of the Violence com- 
Initted on ſo noble a Part. 7 | 

| Parey, Meekren, and otlict Writers i in Surgery, mention 
this complicated Circumſtance, but ſeem at a Loſs how to 
account for it otherwiſe, than by ſuppoſing the Suppuration 
firſt formed i in the Head, and being there abſorbed afterwards 
depoſited upon the Liver. But amongſt thoſe who ſupport 


this Opinion Petrus de Marchelli advances ſomething ſingu- 
Har *, Obſervavi ſepiſſi ime, ſays he, quod quando in his 


c in collum incipit dolere, parte potiſſimum poſtica 
et laterali, tunc materia purulenta delabitur ad thoracis et 
abdominis cavitatem, —quanquam hujus obſervationis i ignari, 
« exiſtiment, abſcefſus obortos in his partibus, quorum ra- 
« tione patientes moriuntur, non ex capitis vulnere ; quod ex 
©  capite copioſum pus poſſe ad inferna viſcera delabi, 'non fibi | 
„ perſuadeant; — hereby offering a particular Symptom as a 


4 


© certain Indication of the Time when the Matter is paſſing 


* 


N the arr to the wor of the Thorax and neren | 


© Obſtrration, metic:*thirargic, Hiloge, Chap NV. 
8 | | Tur 
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Tur Marchetti had obſerved this Complaint in ſome 
Patients, who having received an Injury upon the Head, might 
afterwards, when dead, be found to have an Abſceſs or Ab- 
ſceſſes in the Liver, his Character, nay his undenied Authority 
in Surgery, forbids us to doubt ; yet that this Circumſtance 
may proceed from another Cauſe: we have Reaſon to think, 
ſince other Authors, who have taken Notice of this compli- 
cated Diſeaſe, have never once mentioned this Symptom, un- 
leſs from Muarclietti, which ſ urely 18 too o remarkable to be 
overlooked or forgotten. 115 1 | | 
- Ir is not unuſual for Patients, who have received any Vio- 
lence. by a Fall, or other Accident, on their Head, if not 
thereby rendered inſenſible, to complain, ſoon after the Injury, 
of a Pain in the Top of their Shoulder as well as above the 
Scapula; nay, in ſome, 1 have known this Affection more 
troubleſome to them than the Injury-itſelf, and this as ſoon as. 
they recovered from the immediate Effect of the Accident. 
In ſuch Caſes this Symptom undoubtedly ariſes from the vio- 
lent Shock communicated immediately to the Neck and Parts 
adjacent; and as perhaps the Effect of that Shock cannot be 
ſoon removed, ſuch a Senſation will remain during the Courſe 
of the IIlneſs, or till Death. © 1 ropninn 
u once obſerved this in a very remarkable Degree in a 
ſtrong, hearty, and robuſt Sailor who fell into the Hold of 
a Ship upon his Head. Upon Examination the Scalp was 
found lacerated, and as he was not rendered totally inſenſible 
by the Fall, he complained of a Pain in his Head, but which, 
as he obſerved, was not half fo troubleſome to him as a Sen- 
ſation he felt in his Neck and Top of his Shoulder. Upon 
2 flight Stupor coming on afterwards he was ſcalped, but 
| F the 


* 
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the Cranium could not be perceived in the leaſt injured. He: 


lived a Fortnight,. and always, when ſenſible, complained 
that his Shoulder was, moſt troubleſome to him. About four 
Days before his Deceaſe ome Friends, who imagined he had 
been too much reduced by the repeated Evachations, feeretly. 
let him drink freely. of white Wine, which encreaſed his 
Stupor, and raiſed the Fever ſo, high that he ſoon became in- 
ſenſible, and died. about the Time. mentioned, _ 

UZoN, epening his Head the. Dura, Mater was: Sung 
lightly diſcoloured under the Part where he was ſcalped. the 
Brain very much. inflamed, and. a trifting ſuperficial Suppura- 
tian between the. Dum Mater . Cranjum... 2 
was not inſpected, 

TiIs true Aretzus nt. ſame 1 have. W 5 Nds of; 
2, Pain in the Shoulder as a Symptom attending an Inflamma- 
tion, of, the, Liver advancing, to Suppuration: But in ſuch; 
Caſes, there. are other, Symptoms. which: more, particularly 
ſerve. to fix, the Signification of, that; Cymplaint.. In the pre- 
ſent Caſe, as. the Complaint comes: on immediately after the 
Fall before an  Indagamation. can poſſibly; take; Place, it moſt: 
certainly can, indicate. nothing more, reſpe&ing; the Liver, 
than that from ſuch a violent Commqtion that: Viſtus: may: 
likewiſe havs ſuffered. conſiderably. Hence appears the Di- 
ſinRion, neceſſary. to. be, made, (ſuppoſing Marcſietiis Qbſerr 
vation to be juſt), between. the Appearance: of: this. Symptom. 
immediately, or. when, other inflagymatory ; Signs affer; as in 
the, one it, is occaſipned. by.ag-Afﬀection.of:the. Nervess in the: 
other, from, the. Scat, af thelaflammation. ang, ſa.ncar the: 
| Diaphragm which, through its intimate Connection withxhe. 
Pleyra, may give Riſel ta ſuch a Senſatea g 
Tux 


-. 
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Tur Dangers from an inſurious Violenes committed to the 
Head are in general to be reduced Either to a Shock or Con- 
cuſfion ef the Brain, whereby ſome of the vital Parts are in- 


jured; to a preſſure upon the Brain by extravaſated Blood or 


Lymph, and a Depreſſion of the Bones of the Cranium ; or, 
to an Inflammation and conſequent Sphacelation of the Mem- 
branes of the Brain. | 

Tus Effects of a Concuſſion of the Brain will always be in 
Proportion to the Degree of Violence offered; either Death 
will be the Conſequence, or the Senſes in ſome Meafure ren- 
dered- imperfect. If there be a Preffure upon the Brain, 


either from Extravaſation or Indentation of the Cranium; 


which cannot be timely and properly relieved, the Patient 
becomes inſenſible, and dies paralytie: And as it is now, I 
believe, an acknowledged Truth, that extravafated Blood is 
never converted into true Pus, neither of theſe Accidents 
can in the leaſt contribute that Matter, Which was fap- 
poſed to form the Metaſtaſis. From an inflammatory Ob- 


ſtruction only then can we expect Matter to be formed, 


which muſt either be feated in the Subſtance a the Brain, 


Or in its Membranes. 


Tu Difficulty with which all membranous . 8 
rate, and their Propenſity, if the Inflammation is not diſ- 
perſed, to putrify and ſphacelate, give us little Room to ſup- 
poſe they can furniſh the Matter for an hepatic Abſceſs; and 
though ſome' Caſes are upon Record to prove that a Suppu- 
ration may take Place in the Subſtance of the Brain, yet if 
Inſtances can be produced, wherein Matter has been. fond 
in no ſmall Quantity in the Liver, When very little, if any 
* of a 9 has been obſerved within the 

"EY Cranium 


— . —„ 
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Cranium.*, we muſt at leaſt allow, that Abſeeſſes may exiſt 
in the Liver after an Injury received on the Head, without 
being derived, or occaſioned by falling, from this Part to that 
abdominal Viſcus. , e omg 0 enn 
Pxxkars the following Inſtance may help to illuſtrate this 
Matter... 2 imp n notpamatint un 07 
F. G. a hearty Lad, about 


nine Vears of Age, fell down 


a conſiderable Precipice upon his Head. This was ſucceeded 
by a Loſs of Senſe, Coma, Vomiting, and violent Grindin gs 


of his Teeth. Upon Examination, the Scalp was lacerated 
on the Top of the Os Frontis, but the Cranium could not be 
perceived in the leaſt injured. The Surgeon therefore, who 
was firſt concerned, ordered him to be plentifully bled, 
and. the free Uſe of proper Laxatives. By- this Method he: 


| ſeemed conſiderably relieved, and grew ſomewhat: ſenfible 5 


but, as the Drowſineſs continued, on the third Day after the 
Accident, a large Portion of the Scalp was taken away, and 


the Arteries ſuffered, to bleed plentifully. Upon this all his: 


Symptoms. abated, and on the eighth Day he was able to 
walk about the Room. The Wound ſuppurated kindly, and/ 
every Thing ſeemed to promiſe a Recover. 


* Gallus quidam in capite graviter cum offis depreſſione luculenta vulneratus, 
cum non fine vitz periculo evaſiſſet, poſt menſes aliquot in morbum incidit :. Voca- 

tus ad eum de affectus eſſentia ac ſymptomatis a medico, qui curam ejus habebat, 
ac tum forte aberat, nihil intellexi : Aſſiſtentes vero referebant medicum capitis vul- 
neri dudum per ſanato malum omne adſcribere : Ego hominem iQericum-cum lenta 
febre, delirio et totius corporis atrophia conſpiciens alibi morbum cauſam latere ſuſ-. 
picatus, ac jecoris regionem manu tractans duritiem cum dolore deprehendi, eamque 

ſedem male affectam, cerebrum vero illæſum eſſe prohuntiavi. Obiit vero ille eadem: 
die. N . + | 

In diſſecto capite, nullum prorſus vitium apparuit : Abdomine aperto, hepatis 
ſubſtantia fere tota abſumpta, ipſiuſque loco putrilago ac purulentia tanquam in ſacco 
incluſa in venta eft, Ex ob/erveticnibus Th. Mermanni Archiatri Bavarici, © 


AT 
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Ar the End of the tlürd Week, he complained of a Pain 
in his Belly, attended with an Uneaſineſs in his Stomach; and 
Loſs of Appetite. In a little Time his Abdomen appeared 
much ſwoln and tumified, and his healthy florid Counte- 
nance · yas changed to a pallid hue: The Wound on his Head: 
inſtead of continuing to heal kindly, threw out a fungous: 
Fleſh, while the Parts ſurrounding it became oedematous; 
and- ſeveral. Sinuſſes were formed between the Integuments 
and Skull. From this Time he daily grew worſe, and” died 
about / the End of the fifth Week: 


As I had ſeen him ſeveral: Times during his Illneſs, I pro- 


cured Leave of his Friends to inſpect the Body. On Open- 
ing the Head I found the Dura: Mater: in a ſloughy, putrid 
State under the Part injured, and upon the Surface of the- 
Dura Mater there appeared a very ſmall Quantity of Matter , 
but without the leaſt Appearance of Ulceration in any of the 
ſarrounding Parts. Fhe Subſtance of the Brain was ſound; 


and in every Reſpect of à natural Appearance. Upon 'exa-- 


mining the Abdomen, ſome Water was found in its Cavity, 
but all the Viſcera remained in good. Condition, except the 
A all Quantity of Pus: is frequently found between the Cranium and Dura 
Mater of thoſe who have died of Injuries on the Head, without any farther Appear- 
ance of Hurt to the Brain. A tumefied puffy State of the Scalp- coming on ſome - 
Days after the Accident, either when the proper Means to prevent an Infla 
have been neglected, or, though made Uſo of, - have- proved inſufficient for its Relief, 
has been rightly thought to indicate a Separation of the Pericranium ' from the. 
Skull externally. In ſuch Cafes the Dura Mater, if laid bare by the Trepan, will 


be found not only detached from the Cranium internally, but, according to the. Vio- 
lence of the Symptoms, will appear more or leſs in a putrid, ſloughy State. An 


apatomical Inſpection ſufficiently, proves to us. how theſe.-two, Membranes communi- 


cate, and are connected with each other, by the Veſlels paſſing through the two Ta- 
bles of the Cranium and its Meditullium, or Diploe. We need not therefore be ſur- 
rized at this ſmal! Appearance of Matter, ſince it is ſo eaſily to be accounted for 
y the Rupture and Deſtruction of theſe Veſlels from the Violence of the Contuſion . 
at the Time of the Accident, or of the conſequent Suppuration. g +1 


— 


„ 


Liver, 


mmation 
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Liver, in which | were m_ diſtinet Abſcedes: pri l 


2 this Cale it is to be obſerved, that thi . vrhich 
immediately ſucceeded the Fall were timely removed by the 
antiphlagiſtic Method; and 1 think it not at all unprabable, 
that, had the Fall been productive of no other bad Conſe - 
quenee than what appeared at firſt in the Head, the poor 
Bey would have recovered. But as the affected Liver muſt 
unavoidably, by its Functions being impaired, diſturb: the 

Regularity of the Circulation 3 hence aroſe thoſe new Tp 

toms: which readered his Recovery hopeleſs. 

Wir frequently ſee. the bad Symptoms, immediately . 
coeding a ſevere Stroke on the: Head, in a Day or two almoft 
entirely removed, yet that the moſt malignant Conſequences 
hall enſue, and this long after, when the Patient has been 
ſuppoſed out of Danger, or even almoſt recovered; here how 
ever the Indication of the impending Miſchief is local, and 
may be known, as Mr. Porr has juſtly obferved, by a puff 
"Tumeur of the Scalp and the Detachment of the Pericranium 
from the Skull under ſuch Tumour. But the Caſe in the 
-preſent Inſtance is different, as the Wound never degenerated. 
for the worſe till. the abdominal Complaints were violent, 
and the Conſtitution: from the additional Miſchief there ſeemed | 
evidently upon the Decline. 

TRANSLATIONS of Matter * from one e Part to mother are 


by no Means uncommon, but are frequently to be met with 


Etſi metaſtaſeos doctrinam admitteremus, non ita conſtans eſt, ut hepatis abſceſ- 
ſum perpetuo promovere, aut concomitari videatur ; hepar enim quandoque: affecto 
capite, in pus colliqu obſervayerunt,, velut in Apoplexia, morbis comatoſis, 
&c. ubi nullum ws Niciutn vel cauſa proftaret, —— Bertrand; 4 abhſcelſibus gui 
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after Amputations of the larger Limbs, where the Vis Vitæ 
is impaired, and cannot ſupport. that Diſcharge of Matter, fo 
neceſſary to complete the Deſign of Nature in healing a large 
Wound; dut under ſuch Cireumſtances there is very little, 
if any, Appearance of an Iuflammation, and the Matter is 
rather diſſeminated through the Viſeus on which it falls, 
than as collected im one or more large Vomicæ. If there- 
fore we ſhould meer with the Liver after the Deceaſe of a 
Perſon, from à Violence committed to the Head, in that 
Kind of hardened' inffammatory State which almoſt always 
terminates in Suppuration, we muſt certainly look upon the 
immediate Cauſe of ſuch an Abfceſs' as confined to: the Part, 
and that it was formed there as in other Parts of the Body, 
er as in other Viſcera, where the Injuty is local. Of this, 
we meet with a Cafe worthy our Obſervation in Meekren. 

Dix ſeptimo: menſis Junii curæ noſtræ ſubjectus Henricus 
Henrici Oſnabrugenſis, in quo ex ictu os frontis fractum,, 
depreſſumque notabatur ;: duodecimo ah Hoc tempote die obiit 
æger. In hoc æque ac in aliis decumbentibus, de dolore la- 
teris dextri, puris in vulnere imminutione, denique febre, at. 
que delirio, quærelæ fuerunt. 

CALVARIA ablata, pituitoſa occurrebat eaque corrupt” 
materia, non ſolum in latere capitis dexfro. circa piam ma- 
trem, ſed et in ſiniſtro (eo quod ex concuſſi- ione cerebri artèé 
riæ laceratæ) circa ſinus. Relicto capite, quod de dolore hy- | 
pochondrii dextri,, dum in vivis æger, valdè conqueſtus, pu- 
riſque in loco affecto imminutio conſiderabilis, ventris in- 
ferioris viſcera accipimus; ad hepar ubi devenimus palmæ 


| fere 3 accedentem inflammationem in eo reperimus, 
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quæ fine dubio purulentæ collectioni anſam dediſſet, ſiqui- 
dem diutius in vivis fuiſſet jam defunctus. Meełren, p. 38. 
1 it not a little ſtrange that aged ſo deſirous of n 

| ſhould hy over 1 in win a :irayniſtance with loch I Inat- 
tention, and though rather inclined to the O pinion of a Me- 
taſtaſis, fhould tell us that an Inflammation was coming on, 
which, beyond a Doubt, would have produced a Collection 
of Matter, if the Patient had lived a little longer. Surely 
no one would ſuppoſe that an Inflammation in one Part could 
invite Matter from another; or think otherwiſe than that, 
if an Abſceſs is formed i in a Part where an Inflammation has 
„ ſhewn itſelf, the Matter muſt be there gener * the 


uſual Act of Suppuration ! a 
As this Abſceſs has been found i in ths Liver, after © a ** 


lence committed to the Head, which did not come to Sup- 
puration, we muſt look for the general Cauſe of i it elſe where. 
Bertrand; *, diffatisfied with this Doctrine, as well as with 
that which ſuppoſes the Abſceſs to be produced by a ſympa- 
thetic Affection of the Nerves, endeavours to account for it 
from a diſturbed Circulation, in Conſequence of the Violence 
committed to the Head; but this, I think, appears much 
leſs reaſonable and ſatisfactory than the former. For grant- | 
ing that the Force of the Circulation is increaſed by the in- 
ordinate Influence of the Nerves when an Injury has been of- 
fered to the Brain, and, what is till more, that the Blood 
in conſequence thereof may be worked up to a greater De- 
e © Vid. Sur les abſces du foye. acad. royale chirurgie, vol. j. 
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gree of Denſity, ſo as to occaſion, Obſtructions in the ſanguineous 
Veſſels. Granting this, I ſay, why ſhould the Liver be more 
particularly affected by this inflammatory Diſpoſition? and why 
might we not equally expect this Diſpoſition to be arreſted in any 
other Viſcera of the Abdomen and Thorax, where the Ramifica- 
tions are equally fine and delicate? or, if the Abſceſſes in the 
Liver are formed ſolely from a hurried Circulation, how comes 
it to paſs, that the Head itſelf ſnould ſo remarkably eſcape theſe 
ſad Effects? a Part, we know, as ſoon affected in a Fever as any 
of the whole Body, and from which, being ee injured, 
all this Miſchief is oppoſed. to ariſe. 


455 every Caſe I have yet met with (and I bobs carefully exa- 

mined every Author that I could procure on this Subject) where 
Abſceſſes have been found in the Viſcera after Wounds of the 
Head, I have always remarked ſome Symptom of an injured Brain 
immediately to ſucceed the Accident, as Loſs of Senſe and Motion, 
_ involuntary Diſcharge of Fzces and Urine, Rigors,. Spaſms, Vo- 
mitings, Sc. Theſe evidently ariſe from the altered State of that 
Influence, which the Brain has by Means of the Nerves over the 
different Functions of the Animal Oeconomy; and what ſtill fur- 
ther confirms this is, that the ſame Symptoms ſucceed, tho' in 
different Degrees, the Attack of an Apoplexy, Epilepſy, Pally, 
Sec. from an internal Cauſe. May we not therefore with the 
greateſt Reaſon ſuppoſe, that, the Functions of the Liver. being 
injured by a ſympathetic Irritation of its Veſſels and neighbouring 
Parts from a diſeaſed State of the Brain, of which the Vomiting 
and increaſed Secretion of Bile are ſufficient Proofs, ſuch Obſtruc- 
tions may be formed as afterwards to terminate in Suppuration ? 

I would add to this an aſſiſting Cauſe which perhaps is too ge- 
nerally, if not always, overlooked. In thoſe Accidents where the 
Head ſuffers moſt, as by Falls from on high, being thrown with 
Violence from a Horſe, &c. the Body muſt likewiſe at the fame 
Time receive a ſevere Shock, which may not only aggravate the 


Injury 


* 
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Injury committed to the Head by diſordering the Viſcera 


in general, but from the Size as well as ſoft pulpy Texture 
of the Liver, affect the Functions of that Viſeus in particular, 
and thereby not a little affiſt in confirming thoſe Obſtructions, 
which afterwards could not be terminated but by Suppuration. 
The following Caſe communicated to me by my very worthy 
and ingenious Friend Mr. Watſon, renders this Circumſtance 
deſervin g of particular Notice. | 
A Man, by a Fall from a Ladder, ewe a Fracture of the 
Skull with a Concuſſion of the Brain, and at the fame Time two 
Ribs were broken. The Man, excluſive of the uſual Com- 
plaints attendant on ſuch an Injury to the Head, laboured un- 
der a very difficult Reſpiration, which was ſuppoſed to ariſe from 
ſome Injury committed to the Lungs by the fractured Ribs. 
He died in a few Days, and upon opening the Abdomen a large 
Laceration was found in the Diaphragm, through which ſome 


af the abdominal Viſcera were puſhed up into the Thorax.— 


Surely a leſs Violence * than this, which produced ſo conſi- 
derable a Laceration in the Diaphragm, would greatly injure 
the Subſtance of the Liver, Spleen, &c. ſo as of itſelf to lay 
a ſufficient Foundation for an Abſceſs. Many ſevere Contu- 
lions of the Head and Concuſſions of the Brain, even at- 
tended with extenſive Fractures, have terminated well, when 
other much ſlighter Accidents of the ſame Kind have proved 
mortal. This Difference may very probably proceed from ſome 
additional Diſorder, which the Animal Oeconomy received from 
the complicated Injury of other Parts, which perhaps, thro' the 


inſenſible State of the ripped is overlooked, till from the Re- 


Dr. Crevile, an eminent Phyſician of this City, favoured me with the . 
Caſes. A young Man at Play with his Sweetheart, ſuddenly let looſe her Hands, 
ſhe fell down upon the Ground. In a few Days the Abdomen began to enlarge, a rye 
Aſcites was formed, and ſhe died ſoon after. — A Gentleman in attempting to mount 
his Horſe, overpoiſed himſelf, and fell on the oppoſite Side. Though no immediate 
2 8 in a little Time he OT to ſwell, Fe not long e 912 __ nen 


drop | 
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lief and Mitigation of the violent Symptoms, or the Recovery 
of his Senſes, he cam fignify-thoſe Complaints. 
Tux diagnoſtic Symptoms of an injured Liver tending to 
Suppuratian will be then in general evident to a careful ob- 


ſerver, and may be known by a Pain in the Abdomen about 
the right Hypocondrium, bilious Vomitings, irregular Shi- 


verings, fallow Countenance, and a ſwoln tumid Belly, at- 
tended with a more or leſs remarkable Fluctuation of Water. 
Sometimes, when the inflammatory Symptoms run high, the 
Patient is attacked with a burning Fever and inſatiable Thirſt, 
in which Caſe a Delirium n obs his Diſſolution. - 


* 
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J. forty two Years of Ae of a tender. Conſtitution, | 
though in the former Part of her Life very healthy, 
was in ike Year 1755 delivered of her firſt Child without 
any Circumſtance attending the Labour more than natural. 
From this Time ſhe became ſubject to ſome ſlight, though 
continued. Indiſpoſitions, which ſeemed. to proceed from a. 
flow lurking Fever. This however did. not affect her Con- 
ſtitution ſo as to prevent her daily Attempts for a Sub- 
fiſtence, which the Meanneſs of her Circumſtances neceſſarily 


required, till November 1759, when, following the Occupa- 


tion of a Waſherwoman, and heaving a Weight beyond her- 
Strength, ſhe hurt her Side, from whence enſued a trouble- 
ſome Pain in the right Iliac Region, which, though at firſt. 
trifling, gradually encreaſed, attended with frequent Nauſeas 
and Vomitings. For this various Remedies were applied: 
with little Effect. 

In this Condition ſhe was ſituated at the ikke of the: 
Year 1760, when, upon attempting to remove a Hogſhead,, 
a Subſtance as big as a. Tennis Ball, and as ſhe expreſſed it 
like Griſtle, was diſcharged per vaginam.. From this how- 
ever ſhe found. no Relief; but, on the contrary, her Pains. 
became quite violent, and a Tumour, which had ſome. 
Time appeated 1 in the right Iliac Region, encreaſed conſider- 
ably. 

Hrn 
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Hxnx Menſes returned periodically every three Weeks, and 
to an immenſe Quantity, till two Months before her Deceaſe, 
when they entirely diſappeared. She now had. very little 
Eaſe but what was gained by Opiates, till at laſt quite worn 

out with Exceſs of Pain, ſhe died October 30, . 1760. . 
FuE Violence of her Complaints admitting of no Relief, 
ang the Singularity of many Circumſtances. that occurred du- 
ring her Illneſs, made thoſe about her deſirous of knowing, 
if poſſible, the Cauſe of her Diſorder. Upon a proper In- 
ſpection the following Particulars were obſerved. pe 
The Abdomen was uniformly diſtended, the Tumour pro- 
tuberating from the two Offa Ilia, and extending to the Mid- 
way between the Navel and Scrobiculus Cordis, with as exact 
a Similarity to the State of Pregnancy as can poſſibly be con- 
| Upon examining this Swelling carefully I could perceive 
ſeveral hard. Inequalities, between which might be diſtin- 
guiſhed a Fluctuation, though this rather more on the left 
than on the right Side. | 145 
' SHE was emaciated to the higheſt Degree. Scarce any Ap- 
pearance of the abdominal Muſcles remained; fo that almoſt 
a @ ſuperficial. Incifion expoſed the Cavity of the Abdomen, 
when the Omentum immediately offered itſelf, an entire Co- 


That Diſſatisfaction, which too often prevails among Patients, eſpecially thoſe 
ef the lower Claſs, afflicted with chronical Complaints, induced this poor Woman, 
in the Courſe of her Illneſs, to conſult various Practitioners ; from none of whom 
however ſhe received any other than a meer momentary. Relief. It was impoflible. - 
therefore to obtain ſuch a particular Account of every Circumſtance, that attended 
the Riſe and Progreſs. of her, Diſorder, as was perhaps neceſſary to illuſtrate the Ap- 
pearances that offered upon opening her. At the Time of her Deceaſe ſhe was un- 
der the Care of Mr. Apperley,. an ingenious Surgeon at Roſs, Hereford/hire, who fa- 
voured me.with ſuch Particulars as he could during his Attendance procure, and with. 
Wham I attended the Inſpection. of the Body. 8 


vering 
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vering, to the Viſcera, extended quite down to the Pubis, 
and in many Places attached to the Peritonzum, though by 
ſuch flight Adheſions as were cafily ſeparated. The Fat, with 
which this Part ſo often and in ſuch Quantity abounds, was en- 
tirely diffolved and- diſſipated, fo that nonght was left but the 
double Membrane it is compoſed of, here and there through 
its whole Extent befet with innumerable, though finall Scir- 
fhoſities. Its Adhefron to the Body of the Tumour, which 
now preſented itfelf, was much. more remarkable as it was al- 
moſt general, and could not be ſeparated without Force. 

Tun Cavity of the Pelvis was entirely occupied by a large 
and confuſed Maſs, extended upwards to the third or fourth 
Vertebra Lumborum, where Part of the Inteſtines were col- 
lected into a Heap, but ſtill retained their natural Appear- 
ance. Thoſe that were in the Cavity of the Pelvis and under 
the Fumout adhered remarkably thereto, and, when ſeparated 
carefully, appeared ſuperficially and n ng _ 
out the whole Extent of the Adheſion. 

EXAMINING more particularly into this uhcemmon Ap- ; 
pearance, we diſcovered a very ſingular Diſpoſition of the 
neighbouring Parts. 'The Bladder, which at firſt could not- 
be diſtinguiſhed, was found by introducing a Probe thro' the 
Meatus Urinarius anteriorly and inſeparably united to the ge- 
_ Maſs, as was the Uterus poſteriorly by as firm an Attach- 

Upon endeavouring to extricate the Uterus, after having 
| _ the whole Subſtance a little out of the Pelvis, we found 
the Tumour chiefly made up of a difeafed Ovarium on the. 
right Side completely ſcirrhous, on the left containing a 
Fluid in ſome conſiderable Quantity. The adjoining F allo- 
pian Tube appeared well, though rather enlarged as it ap- 
proached 
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proached the Tumour; but we could not perceive the leaſt 
Veſtige of its Fimbriæ. The whole Body of the Uterus 
was ſound and of a natural contracted Size, as well as the 
Fallopian Tube and Ovarium of the left Side. 

| Upon making an Incifion into that Part of the Tumour 
where the Fluid was contained, there guſhed out a. yellow- 
colored and inſipid Liquor, not in the leaſt gelatinous, and 
to the Amount of near two Quarts. In this floated ſeyeral 
large brown Lumps, through whoſe Subſtance a Number of 
black Hairs were interſperſed like the Mixture of Hair with 
Mortar for the Plaiſterer's Uſe *. | 

. ENLARGING the Inciſion to inſpect the internal Part of the 
Cyſt, we found ſeveral Incqualities of a cartilaginous Firmneſs, 
from one of which aroſe an Offification of the exact Form 
and Reſemblance to one of the Dentes Canini, and ſuch in- 


deed it proved to be . for age | | 
A Subſtance partly of a ſchirrous Firmneſs, and ſteatoma- 
tous f where the Inflammation was, made up the Remain- 


* The Appearance of Hair in ſuch a confined Part, which has not the leaſt Com- 
munication with any natural Paſſage, whereby it —_— be ſuppoſed to gain Admit- 
tance, has given Riſe to many Conjectures; and by ſome later Writers has been ſup- 

oſed to be the Remains of Embrios that have periſhed there. But how can it 
imagined that a Bunch of, Hair could eſcape that Maceration, which had deſtroyed 
all the other Parts? Or do we ever meet with the Hair even of a Fœtus at its full 
Time of ſuch a Length, as has offered in ſuch Inſtances as the preſent, frequently 
of two or three Inches ? Can we reaſonably be led to imagine that Hairs will conti- 
nue to grow, when the Part deſtined by Nature to — them has long been de- 
ſtroyed? Will not the Similarity, if true, of Hair growing on dead Bodies, which 
has been offered to ſupport this Opinion, be much better accounted for by a 
natural Vegetation ? If ſo, will it not be more reaſonable to look upon the Hair 
found in ſuch Inſtances as Natives of the Part, and the Conſequences of a Deprava- 
tion of its Jyires ? And will not the Exiſtence of ſuch Hairs jn a Part very little, 
jf at all enlarged, confirm this, which was abſolutely the Caſe in Be oppolite or 

left Ovary ? ; h 

+ This Tooth undoubtedly was ſwallowed while the Tumour was forming, when 
by perforating the Inteſtines and Ovarium it gained Admittance. . 

t May not a Schirrus in its early State be ſometimes diſſolved into a bad condi- 
tioned Abſceſs that ſhall afford only a thick and ſteatomatous Kind of Pus ? 

: der 
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der of the Tumour : The external Coat of which, where it 
was the Cyſt to the contained Fluid, was perfectly membra- 
nous, very thin, and of a ſimilar Colour to the Inteſtines, and 
ſeemed as if it conſiſted only of the Peritoneal Coat; but in 
other Parts through woe! Opacity of its Contents nt 
aſhcoloured. | 

On laying open the Bladder, there ad, jetting . 
wards from its Fundus a ſteatomatous Protuberancy of a co- 
nical Form, and full as large as a Hen's Egg, which though 
a Part of the diſeaſed Ovarim ſeemed as if it aroſe from the 
Bladder itſelf, fo firmly were theſe two Parts united here to- 
gether. Tis probable, that this Tumour received its Shape 
from the Action of the abdominal Muſcles and their Preſſure 
upon the Tumour whenever the Woman attempted to make 
Water, as at ſuch Times ſhe always complained of an Un- 
eaſineſs and bearing down, which not only occaſioned 2 UI 
Pain, but even ſometimes prevented its Emiſſion. 

ALL the reſt of the Viſcera were quite ſound and in a 
* Condition. 


Var I0Us had been the Conjectures upon the Cauſe of 
this Diſorder: In general it had been ſuppoſed an extra- 
uterine Fœtus. The Date and gradual Advance of her Com- 
plaints, the regular Encreaſe of the Swelling ſo like to Pregnan- 
cy, and all this about the natural Time *, muſt be allowed in 
ſome Degree ſufficient to deceive the moſt expert. Collections 
of Water in the Cavity, or even between the Coats of the Body 


2 = firſt Appearance of the Syelling and her Deceaſe happened within nine 


of 
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of the Uterus, have impoſed upon the greateſt Men for a 
State of Pregnancy till the Expiration of the uſual Period 
has difcloſed the dangerous Fallacy. Indeed in Diſeaſes of the 
Abdomen, which cannot be aſcertained till they have ſome 
Time exiſted, and are ſo ſituated that we cannot reap the Be- 
-nefit of an autoptical Demonſtration, Matters muſt appear very 
doubtful even to the moſt ingenious and experienced, and 
.this more eſpecially, as the Diagnoftics are too frequently. con- 
founded by a Similitude in Circumſtances of the neighbouring 
Parts when diſeaſed. Hence one, among the many great 
Advantages that attend the Inſpection of morbid Bodies, is 
that of aſcertaining the Diſeaſes of particular Parts, as well 
as the different Diſorders of the ſame Part, for want of which 
many Inferences have been deduced, that though ſometimes 

right, yet are too frequently exceptionable. | 

IN Enlargements of the Ovaries-it has been laid down as a 
Maxim, that the Tumour will appear on one. or-both Sides 
of the Linea Alba, as one or both of the Ovaria are affected. 
This however is by no Means juſt, ſeveral Inſtances having 
contradicted it, where the Tumour from one affected Ovary 


has been extended to the oppoſite Side, and enlarged the Ab- 


domen quaquaverſim. From what I have been able to col- 


lect from Authors, or deduce from my own Obſervation, this 


Maxim will be found more generally juſt when the Ovaries 


are ſchirrous *, than when a Fluid is collected in them: For 
as the Dilatation of hydropic Cyſts is well known to en- 


9 1 was once preſent at the Operation of the Paracenteſis for the Aſcites' on a 


Woman, in whom no other Symptom had appeared than thoſe uſually attendant on 
that Diſeaſe. But when the Waters were evacuated, and the Abdomen was col 
Tapſed, two diſtinct Bodies appeared in the right and left Iliac en eaſily to be 
diſtiaguiſhed, the two Ovaria enlarged and indurated. 
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creaſe conſiderably in a little Time, (the contrary of which 
happens in a Schirrus where the Tumour advances but ſlowly) 
ſo if nothing reſiſts the preternatural Enlargement when one 
Ovary only is affected, it may croſs the Uterus, and in Time 

entirely occupy the Cavity of the Pelvis, and at laſt in a great 
Degree that of the Abdomen. Simple Collections of Water 
in, or Indurations of, the Ovaries, are indeed too frequent, 
but complicated as in the preſent Caſe, as the learned Dr. 
Hunter has obſerved, much more rarely to be found +. In- 
deed a Reaſon ſeems to offer why it ſhould be fo. Drop- 
fies in whatever Part they are ſituated are generally ſuppoſed 
to take their Riſe either from a Rupture of the Lymphatics 
or a diminiſhed and weakened Power in the Action of the 
abſorbent Veſſels. The Permeability of the whole animal 
Syſtem will ſufficiently account for their Beginning in the 
ſmalleſt Cell of the Cellular Membrane, and the well-known 
Dilability of that Membrane, why it ſhould encreaſe ſome- 
times to ſuch an enormous Size. But how general ſoever 
theſe dropſical Complaints may be, they are not more fo than 
ſchirrous Indurations ; for tho' the Antients confined ſuch Af 
fections to the glandular Parts only, yet I may venture to af- 
firm there is no Part of the Body that has not ſuffered this 
Diſeaſe. That particular Conſtruction, which was formerly 


ſuppoſed to conſtitute a Gland, is now confuted by that Per- 


fection we are arrived at in the Art of injecting, which has 
ſhewn us that the compoſing Parts or Veſſels of every Gland 

+ In this Reſpe a Diſtinction may properly be made between ſchirrous En- 
largements attended with encyſted Collections of Water, Hydatid like, where the 


Cyſt is fimple and formed by a dilated Lymphatic, or Cell of the Cellular Mem- 
brane, and thoſe where the Induration and Water are included in the ſame Coat, 


are 


PATHOLOGICAL INQUIRIES. 51 
are the ſame, though. differently RE and eb for 
the different Secretions. [7 
Ts true thoſe Parts, till denominated e are moſt 
liable to Indurations and ſchirrous Diſorders; becauſe the 
vaſcular Syſtem in them is ſo variouſſy complicated and in- 
terwoven that, when the fecreted Liquor meets with an Im- 
pediment to its Diſcharge through the excretory Ducts, an 
Obſtruction is formed, the Regularity of the whole Syſtem is 
perverted, and Indurations ariſe from a Retention and Inſpiſ- 
fation of the groſſer Parts. The ſame will be the Conſe- 
quence whatever Secretion is obſtructed, and not timely re- 
ſolved, whether in the fimple or moſt compound Gland. 
As one of theſe Diſorders therefore ſeems to ariſe from an 
Obſtruction to the circulating Fluid through the Veſſels in 
the Part affected, and the other from a too free Diſcharge of 
the Humours, or a Deficiency in the Power of Abſorption, 
their Co-exiſtence appears rather contradictory: But if we 
conſider the Effects and Alterations Diſeaſes often produce in 
the Occonomy of the affected Part this will be eaſier ac- 
counted for. 
Wr cannot ſuppoſe, that when an Obſtruction is once 
formed in the vaſcular Syſtem of a particular Part, that all 
the Veſſels, which contribute to the Nouriſhment of that 
Part, muſt ſhare the ſame Fate. Was that the Caſe, the 
Part affected would mortify and ſlough off: Whereas the 
Circulation muſt be continued to maintain that Life there ne- 
ceſſary to prevent Corruption, which may be continued by 
collateral Branches, whoſe natural Capacity, though not at 
firſt ſufficient for continuing the Circulation properly, may 
in Time be ſo enlarged (in Diameter) as to afford it an eaſy 
2. Paſſage. 
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Paſſage. If by the Addition then of freſh Matter the Part, 
ſhould be fo diſtended and enlarged as to occaſion a Compreſ- 


ſion on the neighbouring Parts, the Circulation of the Fluids 


will be rendered more difficult, and perhaps a. Veſſel ru; 1 


tured, - which may afterwards diſcharge a Fluid that in Time. 
ſhall be collected in ſuch a Quantity as to overcome any 
Fnus ſeems to ariſe that complicated Diſeaſe the Hydro- 
Sarcocele in whatever Part of the Body it may exiſt: For 
though we ſhould carry our Inveſtigations of the particular: 
Structure of any Part to the greateſt Minuteneſs, we ſhall 
always find it made up of the ſame Principles as thoſe of. 
the other ſoft Parts in general. The Ovaria appear to be a 


Congeries of Veſſels variouſly configured and connected to- 


gether by Cellular Membrane, for the Formation and Nou- 


riſhment of the Ova in particular, and Ovarium in general 8 


And therefore the original: Cauſe of either of theſe Com- 
plaints, or both together, may ariſe as well in the veſicular: 
as. in the cellular Part thereof, and. this as in dropſical Affec- 


tions elſewhere. It has indeed been ſuppoſed, that the En- 


largement of the Ova or Veſicles has given Riſe to Collec- 
tions of Water or Matter, Sc. in the Ovary, by an Author. 
of the firſt Character , and we very well know that the Cel- 
lular Membrane is the general Seat of ſuch. Complaints in 


Elegantes ſane ſunt vaſorum plexus, qui ovarium undique inveſtiunt, et notatu- 
digniſſima vaſculorum minimorum expanſio, quibus ipſa ovula perreptari deprehen- 

dimus, una cum fibrillarum, ſeu mavis, tubulorum ſubtiliſſimoram ſerie, quorum ope- 
ex iis materia congrua, pro ovi mutatione jugiter ſecernitur, quibuſve vel obſtructis. 
aut compreſſis aliterque læſis, ut viam liquort ſecernendo negent, ſterilitas ſubſequi- 
tur, ruptis vero laceratiſve a ſeri extravaſantis vel lymphæ ſtagnantis, aut e vaſculis, 
ſois ruptis, exundantis copia, 1 dicto via ſternitur. Harder us in obſerwati- 
enibus anatemico pradicis, et Boneti ſepulchrets. anatomico. Vol. ii. p. 504. 
* 3 - + Haller. Obſervat. patholog. 
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other Parts of the Body, and therefore if. an Occaſion is 
given,. why not here ? 

A RecolleQion then of the various Circumſtances, n 
ing a ſchirrous Ovarium, will ſhew us. the little Probability of 
a Cure in its more advanced. State. Extirpation will be found 
almoſt impracticable, ſince the Diſeaſe may not appear till its 
Size would require ſuch an Opening, as would threaten the 
moſt imminent Danger, excluſive of the dreadful Riſque of 
a mortal Hæmorrhage, or the Probability of the Inteſtines 
preſenting themſelves before the Tumour, as well as the Poſſi- - 
bility, of their adhering thereto x. In early Times only there- - 
fore are. we. to hope for Succeſs, when the Heat, Pain, and. , 
other pathognomonic Symptoms peculiar. to that Part, adviſe. 

us of the Exiſtence of an. Inflammation, and hint to us the 
Neceſſity and Uſe of the. antiphlogiſtic Method. And tho' 
we ſhould err, by ſuſpecting the Seat of the Diſeaſe in the 
Ovarium, when the Uterus, or any other of its Appendages, 
may be the Parts affected, the Direction of the Cure will 
not be in the leaſt altered, as the ſame Remedies will I ima- 
gine prove equally ſerviceable to Parts ſo contiguous, and- 
intimately concerned with each.other. 

SHOULD the Complaint be leſs inflammatory, and of the 

more indolent Kind, ſaponaceous and other external reſolvent 
Applications will probably aſſiſt the internal Medicines, „ N 
amongſt which perhaps Glyſters will bear no ſmall Share. 

Bur after all, I am afraid ſchirrous Affections of theſe 

Parts well: in oP * end obſtinately to refiſt even our- 


* 


3 See De Aion ratio 8 FRY iv. cap. 3. Also, Medical! En Tr Vol. it... | +: 


p. 41. where the Symptoms and et of a diſeaſed. dropſic 9 „ 
excellently deſcribed by Dr. Hunter. . 1 . re. | 
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beſt directed Efforts, and for this Reafon, that they are fre- 
quently a long while diſeaſed before any Symptom appears. 
The Inſenſibility of the natural Subſtance of theſe Parts ſuffer 
Obſtructions to be formed at firſt without any Inconveni- 
ence to the Patient, and unleſs the Schirrus is of the more 
malignant Kind, the firſt Indication a the Diſeaſe is gene- 
rally an Enlargement and Tumefaction of the Pare affected. 
This is in a great Meaſure illuſtrated by the following In- 
ſtance. 

MARGARET HoLDER, a married Woman, of a ſpare Habit 
of Body and tender Conſtitution, when about thirty Years of 
Age, was delivered of her firſt Child, after a difficult and dan- 
gerous Labour; from which Time ſhe was ſubject to a very 
troubleſome Pain in her Back and Loins, but more particularly 
on the left Side. After this ſhe had three more Children, 
and recovered her Lyings-in to be as well as ever. 

In the Harveſt of 1764, ſhe caught a ſevere cold from being 
wet through. Immediately the Pain ſhifted from her Back 
to the right Iliac Region, where it became at Times as vio- 
lent, according to her Expreſſion, as ever ſhe felt in Labour. 
This continued with greater or leſs Severity for a Fortnight, 
when ſhe imagined ſhe could perceive ſome hard Nobs juſt 
above the Pelvis. She likewiſe obſerved that the Abdomen 
began to enlarge, and indeed in a little Time it grew ſo big 
that, though a Widow, ſhe was ſuſpected to be with Child. 
This Scandal gave her great Uneaſineſs, and encreaſed a flow 
lurking Fever, which had conſtantly been troubleſome to her 
ever ſince her firſt Complaints in the Abdomen. Being 
very poor, ſhe had nothing to allay her Thirſt, which now 
was very great, but Water, which ſhe ſometimes drank 

; to 
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to three or four Quarts in a Day. From this Time the Ab- 


domen encreaſed conſiderably, and the became in her own I²' 


Opinion dropſical. 
Sur now found a great Bearing-down, as ſhe imagined, of 


the Uterus; the Hardnefles encreaſed in Size, and her Legs 
and Thighs became very oedematous. She had frequent In- 
clination to make Water, but could diſcharge very little, and 
that with a Kind of Strangury ; and though regular in her 
menſtrual Diſcharge, till attacked with this Illneſs, ſhe ne- 


ver obſerved the leaſt Appearance afterwards. In this State 


ſhe was admitted into our Infirmary under the Care of Dr. 
Lyſons, and ſoon received conſiderable Benefit. The Abdo- 
men, which was very much enlarged, and wherein an evi- 
dent Fluctuation was perceived, ſubſided conſiderably, her 
Legs and Thighs were reduced almoſt to their natural Size, 
her Appetite, which was before conſiderably impaired, now 
returned ſo, that ſhe could reliſh her Food, and ſhe walked 
about with Pleaſure and Eaſe. This Relief however conti- 
nued but for a little Time, and her Complaints returned 
with greater Violence than ever. The Fever was ſtrong 
and conſtant, and ſhe complained of great Pain in her Bowels, 
with a conſtant Sickneſs and Inclination to vomit. The hard 
| Subſtances ſeemed to encreaſe conſiderably, and her Thighs 
and Legs were much more tumefied than before, Finding 
| herſelf evidently upon the Decline, and imagining ſhe could 
not poſſibly live much longer, ſhe deſired to return Home, 
where ſhe continued in the ſame State for about three Weeks, 
and then died. Being informed by Dr. Ly/ons of her De- 
ceaſe, I attended him to inſpect the Body, "A 
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Upon opening the Abdomen we abſorbed with a Spunge 
about three Pints of Water, which had been extravaſated 
in its Cavity. The Inteſtines were much inflamed, and 
cloſely attached to each other, as well as to the Peritonæum 
by a conſiderable Quantity of a viſcid glutinous Subſtance. 
The Colon particularly adhered to the Liver, which was very 
much enlarged and indurated. Indeed all the Viſcera of the 


Abdomen were ſo firmly connected to each other, that it 


was with ſome Difficulty we could ſeparate them ſo, as to 


examine into thoſe Circumſtances, which had been obſerved 
before her Death. The Pelvis was filled up with a large 
ſchirrous Subſtance, from which aroſe ſeveral round Bodies 
of different Sizes, from a ſmall Walnut to a Hen's Egg, and 
proved to be thoſe hard Nobs, which we could always: di- 
ſtinctly feel. Some were entirely ſolid, and of a very com- 
pact Texture, whilſt others contained Yang! in ſmall diſtin 
Cavities. et 
- 'Urpon making an | Tncifion into the * Maſs at its Cen- 
tre, we found that the diſeaſed Appearance was produced by 
a confuſed ſchirrous Enlargement of the Body of the Uterus 
and its Appendages, and which preſſing upon the Rectum as 
well as preventing the proper Diſtenſion of the Bladder, occa- 
fioned that obſtinate Coſtiveneſs, as well as thoſe frequent 
Attempts to Micturition, which were conſtantly ſo trouble- 


ſome to her. Though we examined carefully for the Ova- 


ries, we could only diſtinguſh that on the left Side, and 
which, upon being divided through the Middle, afforded an 
Appearance exactly ſimilar to the Cellular Membrane in other 
Parts of the Body, when loaded with a thick and- mm 


nous Liquor. 


* 
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. We cannot ſuppoſe that a Schirrus' of the Uterus, or its 
Appendages, proves fatal merely from that Viſcus being in- 
jured by ſuch a Diſeaſe ; ſince the Length of Time it has ex- 
iſted, and the remarkable Size it has arrived at, before the 
Patient finds it worth a Complaint, are evident Proofs of the 
contrary. But when, from its Preſſure on any of the larger 
Blood-Veſlels,. the free and requiſite Circulation is impeded, 
a Surcharge is produced above the Tumour, and a larger 
Quantity of Blood forced off by the lateral Branches that 
paſs to the Inteſtines, whence Obſtructions are produced, 
and an Inflammation brought on with all its Conſequences : A 
State the Inteſtines are always found in under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, and the undoubted Cauſe from - whence ariſe thoſe 
Adhefions, which, if the Diſeaſe has been of any Continuance 
ſo frequently and "almoſt inſeparably connect the Convolu- 
tions : A Circumſtance which readily accounts for that Want 
of Appetite, the Nauſea, Fever, and great Oppreſſion, ſo fre- 
quently * complained of. Nor indeed can we have a more 
clear or ſignificant Symptom of the - Degree in which the 
Abdominal Viſcera ſuffer in this Reſpe& from ſuch a Com- 
preſſion, than thoſe oedematous Tumours of the Thighs and 
| Legs, which almoſt always appear, when the Diſeaſe is ad- 
vanced to an irrecoverable State. 

- In the ſimple encyſted Dropſy of the n we have 
ſome Reaſon to think our Attempts may prove ſucceſſ- 
ful, ſince the Trocar ſeems as capable of affording 2 pro- 
per Diſcharge for the Water, when collected in this Part, 
as in an Aſcites. Aftruc tells us, ſpeaking of encyſted Drop- 
ſies of the Fallopian Tubes, which he ſays, are to be treated 
BS 394, | I . in 
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in every Reſpect like thoſe of the Ovaries: It is ceptain, 
that a Puncture with the Troear would be very advanta- 
« geous, if the Bag in which the Water is contained ad- 
*<- hered to the Peritonum, in the Place where the Punc- 
ture Was made; but, if unfortunately the Bag ſhould not 
«© adhere, the Operation would be fatal, becauſe the Aper- 
ture made in the Bag would occaſion: a Diſcharge, into the 
% Abdomen, of the Water that was collected in the Dropſy 
« of the Tube. But as there are no Criterions, which ſhew 
_ «© whether the Bag adhere in ſuch a Manner or no, the Re- 
* ſult will be, that the Operation may ſucceed ſometimes, 
and not at others. Therefore it ought not to be practiſed 
« unleſs in Caſes. of manifeſt danger.” Our Author's Opi- 
nion here ſeems rather too determinate. Though an Adhe- 
fion of the Ovary: to. the Peritonæum would be in a great 
Meaſure ſerviceable for the more eaſy Introduction af the 


© Trocar, when the Collection was ſmall ; yet when the Cyſt 


is fully diſtended, and nothing occurs to prevent the paſſing 
of the Trocar through the abdominal Muſcles; the Cannula 
of a ſufficient Length remaining behind,. will moſt probably 
afford as proper a Diſcharge far: the Water as though an Ad- 
heſion actually exiſted. But ſhould: the Water not paſs. off 
according to our Deſire, after the Cyſt was wWounded, but 
he diſcharged into the Abdomen, and the Puncture of the 
Cyſt even remain open afterwards, {9 as; to: continue the 
Diſcharge, the Patient would certainly be in no more 
Danger in this Cafe than upon any other Occaſion, when 
an Aſeites is formed, where Relief is frequently pracured by 


the uſual, Mode of. tapping, A further — may be 
; 5 9 
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procured by giving the Parts an Opportunity of recovering 
their due Tone, the only probable Means, however brought 
about, of effecting a Cure. 7 2 

Bur when the Dropſy is complicated with fchirrous In- 
durations *, the Caſe becomes much more dangerous, a Cure 
is almoſt impoſſible, and the Chance of Relief very doubt- 
ful. In theſe Caſes indeed the Attempts of Art are by no 
Means equal to the Efforts of Nature. Two Caſes of this 
Kind have been lately communicated to me by a Surgeon of 
Character and undoubted Veracity, where the Water was 
diſcharged per vaginam, of different Confiſtence and Colour, 
to the almoſt immediate Relief of the Patient, and Diminu- 
tion of the Abdomen: But that ſome round ſchirrous Tu- 
mours might be afterwards perceived, which, in every Re- 
ſpect, anſwered the uſual Appearance and Feel of a ſchirreus 
Sven Inftances are very rare, and were it not for the re- 
maining ſchirrous Bodies after the Diſcharge, they might lead 
us to a Suppoſition, that the Waters were originally collected 
in the Uterus. 


Dr. Hanter tells us in the Medical Inquiries, Vol: II. that he ſcarcely ever 
found any Part of a dropſical Ovarium in a truly ſchirrous State: But that what at 
firſt View might ſeem ſuch, proved upon cutting to be a compact Groupe of ſmall 
Bags, or a ſpongy Subſtance filled with Jelly.” Where the Cyſts have been very 
numerous, I have generally remarked the Subſtance they fprang from to be 
rather ſarcomatous, or ſpungy ; but in the Inſtances, which have fallen under 
Inſpection, where the Fluid was contained in one Bag, which is in theſe Caſes ge- 
nerally formed by the membranous Coat of the Ovarium itſelf, I have obſerved 
the Ovary to be as compact and heavy as almoſt any Schirrus I ever met with. | 

In theſe complicated Caſes, where a Cure can by no Means be expeRed, we find 
the Patients have at ſeveral Times been relieved by the Trocar. Memoirs of the 
Heademy of Surgery on Ency/ted Dragfies ; where Morand tells us, that he has ſeveral” Times 

(by miſting the Hydropic Cyſt) thruſt the Trocar in the ſchirrous Subſtance, and 
no 3 from the falſe Puncture than the ſlight Pain attending z 
ſimple Prick. 8 


12 On 
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On Uterine Drophes during Pregnancy. 19 
M. H. a ſingle Woman, twenty-ſeven Volts of e 
of a ſtrong and healthy Conſtitution, received a. Kick from 
a- Cow on the right Iliac Region, with ſuch Violence that 
a Tumour was almoſt immediately formed under the In- 
teguments, which being opened three Days afterwards diſ- 
charged a conſiderable Quantity of Blood. In three Weeks 
the Wound was healed, and the Effects of the Contuſion a: 
that Time ſeemed. entirely gone. F 
Ar the End of ſix Weeks the perceived Fs ah side 
of the Abdomen to be much fuller than the left, and with no 
ſmall Surprize found herſelf daily to encreaſe ſo much in Size, 
that at the End of a Month more the Abdomen in general 
appeared to be equally enlarged as in Pregnancy; at which 
Time, after much Pain, and a Senſation of a great Bearing- 
down, ſhe had a Diſcharge of about twelve Pints of Water 
per vaginam, and was reduced to her natural Size. In eight 
or nine Days ſhe began filling again, in about a Month was as 
big as before, and then diſcharged nearly the ſame Quantity. 
Though regular in her menſtrual Flux before ſhe ſuffered the 
Contuſion, from that Time ſhe had no Appearance of it till 
the fourth or fifth Day after this ſecond Diſcharge, when 
it returned in the uſual 3 and diſappeared at the e 


Time. 


Ix about fourteen Days after this Aan eee ſhe 5 
filling again, and, at the End of thirteen Weeks, was as big 
as before, then diſcharged the ſame Quantity, and the Swell- 
ing entirely ſubſided. From this Time incluſive. to. the End 
of the ninth Month, ſhe had eight more Diſcharges. At the 

Expiration 


hd * 
\ 
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Expiration of which Time * ſhe was delivered of a Child, 
when no particular Circumſtance attended the Birth, unleſs 
that the Lochia were in a much larger Quantity than uſual. 
She had remained in theſe latter Months much bigger after 
each Evacuation than formerly, but, as ſhe declared, did 
not think herſelf with Child, as her Menſes continued du- 
ring the whole Time to return regularly at their proper Pe- 
riods. The Child was W 1 much emaciated, and 
lived only four Days. 

From. this Time ſhe had ne oetiodica Diſcharges, 
near the ſame Quantity at about five or fix Weeks' Diſtance, - 
'till June 18th, 1761, when ſhe was admitted into our Hoſ- 
pital, under the Care of Doctors Grevile and Dowdeſwell- 
During her Continuance here ſhe filled twelve -Times, and- 
had as many Diſcharges, in a greater or leſs Quantity; but, 


according to a mean Computation, they were equal to twelve. 


Quarts each Time . During one Collection her Breaſts be- 
came very troubleſome -to her, and one Day diſcharged from- 
the Nipple the ſame Kind of Fluid in ſuch a Quantity, that 
ſhe caught two Quarts in a Pot, befides what was abſorbed by- 
the Linen. Another Time, while the Swelling was en- 
creaſing, ſhe was tormented with a conſtant Sickneſs © and: 
Pain in the Stomach, and frequently vomited Blood, to 
which indeed ſhe. was ſo prone, that if ſhe ſtooped down- 
wards, or bent herſelf. n in * leaſt, Blood would 
guſh out of her Mouth. 


* 


* Juſt one Year and ſeventeen Weeks from the Accident, 
+ At the laſt Diſcharge before ſhe left the Houſe, what was caught meaſured” 8 
twenty-ſeven Pints. She was generally ſenſible at ſuch Times of a greater Bearing- 
down than uſual, and then the Water guſhed away almoſt at once, 


n > 
T: 


* 
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Ar different Times ſhe was ſeized with ſtrong Epileptic' 
Fits and other Hyſteric Affections, whoſe Attacks were ſome- 
times ſo violent, that in the Paroxyſm ſhe would bite through. 
almoſt every. Thing that was put in her Mouth, and when 
ſhe, recovered out of them, was ſeveral Times bereaved of 
her Speech, and left in the greateſt State of Weakneſs i ima- 
ginable for ſome conſiderable Time. 

AI. the Means uſed for her Relief were unſucceſsful, and 
ſhe was preſented out May 20, 1762. | 

For the ſucceeding cleven Months, the Diſchavges paſſed 
off periodically as uſual, without any other Difference than 
that they ſeemed rather to encreaſe in Quantity, and that 
once her Legs were much ſwoln and diſcoloured, a Symp- 
tom ſhe had never obſerved before, and which alarmed her 
much. However this went off gradually and never afterwards 
appeared. 

TII I this Time of filling, even during her Pregnancy. 
her Menſes were very regular, as was obſerved before, tho 
rather in a præternatural Quantity, and of a more faint Co- 
lour, but left her at their uſual Time. They were gene- 
rally ſucceeded by the Fluor Albus. Uneaſy now at their 
not appearing as uſual, ſhe began to ſuſpect herſelf with 
Child again, more eſpecially, as after the ſecond Diſcharge 
from the Failure of the Menſes, ſhe did not find the Swell- 
_ ings return as before. The Expiration of ſeven Months more 

put it out of Doubt, when ſhe was delivered of a fine 
healthy Girl, without any particular ... attending 
0 | Ik 
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Tr is now, twelve Months ſince ſhe was brought to-bed, | 
and though from her Poverty expoſed to great Wretchedneſs, 
the continues perfectiy fres fram even the leaſt Appearance 
of her watery Complaints; nor is there any Thing preter- 
natural to be en in * er 42 upon n oe it 
| et l | 


A married Woinap 47. nee Habit, very Aer 
to hyſterical Complaints, and who had had many Chil- 
dren, being about fifteen Weeks gone with Child, and' big- 
ger than uſual at ſuch Time, perceived à great Bearing-down; 
and violent Pains equal to any the had ever fuffered"in La- 
bour : Theſe were ſucceeded by a Diſcharge” of: Watets 'that 
continued to dribble from her for about a Week, 'and by the 
Number of Cloths wetted in a Day, amounted as the fiippoles 
to ſome Quarts. During the Diſcharge ſhe was in continuat 
Pain. From the End of the fixteerith Week, at which Time 
the Diſcharge totally ceaſed, ſhe went on as well as in her 
former Breedifigs, till a Month before Labour, when the Dif- 
charge 1 returned again, and continued more or les till ſhe was 
delivered at her full. Time. | | 

Ir the Diſcharge intermitted for a Bye or two, lie ler 
dic moſt violent Pain on its Return, and ſuch a a Bearing-duð 
that the could ame: acta dern the was in Labour 
or not. 

Dux her next Pregnancy ſhe had ſome like — 
of Water, one of which was menen eg, Wr Ow ; 


es ab en en "TORO ARA OW 
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Ix her third Pregnancy in this diſeaſed State, ſhe had Re- 
turns of her watery Diſcharges. For four Days before her De- 
livery, ſne evacuated a great Quantity, as ſhe did for about the 


fame Time after Labour, which was this Time very hard and 
tedious. From this Time ſhe recovered à tolerable State of 


Health, and ſuckled her Child, for about nine Months, when, 


the Child dying, her Milk left her. About a Month after 


this, her Menſes returned, and were ſucceeded by a Diſcharge 
of Water with great Pain, as ſhe had before experienced. In 
this Condition ſhe is at preſent ſituated, March 1 766. It 
muſt be remarked, that, during theſe three Breedings, fhe 
felt great Pain in her Legs, which were n much 
led, but 5 the b 


Maur Inſtances of 1 uterine Dropſies are handed down 
to us. Dodonæus relates one *, which was miſtaken for Preg- 


nancy, but at the End of the ninth Month, the Pains coming 


on, the Waters guſhed away and the Swelling entirely ſub- 
ſided. This Woman's Breaſts were ſome Time afterwards 


filled with Milk, as though ſhe had had a Child. Schenkzus + 


has collected ſeveral, ſome of whom dying under the Diſeaſe, 


the Waters were found looſe in the Cavity of the Uterus. 


Indeed the great Weight and Bearing-down, of which both 
our. Patients complained, and which preceded the Diſcharge, 


with the ſudden Guſh of Water, afford the moſt preſumptive. 


Evidence, that this likewiſe was the Caſe here. From a 
ſpaſmodic Conſtriction therefore of the Mouth of the Womb, 


muſt it have been collected and reſtrained, probably from 


Obſervat. Medicinal. LIES + De Molis. 
| | both 
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that Irritability of the nervous Syſtem, ſo prevalent in them 

both, and which was capable of affording a Reſiſtance, till 

the Water was collected in ſuch an immenſe Quantity *. . 

I conſidering the Caſe of our. Patients ſtill further, it ap- 

pears not a little ſingular, that the Uterus, though diſeaſed, 

ſhould continue in a State to be impregnated, and afterwards 

retain the Fœtus, when it ſuffered a Diſcharge of Water. 

Ix has been obſerved, that the Uterus may become hy- 

dropical, after it is 'impregnated, but that it cannot be im- 

pregnated, when any Water is collected in it. Luſitanus + | 
gives a good Reaſon for this, and it is agreeable to the mo- N 
dern Notion of Conception. But if, when the Waters have 6 | 
been evacuated, Conception ſhould almoſt immediately take | | 
Place, it is probable that the Woman may go her full Time, 
and Parturition ſucceed with Safety both to Mother and Child, 

though the Waters be collected and. diſcharged at different 

Times during the whole Courſe of Pregnancy. Theſe | 


* Hydropical Collections in Cavities, which in a natural State are conſtantly 
moiſtened by a fine thin Fluid, are all formed alike. Some Writers have attributed 
them to a Rupture of thoſe Veſſels, whoſe Office it is to circulate the Fluid. But 
Diſſections by no means prove this; and. tis probable, that Exerciſe, or putting the | 
Body into violent Motions, whereby Cures have often been effected, would, were | 
this the Caſe, rather eficreaſe than remove the Complaint. + . u = 
When we conſider the natural Power of the Abſorbents, and the Readineſs with 
which they frequently take up large Quantities of a Fluid very different from that 
bor which they are allotted, may we not with greater Reaſon attribute ſuch Collec- t 
tions to ſome Defect in the Action of thoſe Veſlels ? Muſgrave found that eighteen | 
Ounces of Water injected into the Cavity of the Thorax of a Dog, were all taken | j 
up without the leaſt permanent Injury to the Animal. What Quantity of Blood do t 
we daily fee extravaſated by violent Contuſions, and abſorbed without occaſionin 2 
the teaſt Diſorder in the Part? And how can we account for the Effects of brick 
Vomits, active Purges, and riding en Horſeback, otherwiſe than by adding to or re- 
ſtoring that Power of Abſorption, of which from a relaxed or other diſeaſed State 
the Veſiels had been deprived ? But of this more hereaſter.. a 0 
＋ Hydrops conceptum ſequi poteſt, ſed conceptus hydropem non ſequitur, quia 
in aquoſo utero gigni animal nequit, ſicuti neque in aquoſa terra planta, et quia per 
-hydrogem fere ſemper os uteri clauditur, De Morb, Mulierum. 


K Caſes by 
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Caſes are however very rare, and when they occur, it is 
the more extraordinary, that the Fœtus ſhould not always 
ſuffer thereby. Hence ſome doubts have ariſen, whether the 
Fluid thus diſcharged came from the Membranes of the Fœ- 
tus, oy of the Uteras : "Theſe we will 3 
ſider. 

IN the Cavity of : an Uterus, which had been a * Days 
impregnated, nil niſi liquidum quid adparebat *. In another 
of a longer Date, Cavitas lympha ſufferta occurrit, ui libe- 
rum adhuc ovulum innatat + : Placenta primo menſe gravidi- 
tatis per tenue et breve ligamentum carneum alligatur alterutri 


uteri angulo, ſed paulo poſt toto. ſuo corpote : Ovum majus 


et globoſus fit, et incipit mole ſua uteri capacitatem replere. 


Videtur autem tamdiu liberum manere, donec adeo magnum 
fit ut convexitate ſua uteri concavitatem contingat, tunc autem 
cum eo concreſcere *. As we find the Ovum is ſo uncon- 
nected with the Uterus in the early Times of Pregnancy, we 
may with the greateſt Reaſon conclude, that if a Fluid ſhould 
begin to be extravaſated into the Cavity of the Uterus before 
the Membranes adhere in general, the Water thus collected 
might continue to be accumulated, and afterylatds diſcharged, 
as though the Uterus was unimpregnated. A Separation 
may indeed be occaſioned, after the Ovum has actually ad- 
hered, from an Obſtruction i in the vaſcular Syſtem of the 
OO: N 35 

Bur as the Byte is at laſt: ſo cloſely {omitted to che 


r by the Chorion, how comes it to paſs that the Em- 
| bryo does not ſuffer by this Separation ? 


® a Thel. 6e. + Ruyſch, Obſervat. de Ovo.. 1 Kiolan 
Nn Anatom. ** Haller de Conceptu prælect. Boerhaave. a 


IN 


PATHOLOGICAL INQUIRIES. 67 
I an impregnated Uterus of four Months, which I had 
lately an Opportunity of examining, I remarked the Attach- 
ment between the Ovum and Uterus, and found that a ſmall 
Force was ſufficient to A eſtroy the connecting Veſſels of the 


Chorion. From a Number of theſe, after ſome little Time, 


there ooged a bloody Moiſture, which came rather quicker, 
and in a larger Quantity, as I continued the Separation to- 
wards the Fundus, where the Placenta was ſituated and con- 
nected firmly with the Uterus s. | 4 

Trex Attachment between the Chorion and Amnios was ſo 
weak and tender that they ſeparated upon the leaſt Motion 


almoſt ſpontaneouſly, nor did there appear, as between the 


Uterus and 'Chorion, the leaſt organized Subſtance +. 

Ir is generally ſuppoſed that the Chorion aſſiſts in con- 
veying the nutritive Juices from the Mother through the 
Placenta to the Child: For this Reaſon, it was moſt natural 
to expect that the Fœtus from a Diminution of its Nou- 
riſhment, would be much injured, if not deſtroyed. But 


The Appearaiices in this impregnated Uterus which I now have by me, an- 
ſwered in — Reſpect to the Deſcription given us by Noortwy k. Chhorion per 
veram cellul ſubſtantiam uteri eavo aderetum -effe, quam ſeparando deprehendi 
molliſſimam, cujus ope univerſa ovi ſuperficies utero cohzrebat quam poſſet proxime, 
ita ut, elevata matricis ſubſtantia, nulla diviſionis nota pateret ſerifai : ſed dorſo 
eultri leniter-depreſlo ovo, vel eodem inter hoc et uterum reciprocato, facillime ſol- 
vebatur iſtud vinculum. Eandem hanc celluloſam ſeparanti vaſa occurrebant nume- 
roſa per totum arabitum, ex chorio in uterum porrecta, impleta. Sic paſſim ovum 
utero hæſiſſe vidi; attamen circa placentam nexus iſte quodammodo differebat 
vaſa inſuper numeroſiora videbantur, quibus extra placentam emergentibus, atque in 
uterinos poros inſertis, manifeſta oculis communicatio patebat inter uteri et plagentæ 
vaſa;—Sed ad radicem placentz ubi hzc per orbem ſupra chorion terminatur, cellu- 
lJoſa illa in ligamentoſas lacinias collecta nexum denuo parum firmiorem exhibebat. 
Hinc vaſa conſpiciebantur copieſiſſima, capaciſiima,- adeo infignia, ut eorum quz- 
joe digitum pueri potuiſſent recipere, &c. Vid. alſo, Monro, Medical Eſſays, Vol. IT. 
Artic. 95. a 5 | | 
wo 'Fmaio ſubſtrato, membrana chorion tot vaſis in ſai medio Uotata, ne mini- 
mum quidem ramuſculum impertiat, id quod non adeo mirum videatur, quoniam 
duæ hx membranz, chorion et amnion, ſibi invicem leviter ſolum cohærent. Rye. 
| K 2 when 
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when we reflect on the particular Communication between 
the Body of the Placenta and the Uterus *; and conſider 
the Reſource of Nature upon many Occaſions to ſupply the 
Deficiency of the Circulation in one Part, by an Increaſe of 
it in another, it ſhould ſeem that unleſs the Water is col- 
lected in ſuch Quantity as to produce an Abortion, the Fœ- 
tus rather ſuffers from a Want of proper Strength in the 
Mother than from any ſuch partial Separation of the Chorion 
at the Neck of the Uterus, where the Water N its natural 
N. pd duſt ——_— ren tot Uu ‚ A r 


. HA the Waters may be: ee in a . prater | 
. natural Quantity in the, Membranes which! contain the 
Fetus, every Practitioner in Midwifery. muſt, have obſerved. 
The Quantity however cannot be determined, as it guſhes 
away upon the Rupture of the Membranes with ſuch Violence. . 
Sometimes, during a Labour Which goes: on but ſlowly, when 
a Quantity of Waters have been diſcharged,” we meet. with 
an unexpected Collection, which runs off as before. Theſe 
we may venture to ſay, with the higheſt Probability, were 
collected only within the Membranes of the Fœtus, and that 
the Intermiſſion to the Diſcharge proceeded from the quick 
Advance, and ſudden Preſſure of the Child upon the Mouth 
of the Womb not yet ſufficiently dilated for the Birtn. 
F 1 Wir ſometimes meet with Caſes. where, at different Times | 
| | | before the Labour, the Woman has had a Diſcharge of Wa- 
; | = ter ** enden and 2 we find, N the Advance of the 


| - . a . 


2 That the Fetus is 8 by the Umbilical Chord is o ** pedbali and 


N 3 maintained by Monro in the Medical Eſſays, Vol. II. that to uſe the Words of that 
1 excellent Phyfiologiſt Dr. Why, it appears, one of the few Points in Phyſiology, 
A which ought for the future to paſs undiſputed. Vid. alſo, Nerthwyct, p. 199. 


Child 
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Child to the Birth, the Membranes as turgid and tenſe, and 
the real Waters afterwards [evacuated as though no ſuch prior 
Diſcharge had happened: Does not this proceed from a Col- . 
lection in the Cavity of the Uterus, which the ſoft and yield- | 
ing State of the Os Internum at this Time ſuffers to be 
diſcharged *? Mauriccaus Opinion however upon ſuch Caſes, 
appears too ſingular to be overlooked F. TJ. 4 


- a * 
- 


A Woman, ſays he, was delivered, after a quick La- 
bour, of a Child in perfect Health, though about two Months | 
before. ſhe had voided by the Womb in one Day; more than 4 
a. Quart of Water, and had continued from that Time to | 
void more at Intervals.—It may be a Matter of Doubt, whe- 
ther all the Waters thus. diſcharged came from a kind of Hy- 
drops Uteri, or whether. they were the true Waters of the 
Child. Had they been the latter, the Woman .muſt have 
been delivered. after their firſt, Diſcharge, - becauſe the Infant | 
could not have remained in the Womb after ſo great a Diſ- 
charge of its Waters. Nevertheleſs Iam of an Opinion that 


4 * 1 11 F - } - 
- Cs d % * 1 


.. Dulciſſima atque chariſſima conjux mea, dum ſeptimo utero geſtaret, ſtatim ab 

initio geſtationis, præter modum atque conſuetudinem debflitata enervataque ſuerat. 

Dolores ventris, et provipur dextri lateris, e ac frequentes aderant. Circa 

regionem hepatis per intervalla, et quotieſeunque feetus in utero ſeſe movebat, frigus 

moleſtum ac doloroſum perſentiebat. Interim venter in monſtroſam magnitudinem 

intumeſcebat adeo ut ipſam duos aut tres ad minimum enixuram feetus,. cuncti arbi- 

trarentur. Spatio hebdomadum ſex ante partum, crura pedeſque hydropicorum 

more intumuerant, quinetiam dolores tum ventris, lateriſque dextri, tum quoque : 

renum et crurum, adeo aucti fuerant, ut noctes dieſque continuo ejulare, atque la- 1 
mentari coacta eſſet, lectumque amplius ſibi egredi non liceret. Die 2. Martii anno, 

1605, dolores parturientium, quamvis leviores, continui tamen ipſam inveſtaverant, 
qui wh. rags uſque ad quartam diem ejus menſis, qua circa ſeptimam veſper- , 
tinam dolore vehementiſſimo correpta, os uteri apertum, indeque ultra libras 18 4 
mercatorum, aquæ limpidiſſimæ, nulloque cruore admixto, maximo ac uno impetu 8 
effluxere atque in iſto motu fœtus, ad exitum ſeſe paraverat. Et poſtquam per ſemi- 2 2 
horam quieviſſet, et aliquantum confectionis alkermes, cum aqua cinamomi, fine vino 

deſtillata, diſſolutæ ſumpſiſſet, rurſus dolore et conatu max imo gorrepta eſſet. Tum 


primo aqua, quæ fœtum comitari ſolet, ad libras novem effluxa, inſtante nona veſ- 44 
pertina, puellum ſimul peperit robuſtiſſimum.— Hildanxs, Cent. 2. Obſerg. 56. 3s 
| : +. Mauriceau, Obſer. 688. | $ 
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ſome Part only of the true Waters of the Child were thüs 


diſcharged, from A Rupture made in the Membranes, in 
ſome higher Part, which not anſwering exactly to the inter- 


nal Orifice was the Occaſion they did nöt come away en- 


tirely, and that a Part of them remaining, the Delivery did 


not come on, as it muſt have done, had the Waters been 


ERP nas 


entirely diſcharged at firſt.” How nt is our Author 


in his Opinion here ! 


Tux Waters contained within the Membranes of the Fœ- 


tus not a little affiſt in diſtending the Uterus. They like- 


wiſe defend the Child from external Injuries. If therefore 
the Membranes are at any Time ſo ruptured as to loſe a Quan- 


| tity of Water, equal to a Quart, the extending Power be- 


ing thus diminiſhed, the Uterus will neceſſarily begin to 


act as an hollow "Muſcle, and conſequently by its Contrac- 
tion continue the Diſcharge, unleſs, as I before obſerved, for 
a little Time prevented 14 the Advance of the Child. This 


we frequently ſee verified in lingering, or, as tliey are pro- 


rly termed, dry Caſes, where the Membranes being burſt, 


| — the Labour Pains not coming on kindly, the Uterus con- 
tracts cloſely round the Body of the CH, and occaſions 
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ISEASES. of the Joints, in pl 94 Manner chey 


appear, or from whatever Cauſe they ariſe, are al- 
ways attended with the greateſt Danger to the Patient, and 
afford the moſt perplexing Incidents to the Surgeon. Indeed 


if we conſider the nice Manner, in which every Articulation . 


is conſtructed, and the complicated Motions thereby per - 


formed in a ſound and healthful State, we have Reaſon to 


expect, that the moſt troubleſome e may . 
even from the leaſt Injury. 

No Articulation is perhaps ſubject to ſuch a Variety of 
Diſeaſes, both within and without the Burſal Ligament as 
that of the Knee, as well from its great and violent Motions, 
as the various Accidents from external Injuries. to which it 
is conſtantly expoſed : But of thoſe. Diſeaſes no one in ge- 
neral terminates ſo dreadfully as that we propoſe | to conſider, 
and which among the Eugliſi is commonly known by the 
Name of #hite-Swelting. The Frequency of this Complaint, 
the terrible Fai ſo generally formed vpon it, and the 
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eee me to conſider it attentively ; and, by examining. the 


Parts aggrieyed in the different Degrees of its Were to Ja 
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To this End therefore, it will be neceſſary to premiſe a 
few general Reflections on the Nature and particular Struc- 
ture of this Joint. 

WHeRtver Bones are arte end joined together for 
Motion, their Extremities are covered with a ſmooth elaſtic 
Cartilage, lubricated by a ſlippery Fluid, which is ſecreted 
from a glandular Compages properly ſituated for that Purpoſe, 
ang from the Veſſels of the Ligaments, which immediately 
ſurround the Joint, and ſerve to confine the Extremities of 
the Bones in a proper Degree: of Union. Thus is every Ar- 
ticulation conſtructed, though, according to the Motions to 
be performed, ſome particular Proviſions are added by Na- 
tute for their Security and Strength. In the Knee, for Inſtance, 
as a Ginglimus Joint, the prominent Extremities of one Bone 
are received into the depreſſed and hollow Cavities of the 
other; yet it is beſides furniſhed with additional ſemilunar 
Cartilages, which render the Motions more equal, ſteady, 
and extenſive : 7 Some ſtrong, tendinous Expanſions, as they | 
paſs over- the Joint to be inſerted" in the Parts below för 
their Uſe, are likewiſe joined in with the Ligaments by a"cel 
tufar Membrane, and afford not © a little” additional — 3 
and Compactneſs to the Whole. ot 

Tux Glandular Compages, Cartilages, Lene, hah. 
nous Expanſions, and cellular Membrane, with the common 
Tpteguments, will at times, if diſeaſed, afford Symptoms 
and "Appearances peculiar to each, and by their immediate 
Connections and Attachments will have ſuch an Influence on 
each other, as, if not timely reheved, to affect the Whole. 
Diſeaſes of the Knee then may be properly confidered as 
thoſe taking Place above or on the Outſide of the Capſula of 
. the 
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the Capſula of the Joint, and thoſe which the Parts included 


within the Capſula are more particularly liable to. 
 BeFoRE the laſt Century we find nothing advanced by Au- 
thors, particularly relative to our preſent Subject: And what 
ſufficiently ſupports this Aſſertion, as well as proves the little 
| Knowledge even the Moderns had of this Diſeaſe, is their 
confounding it with, and adopting the Name of, a 2 Complaint 
from which it widely differs. 

Rnazes, who, from his conſummate Knowledge in Me- 


dicine, and unwearied Diligence in collecting Obſervations, 
may juſtly be conſidered the Prince of the Arabian Phyſicians, 


takes Notice of a Diſeaſe never before mentioned, which he 
calls Spina Ventoſa, and which conſiſted according to his Defi- 
nition, in a Corroſion and Corruption of the Bone, attended with 
pungent Pain and Swelling. This Diſeaſe, in ſome few Parti- 

culars, bears an Appearance with the Complaint we are 
treating of, and therefore the Name of Spina Ventoſa has 


been indiſcriminately applied by many of the Moderns to 


this, as well as to every Enlargement of the Joint, where the 
Texture of the Bone was deſtroyed, become rotten, and the 
ſurrounding Teguments enlarged and tumefied. 

 SEgvERINUs, Whoſe Works beſpeak him an excellent Prac- 
titioner, ſeems to have fallen into this too general Error, in 


2 Tract he profeſſedly wrote on the Abſceſſes of the Joints 


peculiar to Children. Treating on the Nature of this Affec- 
tion, he firſt examines how far the Term of Spina Ventoſa 
was applicable to the Complaint, and its Appearances; and 
then concluding, that it was not ſufficiently expreſſive to 
the Europeans, quæcunque ſit Barbari nominis vis, chuſes 


rather to call it by the compound Greet. Word Pædarthro- 
L cace. 


. 
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cace x. But when he comes to recapitulate, he doubts whe- 
ther the Diſeaſe he has been treating of under that Title be 
the ſame mentioned by the Arabian or no 4, becauſe in the 
one the Pain was very conſiderable,” in the other as trifling. 
UNDER the ſpecious Title of Pædarthrocace it was reaſon- 
able to expect ſomething relative to the White-Swelling ; but 
the Complaint he conſiders evidently appears to be different 
from our preſent Subject, as in the one the Bone is firſt 
affected, in the other the Parts above it T. | 
Or the Authors I have yet met with, Viſeman is the firſt 
who ſays any Thing ſatisfactorily upon this Head; and in 


Num igitur ventoſitas ad eum modum eſt difta, quo apud Avicennam et alios 
uoſdam, item Barbaros, tumor eſt inflatio? Spinz vero vocatus eſt tumor ex acuto 
guine, fine pulſatione conſtans qualem ſpinam apellavit Avicenna. Verum enim- 
vero quid non contenti ſumus eo, 3 Razes aperte declaravit in opere omnia con- 
tinente, dicens ventoſitatem hanc ſpinæ diam propterea, quod ipſa os perforetur. 
Nos autem, quzcunque fit barbari nominis vis, atque etymon, oſſis circa articulum 
in pueris abſceſſum, græco verborum complexu Pædarthrocace, quaſi puerorum ad 
articulos malum, inſcribi voluimus. Severinus de pædarilirocace, p. 337. 


+ Porro Ventoſitatem ſpinæ reliquimus Barbaris, Arabibus, et hiſce populis, 
quibus eſt hoc mali fortaſſis endemion ; apud noſtros equidem incertus ſum, an ali- 
quando ſe prodiderit ejuſmodi vitium, nifi fortaſſe quantum vulgaris oſſis teredinis, 

aut abfceffas a veteribus græcis cogniti ſpeciem habet: longe autem alia res eft 
abſceſſus oſſis ad articulos, pueris naſcens, quam rem tamen Pandolphinus cum ven- 
toſa ſpina confudit; hac una re potiſſimum arguendus, quod gratis et inconſulto 
(pace fit hominis dictum) plurimam doloris acerbitatem imputat huic abſceſſui; 
qui nullum obſervatione noſtra longa dolorem adfert, præterquam ubi perfeQtus et 
conſummatus marcor oſſis, putrido carnis adhæſu, paulatim fiſtulaverit. 

Merklin, in his Annotations on Pardelphinus, has judiciouſly examined, and very 
eonſiſtently reconciled the Differences, which Severinus had ſtarted, as diſtinguiſhing 
what he calls Pzdarthrocace from the Spina Ventoſa; and concludes thus; Spinz 
ergo ventoſitas, et Pxdarthrocace, ut concludamus, non niſi nomine diffggunt, re 
autem vera unum eundemque notant affectum. Vel fi differunt, differunt ut genus 
et ſpecies, five ut latius et ſtrictius quid, ita ut Spinæ Venteſitas, ceu genus & latius 
quid omnem quidem internam, five a principio et interna cauſa proficiſcentem oſſium 
cariem ſeu corruptionem, Pædarthrocace vero, ceu ſpecies, et ſtrictius quid non 
nifi illam a materia variclarum vel recurrente, vel minus recte expulſa oriundam 
oſſium corruptionem. Vid. Merc#/ini annotationes in Pandelphini, cap. vii. : 


t Quoniam autem video nonnullos, quorum opinio fuit, hoc vitium oſſibus ſe. 
cundario advenire, nimirum ab exteriore habitu, et a perioſtea membrana tranſla- 
tum; oftendam equidem hoc falſo credi, ab oſſibus verius proficiſci vitium in cir- 
cumſitas partes. Cap. V. , | 
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his Works ſome eng and pertinent Remarks occur wor- 
thy Notice. | 
le tells us, that, © the Swellings affecting hs Joints are 
« of two Sorts, both of them made by Congeſtion, ' and in- 
* creaſe gradually, yet differ, in that the one ariſeth exter- 

„ nally upon the Tendons, and between them and the Skin, 
“ or between them and the Bone; the other internally within 
e the Bone itſelf. That which ariſeth externally affecteth 
ce the Ligaments and Tendons firſt, and ſometimes relaxeth 
e them to ſuch a Degree that the Heads of the Joints fre- 
c quently ſeparate from one another, and the Member ema- 
* ciates and grows uſeleſs. But for the moſt part the Hu- 
* mour overmoiſtening the Ligaments and Tendons produceth 
«© a Weakneſs and Uneaſineſs in the Joint, raiſing a Tu- 
* mour externally, and in Progreſs the Membranes and 
« Bones are corroded by Reaſon of the Acidity of the Hu- 
*© mour: Yet it is much haſtened, if upon a Suppoſition 
* of a Diſlocation they conſult the Bone-ſetters *. 

No Deſcription can more juſtly particularize many States 
of the Diſorder than this; ſo that his Conciſeneſs ſeems to 
have been a conſiderable Loſs to the medical World : Since 

from the great Reſort of ſtrumous Patients (amongſt whom 
this Complaint is moſt prevalent) for the Royal Touch to 
Charles the Second, to whom he was Surgeon, and his ex- 
tenſive Practice, he muſt have been capable of handling this 
Subje& in an inſtructive and maſterly Manner. 
 WisEMAN then thus faxes a Species of the Evil in the 
Teguments of the Joint, and relates the Affection on the 


12 | 


* 7i/eman's Chirargical Treatiſes, Chap. IV. 
L 2 Parts 
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Parts immediately forming the Articulation, as produced by 
a continued or increaſed State of the morbid Diſpoſition of 
the Parts above it: To this he here ſpecifies no particular 
Name, but produces it merely as a Symptom of the Evil; 
though afterwards in his Obſervations he frequently mentions 
White-Swelling as the diſtinguiſhing Character of the Com- 
plaint when it affects the Joint itſelf. But this Term he 
likewiſe makes uſe of in many other Places, as a White-Swell- 
ing between the Eyebrows, White-Swelling in his right Elbow, 
on the: right Side of the Rotula, &c. &c. ſo that his Inten- 
tion was undoubtedly only to ſignify a Tumour without uy 
Alteration of the natural Colour of the Part. 2910 
Tunxznx *, who ſucceeded him, expreſsly mentions the 
White-Swelling of the Joints as one of the moſt ſtubborn Pro- 
ductions of the ſtrumous Diſeaſe; and though, in the Mar- 
gin, he adds, vulgarly called ſo, he adopts a Title, which 
has ever 3 among the asl , been S made 
uſe of. 5 
HE Aiffers ht little from 1 9 This n 
ſays he, is ever doubtful, ſince there is great Difficulty to 
«« diſperſe it, very hard to keep it at a Stand, and if an Ab- 
« ſceſs enſues, as great Danger of a Caries at the Bottom, 
« rotten Ligaments, fiſtulous Ulcers, and in the Concluſion 
« a ſecondary or ſymptomatical Conſumption, at beſt a ſtiff 
« and uſeleſs Joint.” He afterwards adds, As a further 
„Guide in the Way of a Diagnoſtic there are uſually ſome 
« of the othgr ſtrumous Symptoms attending, as ſore Eyes, 
* Fvelled —_ Glands about the Neck, or under the Chin, 


Surgery. 
| 60 or 
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or the Parents have been ſubje& to the ſame Diſtempers, 
« and entailed it thus upon their Ifſue.” 


Mx do not however always find other ſtrumous Symptoms 


attending, fince the Obſtruction: may as well be formed in the 
ſmaller Veſſels of the Ligaments and Cartilages as in thoſe 
of the Eyes, Lips, or Glands; and many Inſtances have fal- 


len under my Inſpection where the Patient has appeared 


healthy and free from every other morbid Taint, but in the 
diſeaſed Joint. Indeed Turner himſelf ſeems rather ſenfible 


— —ä— — nc * 
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of this, and therefore adds, But if its Riſe were, firſt of 


all, from ſome Strain or Bruiſe, the greater Caution is re- 
„ quired in forming a right Judgment.” 

MonRo * Sympſon *, and Freke +, have given us ſome 
few Remarks well worth our Obſervation, and lately Reimarus 4 
publiſhed the Effects he had obſerved from this terrible Diſ- 
eaſe, during his Attendance at Sr. George's Hoſpital. Theſe 
are the principal Authors worth Notice that I have met 
with. It were needleſs to remark upon every ſingle Caſe 
relative to this Subject, that perhaps might be met with 
in different Authors, who not conſidering the Diſeaſe with 
ſufficient Attention, have confounded it with other Com- 
plaints, and given it what Names they- thought proper, as 
Anchyloſis, Sarcoma, Oedema, Tumor flatulentus, Ganglion, 
Exoſtoſis, &c. | 


* In the Medical Eſſays, Vol. IV. Art. 18 and 19. + Art of Healing. 
f Diſſertat. Inaugurel, de fungis articulorum. | 
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* 7 | 
SECTION II. 


I. IHE V who are afflicted with this Diſeaſe endl, 
| in its earlieſt State, of a troubleſome Senſation or dull 
Pain on moving the Knee, attended with a Debility, which 
frequently makes them faulter in walking. In ſome it comes 


on without any apparent Difference in the Size of the Joint, 


but moſt commonly with a puffy Enlargement on each Side 
of the Patella, as well as with an emphyſematous or ctackly 
Feel juſt above the Tuberoſity of the Tibia, where the Li- 
gament of the Patella is inſerted. This however is ſeldom 
ſufficiently regarded as they find very little immediate Incon- 
venience from it, if, as is frequently the Caſe, they give it 
reſt under the Notion of its being Rheumatic. Many in- 
deed walk about and follow their uſual Buſineſs without 
complaining, till the Tendons forming the Hamſtrings in- 
cline to a State of Rigidity, and will not ſuffer the Heel to 
touch the Ground. In others, more eſpecially when it ariſes 
from a Tranſlation of Matter, it comes on with much Pain, 
which ſometimes will ſubmit to a proper Treatment, and for 
a Time almoſt entirely diſappear. In this State it will re- 
main a longer or ſhorter Time according to the Patient's 
Habit of Body: But it will always make the quickeſt Ad- 
vances in thoſe, whoſe Conſtitution is tainted with the Scro- 
phula. A Fall or Bruiſe upon the Part has many Times 
forwarded the Complaints, and in ſome has firſt occaſioned 
the Enlargement of the Knee to be obſerved. 
II. In Proceſs of Time the Joint in general increaſes in Size, 
but till retains its natural Colour, and is attended with a 
| darting 
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darting pungent Pain, which ſeems to lie deep, or as is x ually 


expreſſed, in the Middle of the Bone *. The Joint becomes 


tightened and confined, fo that its Flexion is conſiderably in- 
jured, and a Stiffneſs in its Motion enſues, that renders walk- 
Ing quite troubleſome. The inguinal Glands are frequently 
enlarged and painful : The Thigh above, and the Leg below, 
diminiſh in Fleſh, and in ſome are much emaciated. In this 
State the Tendons ſtiffen and grow rigid, the Knee is bent 
forward, and the Heel with much Pain brought to the 
Ground; this Contraction is rather confirmed by the Patient's 
Endeavour to eaſe himſelf by bearing only on the fore Part of 
the Foot. It is frequently to be obſerved that the internal 
Side of the Joint is enlarged conſiderably, when the external 
retains its natural Size: In ſuch Caſes, the Patient under a 
miſtaken Notion of Relief inclines the Joint inwards as much 
as poſſible, ſo that it becomes conſiderably twiſted and diſ- 
torted, and the Foot, inſtead of its natural, has an oblique 
Motion. If the Patient attempts to walk but a little, the 
Pain is increaſed, as well as very frequently by the Warmth 
of the Bed. | 8:7: | 
III. War N it arrives to this State, the Diſorder gains 
Ground daily, and the Patient labours through a continued 
Scene of Torture and Miſery : The Integuments which were, 
before looſe, are now fixed, and appear ſoft and pappy, tho 


* What Galen has remarked upon another Occaſion ſeems very applicable here. 
Dolet vero ſæpenumero hoc modo etiam ſuperficies, et membranz in media carne 
contentæ, = dilaniantes quoque dolores inferunt. Eos, vero, qui a partibus offa 
eircundantibus dependent, tundentes comperies, ac fi in offibus conſiſterent. Sed 
quod membranarum, quz oflibus adjacent, dolores, et profundi ſunt, id eſt, in in- 
timo corpore ſenſum excitantes, et oſſium ipſorum veluti dolentium inducunt imagi- 
nem, haudquaquam mirandum eſt. Nam ii quamplurimis oſteocopi nominantur, et 


frequentius ab exercitationibus oboriuntur, quamvis interdum vel ob frigus vel ple- 
nitudinem. "0 k 
without 


WA 
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without Fluctuation. The Joint becomes more Riff, and the 


Limb more weighty. The Pain increaſes, is conſtant, and 
almoſt excruciating upon the leaſt Roughneſs or ne 
uſed externally. | 

By a nice and careful Anise in touching the Joint, 
a « Gritivg may be perceived, in which State the Cartilages 
are deſtroyed, and the Bones bare, if not carious. The Inte- 
guments become more indurated, and in general reſiſt the 
Touch: But in ſome Inſtances, where the Diſeaſe has made 
a very rapid Progreſs, eſpecially in younger Subjects, a Fluid 
may be perceived running through the Joint, in which Caſe 
the Patella ſtill retains ſome ſmall Motion: In theſe the ſur- 
rounding Parts are not ſo much indurated, though the Joint 
is nearly as much injured as in the other Caſes. 

Ir the Tumour burſts of itſelf, or is opened by the Sur- 
geon, a thin, crude, and ichorous Matter is commonly diſ- 
charged, ſomewhat reſembling Curds and Whey, in different 
Subjects in different Quantities. If the Inflammation has been 
great, the Matter is thick, glairy, highly fœtid, and offenſive, 

and for the moſt part of a dark yellow Colour tinged with 
black. The Fever, which has ſome Time raged, yields to 

no Medicine, and the Patient has a pallid Countenance fre- 
quently fluſhed, and begins to ſink under a diſſolving Hectic, 
or a colliquative Diarrhæa, unleſs reſcued by a timely 
Amputation. . 

Uron examining the Knee either after Death or Ampu- 
tation, we find the Integuments very much thickened, 
and the Cellular Membrane, inſtead of that Looſeneſs and 
Ductility, its natural Property, and which allows the Skin 
to roll ſo freely over the Joint, is become a compact Sub- 

ſtanee, 
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ſtance, moſt frequently full of a thick, gelatinous Hu- 
mour. In old inveterate Caſes, theſe external Parts are 
in general ſo altered from their natural Appearance, and 


blended and confounded together, that it is almoſt impoſſible 


to diſtinguiſh them from each other. The Ligaments are ſo 
much thickened and ſwoln, that they appear another Sub- 
ſtance, and the Reſiſtance they afford through ſuch a diſeaſed 
Medium, as the Cellular Membrane is now become, is ſuffi- 
_ cient to impoſe an Opinion that the Bone is very conſidera- 
bly enlarged, when it really is not ſo in the leaſt. In ſome, 
where the Tumour is large and extending up the Thigh, a 
Fluid may be readily perceived, which if diſcharged by In- 
ciſion previous to Amputation, in order to examine how high 


the Femur is affected, in no Degree reduces the Tumour 


about the Joint, though the Parts above may ſubſide conſi- 
derably. This indeed is ſometimes highly neceſſary before 
the Limb is taken off, in order to aſcertain the State of the 
Muſcles, which are often ſo injured by the acrid Matter, 
as to be getting into a very putrid State. 

Tux Bones of the Joint are affected variouſly. In ſome, 
where the Pain has been greateſt, and though confined to the 
Knee alone, has ſo far reduced the Patient, that an immediate 
Amputation is neceſſary to fave Life, the Joint has been found 
very little, if at all, diſeaſed. This appears in ſome Reſpect like 
the one Caſe of a White-Swelling, that according to Che- 
« ſelden is amazing, where the Pain is ſo great that we are 
« forced to take off the Limb, and yet neither find upon diſ- 
« ſection the Ligaments or Glands diſeaſed, nor Matter in 
« the Joint, nor the Bones carious, or any diſeaſed Appear- 
% ance, mes that the Heads of the Bones are a little larger 

M « and 
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«and ſofter.” A Caſe exactly circumſtanced with this de- 
ſcribed by Chieſelden has never fallen under my Inſpection. In 
two Patients, where the Joint was very little enlarged, and 
where the Pain was fo very excruciating as to determine the 
Neceſſity of Amputation, I obſerved, though the Cavity of 
the Joint was not in the leaſt diſeaſed, yet the Ligaments had 
loſt their natural Firmneſs and Appearance. 

Ix other Inſtances, when a purulent Fluid has been diſ- 
charged by any Opening, whether by Ulcer or Inciſion, the 
Bones have generally been found injured ; the Cartilages, that 
cover the Extremities of the Femur and Tibia, as well as 
the ſemilunar Cartilages, have been diſſolved into a Mucus, 
and the bony Fibres of the Epiphyſis might be ſeen 
ſhooting through it : The lower Extremity of the Femur, 
near where it is joined with the Epiphyſis, ſoft, red, and as it 
were turgid with a ſanious Humour, which by Preſſure might 
be readily forced out. The external Plate or Cortex of the- 
Bone might be eaſily ſeparated in ſmall Bits from its inter- 
nal Cancelli, containing in ſuch Places a Medulla * 
to a brown Colour. 

As the Fibula is no ways ee in b 8 N Joint, 
the Tibia generally ſuffers alone, ſo that when the Cartilage, 
which covers its Extremity in the Joint, is deſtroyed, the 
bony Cancelli of the Epiphyſis are gradually corrupted and 
rendered carious. Sometimes when the Diſeaſe advances but 
ſlowly, it preys upon the Ligaments without coming to Sup- 
puration within the Joint, in which Caſe by deſtroying that 
thin ligamentous Stratum, which may commonly be ſeen till 
the Age of fifteen or ſixteen, dividing, as it were, the Body 
of the Tibia from its Epiphyſis, it occaſions that Separation 

| of 
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of the Heads of the Joints” remarked by Wiſeman. If the 
Epiphyſis has much ſuffered, we often find a kind of bony 
Incruſtation on the Surface of the Tibia, where the Perioſ- 


teum has been injured and ſeparated : So that at different 3 
Times we may ſee the Bones affected in the ſame Manner 
as they are upon other Occaſions from a corroding, aerime- 
nious Ichor. | | 
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SEtcT10oN III. 


T whatever Period we examine this Complaint, the Lt- 
gaments ſeem firſt and principally diſeaſed : Hence it is 
neceſſary to inquire how they, as well as the other Parts 
which aſſiſt in compoſing and ſtrengthening the Joint, are 
affected. | 
A minute Examination into the Manner how theſe Liga- 
ments are ſpread over the Joint, informs us, that they may 
be divided into three Coats, or Lamellz ; the external, reach- 
ing ſome Way above and below the Articulation ; the ſecond, 
ariſing a little below the outer Coat, and inſerted above it ; 
and the third, or internal, which is the true Capſula, imme- 
diately inveſting and extending itſelf over the Cartilages, 
forming a complete Cyſt, as the Pericardium to the Heart, 
and ſerving to contain the Synovia for the immediate Service 
of the Articulation. 
THERE are two Species of Ligaments differing much from 


each other in Strength and Texture. Thoſe under our pre- 
ſent Conſideration, and which may properly be called the 
Articular Ligaments, poſſeſs the middle State between a Mem- 
brane and a Cartilage, and are of a whitiſh or pearl Colour, 
_ denſe, compact, ſtrong, and very little if at all elaſtic. 
They are made up of fibrous Layers or Strata, which with 
Difficulty may be raiſed from each other. The Veſſels, 
which ſerve for their Nouriſhment, are moſt of them too. 
ſmall to admit red Blood, and therefore unleſs a' cutaneous. 
| Veſſel be divided, when any Wound is inflicted upon theſe 
8 708 very little Hæmorrhage ſucceeds. 


THE 
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Tu Antients ſeem to have conſidered the Joints as liable 
to Complaints chiefly from Defluxions, which they ſup- 
poſed theſe Parts, from a natural Coldneſs and Imbecility, 
incapable of reſiſting. This Opinion indeed they extended to 
other Parts of a ſimilar Appearance and. Structure, which 
they were probably led to from-obſerying how ſparingly they 
were furniſhed with Veſſels carrying red Blood. The In- 
duſtry of the Moderns have explained this Matter, and ſet 
it in another and clearer Light. 

THe different Degree of Denſity and Strength of the Solids 
entirely depends upon the cloſer Application of their com- 
poſing Fibres. Hence the. Veſſels. entering the Subſtance of 

ſuch Parts are ſmaller: in proportion to their Compactneſs, 
leaſt by dividing or keeping the Fibres too much aſunder, 
they might. diminiſh the Degree of Strength requiſite for the 
Purpoſe they were intended for. Hence in the Muſcles the 
large Blood-Veſſels are very conſpicuous, in the Tendons and 
Ligaments much leſs ſo, and in the Cartilages and Bones 
ſcarcely at all, unleſs filled by coloured Injections. Yet all 
theſe Parts, however different in Appearance, receive their 
Nouriſhment and Support from their reſpective Veſſels, and 
are thereby enabled in a natural and healthful State to per- 
form their proper Office. 

THAT the Veſlels may act on their contained Fluids, and 
continue the Circulation regularly, they are ſupplied with a 
Degree of Strength, which when increaſed or diminiſhed, is 
moſt commonly productive of bad Conſequences. If they have 
loſt their Force, and are too much relaxed, the Fluids — not. 
duly propelled through them, and loſing their proper conſiſt- 
ence. for Want of the due and uſual Re- action of the Solids, 
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form Obſtructions more or leſs obſtinate, as ſuch Parts ſooner 

or later recover themſelves. Such Effects are frequently ſeen 
in the Ligaments and Tendons about the Joints, from Con- 
tuſions, Strains, or violent Extenſions, when not being able 
to act properly, and to affiſt in the Diſtribution of their 
Juices, they ſuffer ſuch a Repletion as to confine the Mo- 
tion of the Joint, and in Time to deftroy it totally. 

Os TRV TIONS thus formed receive a continual Increaſe, 
and as the Tumour enlarges from a Collection of the more 
viſcid Particles, the Oeconomy of the neighbouring Parts is 
affected, and the Circulation through the ſmaller Syſtem * 
Veſſels very imperfectly carried on. 

As the Swelling is formed by a dee; of Hu- 
mours in theſe Veſſels, it ſtill preſerves the natural Colour 
of the Part, and to whatever Size it grows, will not retain 
the Impreſſion of a Finger, unleſs there be an Extravaſa- 
tion in the ſurrounding Cellular Membrane. Hence our In- 
tentions of Cure muſt be directed by the State of the Part, 
whether the Veſſels are obſtructed only, or their Fluids ex- 
travaſated. 

In the Cure of Obſtructions wherever ſeated, the moſt de- 
ſirable Means is, that by Reſolution; but for this the Action 
of the Veſſels muſt aſſiſt in attenuating the inſpiſſated Hu- 
mours, and afterwards in propelling them onwards from the 
Place of their Stagnation into the Rout of the Circulation. 
In the Complaint under our preſent Conſideration, a careful 
Practitioner may obſerve a very neceſſary Diſtinctic 
the early or firſt State, if, when the Puflineſs of the 1 
ments ſhew they occupy a greater Space than natural, and 
When upon bending the Knee, the lateral 'Ligaments are 

conſiderably 
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conſiderably protruded, we find a reſiſting Firmneſs ſtill re- 
maining, the obſtructing Matter will moſt commonly yield 
to proper Diſcutients : For as the Parts above are then ſcarce- 
ly, if at all, injured, our Applications for that Purpoſe will 
not be prevented taking Place, as at other Times when the 
Diſeaſe is of longer ſtanding, and the Medium more diſeaſed. 
At this Period, we may ſucceed with Vinegar Fomentations, 
quickened with Sal Armoniac, and by rubbing the Joint af- 
terwards well with ſoft Soap, lowered as Occaſion may re- 
quire, and the Skin of the Patient will bear. This Method. 
will be found upon all Occaſions much more efficacious than 
Mercurials, which has been by many ſo much depended 
on. Vomits too at this Time haye proved ſerviceable. | 
Bur when the Integuments begin to thicken, and the 
Parts.around the Joint to increaſe in Size ; when the Motion of 
the Patella is much confined and diminiſhed, and the Tendons 
forming the Hamſtrings are quite rigid, hard, and much con- 
tracted, we have little Time to loſe. Here we muſt fly to more 
powerful Methods, and by every Means attempt to increaſe the 
Perſpiration of the Part. If this ſhould not ſucceed Cauſtics 
properly applied are often of great Service by the Diſcharge 
they promote. Le Dran's Method “ too may be made uſe of, 
as it has been found upon ſome Occaſions very beneficial. 
But though we may ſucceed in reducing the Joint to its na- 
tural Size, yet we are frequently diſappointed in our Expec- 
tations of a ſpeedy Cure by a great Debility of the Joint, 
which will demand our. utmoſt Skill to brace up and. 


ſtrengthen. 


* See Le Dran's Obſ. 93 and 94; alſo Commercium Literarium, ann. 1732. 
SHOULD 
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snoop the Diſeaſe be further advanced, and the ſtag- 
nated Humours ſo far depraved as by their Acrimony to 
bring on an Inflammation, then the . e bee | 
quences muſt be expected . | . 

I before mentioned the Neceſſity of examining, oder 

the Tumor round the Joint be formed by extravaſated Hu- 
mours. This will make a conſiderable Difference in the Me- 
thod of Cure, and therefore deſerves a proper Conſideration. 
WiIrnIx the Burſal Ligament, or Capſula of the Joint, 
we find the Cartilaginous Extremities of the Bones, ſupplied 
with a lubricating Fluid, that facilitates the Motions of the 
Joint, and prevents the ill Effects which would. enſue from 
their Attrition without ſuch a Medium. In a ſ imilar Man- 
ner. are the Ligaments and tendinous Expanſions defended 
from thoſe Accidents which would be the inevitable Conſe- 
quence of their neceſſary Motion, when the Body is in Ac- 
tion. They are therefore ſupplied with a viſcous Lymph 
from Glands, which lubricate and preſerve them ir due Order. 

Tris Secretion is liable to ſeveral Alterations from its 
natural State, but is moſt often redundant from a Rupture 
and exceſſive Excretion from the lymphatic Veſſels, or a di- 
miniſhed Power in the Action of the Abſorbents; as the 
Cauſes therefore, which give Riſe to the above-mentioned 
Redundancies, are frequently local, ſuch Extrayaſations are 
often to be met with about the Knee from Falls, Contuſions, 
Diſtortions, and too great Extenfions. | 

Tar extravaſated Fluids may therefore inſinuate them- 
ſelves between the lateral Ligaments and Capſula of the 


C Vid, Chap. IV. | 
| Knee, 
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Knee e, the, poſterior! Ligament and Capſula—the poſteri 


Ligament and Popliteus +—the circular, great, and lateral 
Ligaments of the Patella — upon and for ſome Space round 
the Patella - the thin Expanſion of the Faſcia: Lata and the 
common Aponeuroſis of the Rectus, Vaſti, and Crureus 
When theſe Tumors are recent and ſmall, their Contents are 
ſometimes abſorbed, and the ſame happy Effects are often 
brought about by proper topical, as well as internal Medi- 
eines; but being retained for ſome Time, the finer Parts 
only are taken up, and what remains acquires the Conſiſt- 


ence of the White of an Egg: But in this State, and in ſtill” 


higher Degrees of Inſpiſſation, it does not contract a fœtid 
Smell, or taſte in the leaſt acr idw 

Tnus Extravaſations may be formed, not only in one, but 
in many different Places, and may extend themſelves, till 


burſting, they become one common Tumor: Sometimes 


they remain in diſtinct Cavities, between different Lamine, 
as is uſual in other encyſted Dropſies: But in general it is 
to be obſerved, that whether the Tumor be large or ſmall, 


* As theſe are connected cloſely with the Burſal, where that is to the Cartila e. 
the Contents will be included above, below, or in both theſe Spaces. This Efe 
may be ſeen to follow Strains or Diſtortions of the Joint. | 


* 


1 In theſe Spaces, more particularly the laſt, there are great Number of ſmall 


Glands mixed with ſome Particles of Fat, ſo that the Contents of Tumors in this 
Part are not always of that uniform, gelatinous Kind, as in moſt others fituated 
about the Knee, but are frequently ſteatomatous. h TE 
This is moſt conſpicuous on each Side the great Ligaments, there being the 

lea nn to the lateral diverging from it on each Side to the Head of 

e Tibia. j | 

p „The moſt extenſive Extravaſation, and largeſt Tumor of this Kind, to which 
the Knee is ſubjeQ, is that which generally begins above the Joint between the 
aponeurotic Expanſions of the Rectus, Vaſti, and Crureus : In its Increaſe ſpread- 
ing every Way on the anterior Part of the Articulation, and reaching, though un- 
lly, even below the Patella. This has been denominated the Dropſy of theſe 
ſcles by Mr. Gooch, and is a Caſe not at all uncommon, Th, {of , 
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its Contents are included in one Cavity, and the contained 
Fluid may for the moſt part be diſcharged by one Inciſion. 
To this Diſeaſe many Authors have fixed the Title of 
Fillighs Artieulorum./ Purmannus * deſcribes ſuch Tumors as 
«.a Kind of Excreſcence, like the Fungi on Trees. They 
rxeſiſt the Impreſſion of the Fingers, never ſhine, cauſe 
4; little Pain, and yet in Time grow ſo big that they hin- 
% der the Motion of the Joint, and make the Patient very 
name ur a Cripple What he afterwards adds, fixes it a 
true Dropſy, though, according to what had occurred to 
Him, chiefly of the encyſted Kind. 
1 'WiDMANNUS ſtill further confirms this, when in treat- 
ing of the Diſeaſes of the Knee, he particularizes the Nature 
of the Fungus Articulorum thus: « Variæ eorundem ſunt 
« differentiæ, alii enim majores, alii minores, alii tenuioris 
fubſtantiæ ſunt, alli craſſioris. In pleriſque materia vitioſa, 
„ quæ ipſos excitat, ſub cute in tunica adipoſa et ligamento 
annulari herere videtur, et tune totum articulum ambit; in 
= quibuſilam vers in peculiari tantum genu parte, quali in ſac- 
* culo five folliculo continetur; illi vero in quibus humores 
« bokii ipſo articulo inhæreant, hydrops articulorum, & ſpe- 
ciatim in genu, . bydrops genu, nominari ſolent. Præterea 
adhue ſciendum, hydropem genu totum ſemper articulum 
diſtendere, fungum vero uni ſæpe tantum lateri adhærere. 
Hier RR , who ſcems to have Purmannus chiefly in His 
Bye ws, 12 eee by che uſnal 
d — Cerio if + Halle Degen eee. · Pe Hydrge 


& Fungis Articulorum. * | 
% Purmannus, after recommending ſome Medicines for its Diſcuſion, tells us, if. 


oy are unſucceſsful, ** the next Way we this Tumor is by opening 1 a 
cet. 


- 
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proper Applications, it muſt be opened at the moſt conve- 


« ſi unico in cavo collectum, protinus corrumpit, vel ſi in 


« diverſis, præterlapſo aliquot dierum ſpatio ſenſim ſenſimque 


e affluit. But that the Fluid may be diſcharged the more 
ni and completely, he adds, Chirurgus ipſum 

tumorem digitis gnaviter deprimat, injechagne ſuperius faſ- 
‚ « cia, ne cedere facile poſſit, contineat. Namque iſto. modo 
non eommodiſſima ſolum ad incidendum pars in conſpec- 


tum prodit, ſed ipſum quoque ſerum, facto foramine, 


« promptius effluit; imo vero ad inſtar ſanguinis in venæ- 
e ſeCtionibus, aut Iymaphe in nn vel nn aſcitis 
“ inciſione prorumpit. N 
Tus Complaint thats dub tin droplical, has 
been too frequently confounded; with, and, miſtaken for, the 
White-Swelling, to which, though it may ſometimes. bear a 
ſimilar Appearance, yet will be found in an to Luer 
conſiderably. | 

From the Refiſtance of the — and inſpiſſated State 


of the contained Fluid, a Fluctustion is not to be ſo readily | 


Lancet, or Corroſive, in the moſt convenient Place that Nature.and gy ot 
this muſt never be attempted *till you deſpair of curing it any other 
generally choſen is about a Finger's Breadth'below the Patella, . the Water 
may be drawn ont with little Trouble; ; nor will it hinder the Patient in goin 
not to mention the Conveniency in applying | Bandages and Medicines, wh whith wall 
ſtick better in that Part than on any other ſtead of a Lancet they generally uſed 
a Corroſive made of Silver and Aqua Fortis, and applied no bigger than a ſmall 
| Pea, that the-Orifice may not be too large, and the Water run aut at 'onge; nor the 
Air have too free an Acceſs to the Part, for it in better to ſtay two or three Days 
longer, and let it out by Degrees, leſt you injure the Muſculus Plantaris and _ 
. aris, and. cauſe other ill Accidents. When you have the firſt! Time drawn: out 
much Water as you think convenient, put a Tent into the Wound big enough to 
it up, that no Water may go out but when you üg Ts the: Knee apply a — 
dafenſitive Plaiſter, and over the Wound a till all the Liquor i 10 ex- 


hauſted, and then heal it up again.” Though this Mer thod of Freatment-cannot be 
4 Blat. by modern. Surgery, I haue given the A to Sony „ N of 
Chirurgia Curioſa, Lib. III. Chap. 2. n INE e 105.5 
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felt even in the more early Times, as in dropſical Collections 
elſewhere; yet though the Articulation and lower Part of the 
Thigh is inlarged to three Times the natural Size, we ſhall 
almoſt always find in its early State the Patella much more 
moveable than in the White-Swelling, the Motion of the 
Joint much leſs confined, and the Patient ſuffering very little, 
but when he attempts to kneel or bend his Leg backwards. 
But if it remains for any conſiderable Time without being 
ſucceſsfully treated, the Fluid has been found to macerate, 
thicken, and at laſt deſtroy the Texture of the Parts by which 
As the one Complaint therefore originally proceeds from a 
Diſeaſe of the Subſtance of the Ligaments through an Infarc- 
tion of their Veſſels, and the other from an Extravaſation of 
Lymph either general or partial, the diſtinct Knowledge of 
each becomes abſolutely requifite, as the Methods to be at- 
tempted for their Relief muſt frequently ſo widely differ. 
Proper Diſcutients, as aromatic Fumes, volatile Liniments, 
Frictions, Brandy and Vinegar*, with proper Bandages, will fre- 
quently prevail againſt both in a recent State. If ſuch Attempts 
prove ineffectual, Extravaſations of every Kind may be opened 
with Safety, and the higheſt Probability of Succeſs, provided 
the Fluid has not lain long enough to contaminate and de- 
ſtroy the ſurrounding Parts; whereas in an obſtructed State 
o KK 
them in ſuch Complaints. But this indiſeriminate Application is by no Means pro- 
per, and may, on ſome Occaſions, be attended with Conſequences by its fer 
* Where the Tumor is formed from a lymphous Extravaſation in the Cellular Mem- 


brane, may be made uſe of with great Succeſs, and a proper Direction in this 
Reſpect will be when the Patella ſeems buried in the Swelling. For where the Tu- 
mor is. occaſioned by diſeaſed M. there the Patella lies almoſt. immediately 
under the Skin, as in a natural State. . 3 
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of the vaſcular Syſtem of the Ligaments, an Inciſion will 
ever prove ineffectual, if not productive of the moſt terrible. 


Conſequences. Of the former, ſeverat Inſtances might be 


produced, where the Cures were completed by proper Inci- 


ſions, and their Union afterwards: ſecured by Compreſs and 
Bandage. Mr. Gooch's Caſes, and Method of u in this 
Reſpect, deſerve particular Notice. H E 

Bur that we may not doubt of Succeſo, even when this 
Diſeaſe has been of long ſtanding, the following Inſtance is 


a remarkable Proof, communicated to me by Mr. Wathen *, 


an ingenious and eminent Surgeon, in ee daf 
London, in whoſe Words I ſhall beg Leave to offer it. 
Mx. J. E. Mariner, in Creſi- Street, Moorfields, n 


four Vears of Age, received a Fall in 1754 on the internal 


Side of his left Knee, which ſwelled exceedingly with conſi- 
derable Pain: By common Applications the latter was quickly 
relieved, but the Tumor continued rather to encreaſe. Some 
Months afterwards further Advice was called in, who were 
with the former of Opinion, that it was a White-Swelling, 
on which Account Amputation was determined on. The 
Night preceding the intended Operation, the Patient having 
felt, and fixed on, a ſmall, moveable, hard Subſtance, about 
the Bigneſs of a common Pea, boldly cut upon it with a 
Penknife, and had almoſt extracted it, when a Perſon com- 
ing into the Room, prevented the Completion of his Deſign, 
by giving him a ſevere Stroke on his Arm. A full Pint how- 
ever (of a a Bice. Fluid was diſcharged, adhering together 


To this Gentleman I ak confeſs n indebted for many judicious Obſer- 
vations on this Subject. 
1 


t| 
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in one entire Maſs. The Swelling upon this diſappeared, 
and returning no more, the Operation was no longer thought 
of. He then engaged himſelf in his Majeſty's Service at 
Sea, where he continued for ſeveral Years; when he was 
obliged to quit his Employment, on account of great Incon- 
veniences he ſuſtained from the Movement of the aforemen- 
tioned Subſtance, which was now greatly encreaſed in S1ze. 
Auguſt 24, 1762, I firſt examined his Diſorder, when J 
diſcovered two hard moveable Bodies, unequally flat and 
round, one the Breadth of a Six-pence, the other near the 
Size of a Shilling, which in the different Flexures of the 
Joint, moved from one Part to another with the greateſt Ve- 

locity, and that to a conſiderable Diſtance, viz. from the 
Patella five or ſix Inches up the Thigh, two Inches below 
that Bone, and about three on each Side. Theſe Motions 
gave him great Pain, frequently cauſing him to fall- down, 
by which he was often much hurt, and ſometimes his Life 
even endangered. Having fixed one of the Subſtances, I ex- 
tracted it through an Ineiſion I made. upon it, and then, tho 
not without great Difficulty, found the leſſer, and by gradual 
Compreſſion brought it to the Orifice, through which it flew 
to ſome Diſtance. The Cyſt in which they were contained 
was thick, white, and hard; its Infide ſmooth; and lined 
with a ſlippery Moiſture, with which the Bodies were alfo 
covered : Theſe were about the- Size above mentioned, white, 
unequal, and hard, and to the Eye appeared like the external 
Surface of the cortical Part of the Brain: They are now leſs 
and more yellow than at firſt, when they reſembled the 
White of an Egg coagulated; to which both in the Na- 
ture of the Fluid, and this Change, there appears a great 
— | Similarity. 


Mouths of 
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Similarity v. There was no Liquor contained in the Cavity, 
or diſcharged by the Inciſion, nor was it attended or followed 
by any Pain or Inflammation worth mentiening; but the 
next Morning, the whole Cyſt was greatly diſtended by the. 
ſame gelatinous Jelly, as noticed in the firſt Stage of his Diſ- 
order. This gave me an Opportunity to examine the Appear- 
aner and Contents of the largeſt Tumour of the Kind that 1 
had ever before ſeen. Its Projection was chiefly on the ante- 
rior and lateral Part of the Thigh, Knee, and Leg: The 
Cireumference of the Thigh above the Patella was equal to 


* 


Morro to account for a e e in the Caſe related by Dr. Symp/or- 
in the Medical Eſſays, mentions a Subſtance which he found within the Articulation, 
of the right Knee, of the 8 and Size of x ſinall Turi Dean. When cut through: 
it had only a thin, external, firm, Plate, being compoſed within of Cells which, 
wete fall of Oil. Upon a careful Exatiination, a Part of the Cartilage of the- 
Tibia of the ſame Shape with the before-mentioned Subſtance was wanting. It ap- 
pears à little fingular Boe ſo finall a Portion could be ſeparated from the Cartilage, 
which is never found in ſo brittle a State, as to be liable to ſuffer in that Manner. 
But in the Inſtance mentioned by Dr. Syap/on, the Patient had never ſuffered any in- 
jariobs Violence on bie Knee, and chetefordit can by no means be made a parallel Cafe. 
to account for ſuch an Appearance. 

Such Subſtances Abald therefore ſeem to have been formed by in Inſpiſſation of 
the groſſer Parts of the Fluid in which they are generally found, compreſſed and in- 
durated into their Shape by the Aion of the Part. This appears rather confirmed 
by the Circumſtances of a Caſe related by Monſ. Du Fozart, whoſe Opinion too is. 
well worth reeiting. ** The fecond Circumftance, which merits our Attention, 


relates to a boney. Concretion, or rather a white and friable Matter, which I found 


in the Middte of the Tumour, This did not in the leaſt adhere to the Bone, from: 
2 it. was ſeparated by , or Subſtance of the Tamour, which covered aud 
rrounded it every where equally. What is principally to be obſerved in this Con- 
cretion 1s, that the Strata of the Vacs! which forms it are a "Compoſition truly 
ſolid, ſince the Parts of them are very friable, and may be ſeparated almoſt as eaſily 
as the Parts of a calcined Bone. They do not even produce an uniform and conti- 
nued Maſs, ſince they are ſeparated from each other by an Infinity of Pores on very 
ſenſible Interſtices. Tn a Word, they do not form an organic Whole, fince they 
only conſtitute a Congeries of irregular Laminæ, ſuch as 1 might lave 
thrown together, without Veſſels, without intermediate Fibres, Connection, Order, 
or Regularity. In ſhort, they are only Juices. ſo inſpiſſated as to aſſume an appa- 
rently _— Conſiſtence, and theſe Juices being at firſt d from the open 
the. Veſſels deſtined for their Conveyance, have afterwards united by the 
fingle Obſtacle they found to their Diffuſion, and have thus formed an irregular Aſ- 
Re which has no other Form than what was preſcribed to it by the greater 
or leſs Refiſtance which the Subſtance of the Tumour has oppoſed to the Extravaſa-. 


tion of thoſe ſame Humours,” Acad. de la Chirurgie, 
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any Part of that Member, the upper Part only excepted. 
This Tumour was extended over the Patella, but the Ele- 
vation was higher on each Side of that Bone, and then pro- 
ceeded downwards unequally two or three Inches below the 
Patella. When I had done inſpecting this Appearance, I 
ſqueezed the Fluid to near the Quantity of a Wine Quart. 


through the Orifice, which was of the Conſiſtence and Qua- 


lity before mentioned. This ſudden Collection and Evacu- 
ation was not attended with much Pain to the Patient. I 
then made an Attempt to cloſe the Sides of this ſpacious Ca- 
vity by Compreſs and Bandage, leaving a free Paſſage thro' 
the Opening; notwithſtanding which, on the next Morning, 
the Tumour returned, though ſomewhat leſs: than before; 
the Wound was thickened and ſwoln, and the Diſcharge 


thereby prevented. I was then about to make a counter 
and more dependant Opening, but conſidering it as a recent 


Collection, and alſo knowing the happy Effects of diſcutient 
Methods in Inſtances of the like though ſmaller Kind, I re- 
ſolved to heal the Inciſion, and make that Experiment, which 
I effected in about three Weeks; the Fluid was abſorbed, 


and the Side of the Cavity united. The Patient has conti- 


nued perfectly well from that Time, and is now n to 
his former Station.“ 


SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 


T* our preſent Subject we may obſerve, that at different Times 
the ſame Effects are produced on Parts of a ſimilar Struc- 
ture and Diſpoſition : For whether an Abſceſs ſucceeds imme- 
diately from a Wound inflicted on the ſurrounding Parts of 
a Joint, or is produced by Length of Time, from leſs active 
Cauſes, as Contuſions, Over-extenſions, &c. we always find 
the Suppuration producing the ſame Conſequences with the 


ſame Appearances. Of the latter we have already taken ſome | 


Notice, and of the former we will here mention ſome Par- 
ticulars, ſo far as they may afford us proper Notions of diſ- 
eaſed Joints in general. | 

MopeRrn phyſiological Inquiries into the Nature of liga- 
mentous and tendinous Parts have given Riſe to an Opinion, 
that they are altogether inſenſible; yet ſome cannot conceive, 


how a. Part deſtitute of Feeling ſhould be the Seat of remark- 


able Pain. However ſtrange, or even paradoxical this may 
appear, it nevertheleſs under proper Reſtriction is a certain 
Fact. The Alteration, that the Oeconomy of every Part 
ſuffers, when injured or diſeaſed, is beſt evidenced by the 
Effects, and it would be highly improper to confound differ- 
ent Principles together, and ſo aſcribe to primary, what evi- 


dently ariſes from ſecondary Cauſes. Many an inciſed Wound - 


has been inflicted on a Joint, that proved no otherwiſe trouble- 
ſome at the Time of the Accident, than affording ſuch a trifling 
Smart as in general attends even a ſlight Inciſion thro' the Skin; 
and when the Wound in the external Skin, was united, and the 
Accident almoſt forgotten, the Patient has been attacked with 

| O the 
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the moſt violent Pain and Inflammation with all their dread- 
ful Conſequences. 

IT is in general to be obſerved, that theſe bad Symptoms 
ſeldom come on till ſome few Days after the Accident, and 
almoſt always when the Wound has been neglected, or 
deemed ſo trifling as to deſerve little Regard; the Patient 
therefore walks about as uſual, and when he leaſt expects it, 
is increaſing the Danger of the Wound. This I could ſup- 
port by many Inſtances, where accidental Wounds far greater, 
and in Appearance much more dangerous, have terminated as 
ſpeedily and as happily as could be wiſhed, by confining the 
Patient to his Bed, and preventing an Inflammation by the 
proper antiphlogiſtic Remedies. In Parts of ſuch a denſe com- 
pact Texture as Tendons and Ligaments, an Inflammation ad- 
vances but flowly, as they are fo ſparingly furniſhed with 
Blood - Veſſels; but when once an Obſtruction is formed in 
theſe Veſſels, the Chance of Relief is by no Means equal to 

that when it happens in the more ſoft or fleſny Parts, becauſe 
the rigid Fibres of the one will by no Means give way to the 
Diſtenſion of the Veſſels, the certain Effects of an Inflamma- 
tion, which the other from its ſoft and yielding State more 
readily ſubmits to. 
Ax healthy, robuſt, young Countryman in cutting ſome 
Sticks, unfortunately miſſed his Blow, and the Hatchet 
glancing on his Knee, wounded the Ligament on the right 
Side of the Patella. The Wound was attended with fo little 
Pain at the Time of the Accident, that he hardly took No- 
tice of it, and went about his Buſineſs as uſual: Some Days 
after it began to pain him much, an Inflammation came on, 
and the Joint was ſo troubleſome, that he applied for Relief 


to 
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to a neighbouring Woman, the uſual Doctreſs of the Coun- 
try. Her Applications did not relieve him in the leaſt, but, on 
the contrary, Signs of Suppuration appeared; and when 1 
firſt ſaw him with Mr. Timbrell, the Certainty of Matter, 
though deep ſeated, induced us to open the Abſceſs. Upon 
making a deep Inciſion a crude, indigeſted Matter, like Curds 
and Whey, was diſcharged in a conſiderable: Quantity; and. 
upon examining the Part afterwards, we found the Liga- 
ments much injured, and the Articulation itſelf diſeaſed. 
In a few Days a ſmall Swelling appeared below the Patella, 
which, that it might afford a more efficacious, as the 
more depending Drain, was encouraged by Poultices, and 
opened accordingly. Spirituous Injeftions were fyringed 
through the Joint, and every Method attempted to preyent 
a Lodgement of Matter, but all to no Purpoſe. His Thigh 
became vaſtly tumefied, and his Leg very oedematous, even 
to the Extremities of his Toes. In ſhort, every Endeavour 
was ineffectual, an Hectic Fever came on, and he died about 
the fourth Week after the Accident. 

' Uron examining the Joint, the Ligaments were very 905 
thickened and diſeaſed; and the Cartilages both of the Patella 
and Extremities of the Femur and Tibia entirely deſtroyed. 


W. B. about thirteen Years of Age, endeavouring to lop 
off the Bough of a Tree with a Hatchet, wounded his Knee 
on the internal Condyle of the left Thigh. Immediate: Care 
was taken of it, and the Boy directed to keep the Leg quiet; 
but his unruly Diſpoſition would not ſuffer him to follow 
this neceſſary Advice, and finding little or no Inconvenience 
mow it, he ran about among his Playfellows-as uſual, About 

O 2 the 
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the eighth Day his Knee grew very painful, was conſiderably 
ſwoln, and appeared very. much inflamed : the Boy grew fe- 
veriſh, was attacked with Shiverings, and every Symptom of 
a forming Abſceſs, which, being ſoon. completed, was opened, 
and a conſiderable Quantity of Matter . diſcharged. In a 
few Days the Wound threw out ſuch a Fungus, that no Ap- 
plication would reſtrain ; and though the greateſt. Care was 


taken by keeping the Lips of the Wound apart, to afford a 


proper Vent for the Diſcharge, it ſignified but little, and we 
were neceſſitated to make an Opening on the Outſide of the 
Knee, as well as in the Ham, where the Matter ſeemed 
moſt inclined to paſs off. But this by no Means anſwered 
our. Expectations: The Integuments on the Top of the 
Joint became ſo much tumefied and thickened that we could 
ſcarcely feel the Patella; the Joint grew ſo painful that the 


7 leaſt Motion of his Leg hurt him exceſſively, and a Tu- 


mour forming on the Head of the Tibia, which in a few-Days 
was opened, gave us an Opportunity of finding that the Li- 
gaments were deſtroyed, and that this laſt Collection of Mat- 


ter came from the Joint. The Leg now became very oede- 


matous, which made us ſuſpect, that the Matter inſinuating 
itſelf between the Gaſtrocnemii Muſcles was forming 


Collection there, and that the only probeble Means of N 


him was the Amputation of the Limb. 

Tux Heſitation of his Friends ufen this Point produced 

a Delay of ſome Days, in which Time he grew very fe- 

veriſh, hectic Symptoms came on, and his Caſe _—_— 

POWs £741 | 
Tux Boy- bimſelf now deſired to Fee Kenn the Operation, 

1 accordingly performed it about the ſeventh Week after 
5 | 5 | the 
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the Accident. In a few Days he was viſibly altered for the. 
better, his Appetite and healthy Countenance returned, 
and the Wound healed fo kindly that it was cicatrized about. 
the End of the fourth Month. | | 
Ueon. examining the Knee, the Integuments were found. 
conſiderably. thickened and tumefied, and the Cellular Mem- 
brane, where it had not ſuffered the uſual Effects of Suppu- 


ration, was infarcted with a thick, gelatinous Humour. The. 


Ligaments were very much enlarged. in their Subſtance, but 
having loſt their uſual Compactneſs, were become ſoft. and 
pappy, and in two or three Places were opened into the Joint. 


The Cartilages at ſeveral Points were ſoftened into a Mucus, 


and in other Places entirely eroded and deſtroyed, ſo as to lay 
bare and expoſe the cancellated Subſtance of the Heads of 
the Bones. Between the Gaſtrocnemius externus and in- 
ternus appeared a large Cavity, which had received a conſi- 
derable Quantity of Matter from the Joint. 

Tos ve may | obſerve almoſt every Indie 
of the Ligaments to terminate, which cannot be pre- 
vented coming to Suppuration, ſince the natural Tenſion and 
compact Texture of ſuch membranous Parts can neither af- 


ford a kind Pus, or ſuffer that Degree of Deterſion, which 


is neceſſary for the proper Healing and Recovery of ſuch Parts 
thus diſeaſed. Hence, though the Surgeon attempts the Re- 
lief of his Patient, when Matter is formed between theſe 
' membranous and ligamentous Expanſions, even by a well di- 
rected Opening, he very rarely ſucceeds , fince the Obſtruc- 


tions 


* Though all Abſceſſes are ſeated in the Cellular Membrane, a proper Ditindtion 


is to be made between thoſe formed in the Cellular Membrane under the Integumen 7 
and 
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tions formed in theſe Parts are ſeldom reſolved by ſuch imper- 
fect Suppurations; and the Wound, continually moiſtened 
by extravaſated Juices, throws out ſuch looſe and flaccid 
Granulations as form a very troubleſome Fungus, which 
cannot be properly ſubdued. The Matter therefore not be- 
ing duly diſcharged, is diverted to another Part, where being 
ablorbed and taken into the Conſtitution, it is productive of 
the moſt dangerous Hectic, with all its dreadful Conſe- 
quences 3 or, infinuating itſelf through the Cellular Mem- 
brane, is frequently depoſited at ſome little Diſtance from 
the Articulation + ; where being opened, the Patient is waſted, 


N. gradually deſtroyed by an incurable Fiſtula. 


Ix the fame Manner may we obſerve the White-Swelling 
to terminate, when it arrives to a State of Suppuration. Suf- 


ficient Reaſon have we therefore to be alarmed at the dan- 


gerous Situation of our Patient, when an Inflammation comes 
on, attended with a Fever, ſharp Pains through the Joint, and 
Shiverings, the almoſt general Attendant, and in _ * 


the certain Criterion, of a forming Abſceſs * 


FREQUENTLY When this Complaint has wy COONEY | 
treated, or from the Mildneſs of its Attack entirely diſregard- 


and thoſe formed between the eee and St Expanſions: A careful ob- 
ſerver will in general find that thoſe extraordinary Cares in this Patt, which we every 
now and then hear ſo much boaſted of, are no more than ill-conditioned: Abſceſſes 
of the _ — ** keep thei 

+ As atients are con obliged to eir Legs upon a Level with 
their Bodies, the Abſceſs frequently breaks in the Ham; but —4 till the Matter 
has formed Sinuſſes down the Leg, in the Cellular Membrane upon, and ſometimes 
between the Gaſtrocnemii Muſcles. This I have ſeveral Times obſerved, and been 
able to preſs out a confiderable Quantity of Matter every drefling, unlefs it was pre- 
vented burrowing, by the Application of a Compreſs and Bandage. 

A critical epoſition on the Joints is frequently productive f a ſimilar Event, 

and many Women in particular, as Doctor Simſes has obſerved (in the Medical Eſ- 
ſays) have contracted it under the Diary Fever — 4 are ſubject to in Child- bed. Of 
this a remarkable Caſe has lately fallen ander my are, whore the Fotient was ſaved 
by a timely Amputation. 4 

ed, 
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ed, the Ligaments, tendinous Expanſions; and Cellular Mem- 


brane, become fo relaxed, and their Texture diſſolved, that 
their original Structure and Appearance are at laſt entirely 
altered and deſtroyed, and they appear, as I before obſerved.. 
one general confuſed, and pulpy Maſs, while the Burſal Li- 
gament, or immediate Capſula of the Joint, being but ſlightly 
affected, even in this State preſerves the Parts within its Ca- 
vity ſound, and free from the ſurrounding Contamination +. 
Under theſe Circumſtances, the Patient frequently lingers 
many Years. | But when the Joint becomes affected, its vi- 
tiated Juices being mixed with the Liquor ſecreted from the- 
mucilaginous Glands within the Joint, a crude, indigeſted. 
Matter is formed and collected there in a conſiderable Quan- 
tity, in every Reſpect anſwering that Species of Sanies, which 
Celſus has denominated Melicera 1, and Hildanus treated of 
in his Chapter de Hydrarthro . | Patt + - 

Fon the Extenſion of the diſeaſed Ligaments by the 
Quantity of collected Fluid, the Patient ſuffers continual 
Pain; a conſtant Irritation is produced by the Acrimony of 
the ichorous Matter, an Inflammation brought on, which- 


1 Till the Diſeaſe arrives at this Period, the Joint, though it cannot obey the 
voluntary Action of the Muſcles, deſtined for its Motion in a natural State, may by 
the Hands of an Aſſiſtant be found to retain a conſiderable Share of its Motion, 
and the Heads of the Bones glide ſmoothly over each other. 
t Eſt quzdam ſanies, que vel jyoþ vel peaixnga nominatur. *Iy@p, tenuis, 
ſubalbidus, ex malo ulcere exit, maximeque ubi, nervo læſo, inflammatio ſecuta 
eſt. Meaixvea craſſior eſt, glutinofior, et ſubalbida, mellique albo ſubſimilis. 
Fertur hæc quoque ex malis ulceribus. Lib. v. cap. 26. | | 
* Duplicem autem eſſe materiam effluentem ex articulo hydrarthro obſeſſo, nimi- 
rum aut tenuis, aut ſubtilis, que proprie Ichor dicitur, aut aliquantum ſpiſſior, et 
Meliceria appellatur, quæ diverſitas ratione humoris, in corpore redundantis, acci- 
dit. Si enim pituitoſus fuerit æger, materia quæ effluit, ichoroſa, alba, et veluti 
ſerum lactis exiſtet: nonnunquam quoque aliquo modo viſcida, glutinoſa ac fi albu- 
men ovi concuſſum permixtum eſſet, efluit. Si bilioſum fuerit corpus, aliquantum 
flaveſcet, fin atrabiliaris, obſcurus erit. Rubeſcet vero, et cruenta erit, fi zger ple- 
thoricus, aut vena aliqua capillaris eroſa fuerit. Hildanus de Hydrarthro, p. 835. 


terminating 
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terminating in an Abſceſs, the Cartilages + with the Heads 
of the Bones they cover are at laſt conſiderably injured, and 
ſometimes entirely deſtroyed. To prevent theſe fatal Conſe- 
quences, Amputation is the only Remedy at preſent known 
or eſtabliſhed. An Anchyloſis in this Caſe cannot be ex- 
RA e e 

Wurx an Abſceſs is formed in the Joint from a Suppura- 
tion of the mucilaginous Glands, and the cartilaginous Sur- 
faces are even thereby deſtroyed, if by a ſmall and well- timed 
Opening the Matter can be diſcharged, and the Ulceration 
properly cleanſed, Granulations may ariſe, or the bony Fi- 
bres of the Epiphyſes ſhoot out, which filling up the Cavity 
of the Joint, will form a true and bony Anchyloſis. But 
the morbid State of the Ligaments in this Diſeaſe, from which 


+ The Texture of theſe articular Cartilages, if examined in a natural and ſound _ 
State, is very uniform and compact, ſo that in whatever Direction you divide them, 
they appear like Wax or an hardened Solution of a glutinous Subſtance, not at all 
laminated as in the Compoſition of moſt, if not. all, other Cartilages, and without 
the leaſt Appearance of Organization. By boiling or Calcination their Structure be- 
comes more apparent, and they ſeem made up of Fibres in a perpendicular Direction 
to the Subſtance of the Bone. This is moſt certainly a very wiſe and providential 
Contrivance, as it preſerves that Elaſticity, which their Situation moſt neceſſarily re- 
quires, and guards them from thoſe Compreſſions which violent Motions, as jump- 
ing, or even the common Actions of Life, would otherwiſe unavoidably occaſion, 
Though theſe Cartilages ſeem inorganized, yet they really are not fo, ſince it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary they ſhould be ſupplied with Veſſels to afford them a proper Nou- 
riſhment, and prevent their Decay: This is carried on by Veſſels, whole Diameters 
being too ſmall to admit a — er Fluid, are therefore in a natural State not to 
be perceived. Every Part of the Body, where the vaſcular Syſtem obtains, is liable 
to 5 and its Conſequences, which produce ſuch Appearances and Effects 
as may be obſerved particular to the Situation, as well as Nature of the Parts, 
Bones, which we know are the hardeſt of any Part of the Human Compoſition, will, 
from a given Cauſe, inflame and utcerate. Cartilages likewiſe will ſuffer from a fi- 
milar Affection, in their Texture, inflame, grow ſoft, and, if ſoaking for any Time 
in Matter in a diſeaſed Joint, at laſt be diſſolved into a meer Mucus. Some differ. 
ence however is to be perceived in the Manner Cartilages are affected, particularly 
after an Amputation in the ſmaller Articulations, where, contrary to the uſually re- 
ceived Notion, they will ſometimes ſlough off, and exfoliate in ſmall Bits, not un- 
like the Scales of Fiſhes, which is there moſt probably occaſioned by the Thinneſs 
of their Strata, as well as from their being more expoſed to the Action of the Air. 


there 
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there is ſcarcely. a Poſſibility of their recovering themſelves, 
will prove a continual Fomes for the Deſtruction of the 
Joint . | "oft a CK. 

As the Ligaments of every Joint are equally liable to be in 
the ſame Manner injured ; when this Malady is ſeated in the 
Hip Amputation cannot. take Place. Here the Caſe ſeems 
deſperate. The Matter inſinuates itſelf more or leſs deep 
in various Parts of the Thigh, but moſt commonly on the 
Outſide, and under the Expanſion of the Faſcia Lata ; from 
which the ſurrounding Cellular Membrane is ſo deſtroyed and 
diſſolved into Matter, that the Muſcle appears after a large 
 Incifion, when the Lips of the Wound are retracted, as diſ- 

tinct as if diſſected, and cleaned by the Knife. | 


t The Propriety of Openings into the . ſeems to be an Affair of no ſmall 
Conſequence. Several Inſtances are upon Record of Inciſions being made into the 
Cavity of a dropſical Joint, whereby the Water has been diſcharged, and the Pa- 
tients ſometimes, with the Aſſiſtance of proper Diſcutients and ſtrengthening Appli- 
cations, met with a radical Cure. In this Operation it certainly is neceſſary to 
make the Opening as ſmall as poſſible, even by a ſimple PunQure of the Lancet, 
where the Part is moſt free from tendinous Expanſions ; this appears to be at the In- 
ſide of. the Knee, where 3 ſcarcely covers the Ligament but the common 
Skin. The greateſt Precaution however mult even here be made uſe of, and at the 
ſame Time that the Limb is kept entirely at reſt, we muſt not negle@ a proper 
Bandage, and ſpirituous Fomentations to prevent the coming on of an Inflammation. 
By this Method I have ſucceeded in letting out a thin,  purulent Fluid collected in 
the Joint from a diſeaſed State of the ſurrounding Parts, and which was attended with 
no other bad Conſequence than its filling again in ſome little Time afterwards, But 
when an Abſceſs is formed in N Matters are differently circumſtanced, and 
we have Dangers to encounter, which require our utmoſt Care and Skill to prevent 
or counteract. I. | EOS | 
The exceſſive Pain which Anſeparably tends the Formation of Matter in the Ca- 
vity of the Joint from violent Inflammations, ſo diſturbs the animal Oeconomy, and 
hurries the Circulation, that the Patient's Caſe ſoon becomes critical; and if the 
Commotion of the nervous Syſtem cannot be quieted, even Amputation will not 
avail. But in chronical Caſes, where Suppuration goes on ſlowly, the Patient's 
Life is not in ſuch immediate Danger, and may for the preſent be ſaved by the Loſs 
of the Limb, if the Operation be not too long deferred ; For we have little Chance 
of a Cure by a Diſcharge of the Matter, though attempted with the greateſt Caution 
and Skill, as the ſurrounding Parts ars ſo much diſeaſed, and the Cavity immedi- 
ately containing it may be conſidered as one entire Ulcer, 
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Ons general Attendant on Wounds penetreting. the Joints 
is an exceflive and conſtant Diſcharge from the Synovial 
Glands : If the Opening admits the external Air, the Flux 
becomes ſo great as ſpeedily to prove deſtructive to the Pa- 
tient: For as the Secretions in general are confiderably en- 
creaſed by every Irritation, the Acceſs of the Air will prove 
a conſtant Stimulus, as well by changing the bland Diſpoſi- 
tion of the Synovia into an acrimonious Ichor, as by its own 
Irritation as an extraneous Body. Out of many I nſtances 
of this Kind I will here mention two recent ones. | 


4. B. between fifty och ſixty Years inf 1 by's Fall on 
his Shoulder diſlocated the. internal Extremity of the- Cla- 
vicle from its Articulation with the Sternum. Attempts were 
made to reduce and retain it in its proper Place, but to. no 
Purpoſe: A large Tumour was formed in the Joint, which 
burſting, diſcharged a conſiderable Quantity of glairy Li- 
quor. This was followed by a. great Diſcharge of Synovia, 
which no Injections could ſuppreſs. His Strength viſibly 


_ diminiſhed, and a general Atrophy put an End to his Life in 


about three Months. 

Ax old Man, ſubje& to Epilectic Fits, fell with his Knees 
on the uppermoſt Bar of an Iron. Grate, in which there was 
Fire: In this Situation he remained inſenſible, and without 
Help, till an Eſchar was made through the Skin, Ligament 
of the Patella, and circular Ligament of each Joint. The 
Sloughs ſeparated and digeſted out in about a Fortnight, when 
a large and conſtant Diſcharge of Synovia followed ; to ſu p- 
preſs which every Endeavour proved ineffectual. The Pa- 


tient loſt his Appetite, had a conſtant Heat, quick and low 


. 
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Pulſe, and funk under it in 6 a Month from the Com- 
mencement of the Diſcharge. | 


- From the above Aſſertions and Proofs of the Fatality of 
Wounds of the Ligaments, I would be underſtood to except 
thoſe, where the Ligaments are ruptured and lacerated with- 
out an external Wound in the Integuments; a Circumſtance 
which modern Inquiries * have inveſtigated, and found to be 
a real Fact, particularly in moſt Diſlocations : Or, when 
through that Aperture, the Synovia is extravaſated, and dif- 
fuſed to ſome diſtant Part, where forming an Abſceſs, an 
Evacuation is made through the Skin, either by Nature or 
Art. In both theſe Caſes the external Air, fo prejudicial 
in Wounds of the Joints, is not admitted into their Cavities ; 
whence the firſt commonly admits of a Cure, and the laſt 
affords us ſome Inſtances of a like happy Termination; tho! 
it muſt be owned the Proceſs is generally very tedious and trou- 
bleſome. Of this I ſhall here ſubjoin a remarkable Proof. 


Ms. R. received a violent Strain on his Shoulder, which 
at firſt give him great Pain, but in two or three Days was 
ſo much abated, that he was able to follow his uſual Buſi- 
neſs, which was rather laborious. In about ten Days, the 
Pain returned, though of a different Kind, and much more 
diffuſed than at firſt; ſoon after which a Swelling ap- 
peared on the Scapula, another on his Breaſt, and a third be- 
low the Deltoid Muſcle on the fore Part of his Arm. As 
the Caſe ſeemed dangerous, a Conſultation was agreed upon 


* Vide Medical Inquires, Vol, II. 
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with an eminent Surgeon, when it was determined to open 
each by Inciſion: That on the Breaſt was found covered by 


the great and little Pectoral Muſcles ; that on the Scapula | 


by the Cucullaris; and that on the Arin lay beneath the Te- 
guments, on the Bellies of the Biceps and Brachialis inter- 
nus. Through theſe Openings a large Quantity of a mixed, 
purulent, and gelatinous Matter was diſcharged, and by in- 
troducing the Probe through the laſt Aperture, it found an 
eaſy Paſſage under the Vagina of the long Head of the Biceps, 
into the Cavity of the Joint, whoſe Cartilages ſeemed ſound 
and unaffected. The Wounds on the Back and Breaſt were 
healed in about ſix Weeks; but through that on the Arm, 


there was a large and conſtant Flux of Synovia, whereby the 


Patient was greatly reduced. By the Uſe of proper Internals 
however, and the exacteſt Applications of long Plaiſter Com- 
preſſes adapted to the Canal or Vagina, through which the 


Synovia flowed, the Wound was healed, with great Diffi- 


culty, in about three Months. After this a little ſtill eſcaped, 
and cauſed five or ſix leſſer Tumors on different Parts 
of the Arm, ſome. of which were opened, and others diſ- 
cuſſed. The Patient at laſt recovered his Health and Strength 


ſo as to enjoy the lower Motions of his Arm, but is deprived 
of the upper, from the Decay of the Deltoid Muſcle, which 


might be in a great Meaſure occaſioned by the long and con- 
ſtant Preſſure of the Compreſs and Bandage. 


SECTION 
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CASE 1.0 FL B. when about 11 Years. of Age, obſerved a 
win * Stiffneſs in his right Knee, which prevented his 


moving the Joint with its natural Freedom and Eaſe. For this 
he could aſſign no other Cauſe than being frequently wet by 


attending on the fiſhing Boats. 

Soo after he received a violent Blow on the affected 
Knee, which gave him conſiderable Pain, and occaſioned his 
limping for ſeveral Days. This however was ſoon relieved, 
and he recovered to the ſame State as before the Accident. 

HE now engaged himſelf to a Tradeſman, whoſe Buſineſs, 
obliging him to be much on Horſeback, his Knee began to 
enlarge conſiderably, and was frequently very painful. Still 
however he continued the Duties of his Service, though the 
Joint encreaſed in Size daily, till the Pain growing much 
more ſevere, he was diſabled from either riding 0 or ne 
as before. | | | 

In this State he applied to me, when, upon Examination, 
I found the Knee greatly enlarged, the Integuments much 
thickened, and a conſiderable Quantity of a Fluid under 
them. His Appetite began, to fail him, a Fever with pro- 
fuſe nocturnal Sweats came on, and his Conſtitution appeared 
much upon the Decline. | 

THINKING he might ſuffer from an. Abſorption of this 
Fluid, I made a ſmall Inciſion into the Joint. The Diſ- 
charge was of a very thin Conſiſtence, and of a light-brown 
Colour. As by this Means we aſcertained the State of the 
Articulation, and found that the Heads of the Bones: were 

| denuded 
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denuded of their Cartilages, I endeavoured, by confining him 
to his Bed, and keeping the Limb quiet, to promote an 
Anchyloſis, which from his Youth I had ſome Hopes might 
be effected. But this Intention was "ſoon, defeated. by a daily 
Alteration for the worſe; and Amputation appeared the only 
Reſource, whereby his Life might be ſaved. To this he 
readily confented, and . it recovered a goo State of 
Health. | 
 Uron” examining the Limb, the Fecphrabiia paces 
| 4 thickened, and the Adipoſe Membrane contained here 
and there ſeveral Cells of Fat, of a yellow. Colour, and ra- 
ther firmer Conſiſtence than natural. The Ligaments were 
very much enlarged, their Texture broken, and become ſo 
ſoft that the ſlighteſt Preſſure would break through them. 
'Uryon cleaning the Bones I found the ligamentous Stra- 
tum, which divides the Epiphyfis from the Body of the Fe- 
mur, externally very ſoft, and much diſeaſed ; but, upon 
fawing through the Femur longitudinally, it appeared in the 
Middle perfectly ſound, and as compact as uſual. The cor- 
tical Plate of the Femur eaſily to be ſcaled off from the 
Cancelli, which ſtill continued in a very ſound uncorrupted 
State. The Cartilages at the Extremities of the Femur and 
Tibia entirely deſtroyed, ſo that the bony Fibres or Can- 
celli were quite bare and uncovered ; 3 as repreſented in 
Plates II. and III. 
1 have ſelected this and the following Cale out- of many 
others to ſhew the different Manner in which the Bone may 
be found affected, as in ra IT. III. IV. V. 5 
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FIG. r. PO We Leg Thigh, 5 aug Join, | 
as they appear in general under this Complaint. In fome in- 


deed the Leg and Thigh are much more waſted, in others, 
from being very oedematous, much more tumefled. But the 


Form of the enlarged Joint, and the Cavity of the Ham filled 
up, almoſt always as here expreſfed. The Contraction of 
the Heel from the Ground will be in Proportion to the 


Poſture the Patient has kept his Leg in. 
Fi. 2. repreſents a longitudinal Section of the Femur, to 


ſhew the Manner in which the Iigamentous Stratum divides 


the Epiphyſis from the Body of the Bone as marked at A, 
and which is an internal View of the Bone expreſſed | in 


Plate on. 5 1 


PLATE III. 


Tux Femur deſcribed in Caſe I: Where the Diſeaſe of 


the ligamentous Stratum externally *, the Projection of the 


bony Fibres, and the Scaling of the Plate of the Fe- 
mur, are ſo particularly expreſſed that it were a En to 51 : 


the Plate by References. N 


„see the een of this on ſome Occaſions, Page 82, Line 25. 


CASES 


eee eee eee ee. 


112 PART HO vol CAL; INQUIRIES. 


CASE 2. M. B. about 30 Years of Age, of a robuſt Habit of 
Body, and in other Reſpects enjoying a good State of Health, 
had for ſome Time been ſubject, upon every ſlight Cold, to 
an Opthalmy, which was not only very troubleſome, but even 
threatened ſome Prejudice to her Sight. As her Situation of 
Life obliged her to perform the menial Offices of a Servant, 
ſhe was very anxious to get rid of ſuch a Complaint, and 

therefore procured herſelf a Remedy (as the common People 
generally expreſs it) to backer, the Humour. This anſwered 
her Deſire, and her Eye appeared to be remarkably relieved. 
But a few. N ights afterwards ſhe was attacked with a ſevere 
excruciating. Pain in her right Knee, which at the ſame Time 
became conſiderably tumeſied. By proper Remedies ſhe re- 
covered the Uſe of her Leg, but could by no Means bend 
it ſo freely as to kneel without Pain. | 

Ix this Condition ſhe continued three or four Years. * 
che Expiration of which Time, the Motion of the Knee was 
ſo confined that the walked with Difficulty and Pain. She 
again applied for Relief to ſeveral of the Faculty, but MF 
very little, if any. For four Years more ſhe continued in 
Service, though her Complaints ſeemed to encreaſe daily. 
The Knee was conſiderably enlarged, and a ſmall Ulcer ap- 
peared i in the Ham of the affected Joint, which diſcharged 
but little, and though of a thin Conſiſtence, was not at all 
offenſive in Smell. The Joint was ſo much incurvated, that 
me could by no Means bring her Heel to the Ground, though 
from ſuch a Poſition, a Cavity might have been expected in 
the Ham; yet here it was upon a Level with her Thigh, and 
appeared to be filled up by the ſame Kind of Tumefaction as 
that which every where inveſted the Joint: As repreſented 
Fig. 1, Plate II. IN 
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IN. this State ſhe fell under my Care, when, as the Joint 1 
was ſo confined by the Swelling, that 1 could not aſcertain the | 

exact State of the Extremities of the Femur and Tibia within | ö 
the Articulation, I applied a Cauſtic between the Patella and 
Tuberoſity of the Tibia, the Diſcharge from which, after ſome | 
little Time reducing the Swelling round the Joint, gave me | 
an Opportunity of perceiving that the Extremities of the | 

Bones were diveſted of their Cartilage, and becoming carious. 

I now urged the Neceſſity of Amputation, which ſhe would { 
by no Means ſubmit to, but begged we would try to procure | : 
her Relief by ſome other Means. Our Endeavours, as might i 
be reaſonably ſuppoſed, were ineffectual. Her Leg by this : | 
Delay became highly oedematous, and the Matter, inſtead — . . 8 
of being diſcharged at the Ulcer in the Ham, or the Place = 
where the Cauſtic was applied, ſeemed to have found its Way, "mw 
as is uſual in ſuch inveterate Caſes, between the Gaſtrocne- 
mii Muſcles. Her Pains now became quite violent in the | 
Day, and in the Night almoſt inſupportable. She grew ; | | | 
Hectic, and her Life appeared in imminent Danger ; ; ſo that a 
ſhe at laſt deſired Amputation; which was accordingly 1 bl 

performed, and from which ſhe recovered about the uſual | | ö if 


Time. 


.2, 


Uyon examining the Limb, the Integuments, Cellular x 
Membrane, and Ligaments were ſo confuſed and blended to- 
gether, that it was impoſſible to fix upon the exact Limits, 

| where they might have been ſeparated in a natural ſound State, 
and afforded the exact e h uſual in ſuch old and con- 
firmed Caſes. 
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: Wr+Ht no ſmall Pains J cleared the Femur and Tibia, 
which afford the beſt Proof of the Effects produced by Time 
in this . 8080 as in Plates 23 . Dai 


PLATE IV. 
Nie Fenus mme. the moſt conmodious View, 


A. The — of che internal Condyle, Which in a na- 
tural State is covered wy the 1 e, found and och 
on its Surface. 

B. The Edge of the extreme Surface of chis Condyle, here 

- the Ligament is inſerted, much diſeaſed and ſurrounded 
by feverat' unequal Eminences formed by an Effuſion | 
of a bony Matter from this Part. | 

C. The only Remains of the ſmooth Surface, at the Extre- 
mity of the external Condyle, appearing as two little 
Iflands. The cancellated Subſtance expoſed in every other 
Part, and corroded here and there in a greater or leſs He- 
. gree, as expreſſed 8 — Shades. 
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l in 4 r * . 
"I hae fo rev. | 


A. The Surfuce' of the ChE eee decent ths inter- 
nal Condyle, found and ſmooth, but n every 

where, as at 

B. by the fame Kid ef bony A een as at B Plate IV. 
only here in a much more conſiderable Quantity, _ 
covering the Bone for fome Length downwards. | 


C. The Remains of the ſmooth Surface of the an Ca- 


vity, around which the cancellated Subſtanoe is deſtroyed 
for ſome conſiderable Depth, and ſeems more particularly 

on this Side, to have been diſcharged through the Hole, 
D. and afterwards encruſted upon the upper Part of the 


Tibia, as ar e e an e e Fibula, as | 


repreſented at E. 


From condeldring the nnn made from Diſſectione 
in general, we muſt readily perceive the Impropriety of thoſe 
Opinions, which confound. this Complaint with the Spina 
Ventoſa ; but to illuſtrate it ſtill further, J ſhall Here me 
join a few Reflexions.. | 
Tux Spina Ventoſa appears, by the Teſtimony'of all Au- 
thors, to have been firſt mentioned by the Arabians.— 
Friend tells us, Primus Rhazes deſeripfit Spinam Ventoſam, 
1 cujus natura ut ab eo explicatur, in eroſione atque cor- 

15 „ ruptione 


. — my 2 9 
. 1 — W — 2404 *. — — ent e—e em 8 


ie — 
ö — —— — cnmey,; 
— 8 


116 PATHOLOGICAL: INQUIRIES. 


« ruptione oſſis una cum dolore pungenti ac tumore, con- 
« fiſtit.” To this that learned Phyſician and Hiſtorian adds, 
% Quz quidem deſcriptio haud incongrua eſt : Morbus enim 
0 ab initio intra os, atque in ejus medulla, ortum habit; at- 
« que ita ſenſim affectas disjungit exteriores lamellas, ut ab 
eo tumor naſcatur ; qui cum perioſtium eme n 
que, dolorem movet. ä 
In Avicenna we find, Ventoſitatis foie: cauſe ſunt hu- 
« mores acuti penetrantes in os, et corrodentes ipſum, et in- 
« ceſſus ventoſitatis ſpinæ, eſt inceſſus doloris juncturarum. 
« Veruntamen materia in dolore juncturarum eſt in carne, et 
*in ventoſitate ſpinæ eſt in oſſe, et _ 2 ee 
oſſis partem unam poſt aliam.“ EY nnen 
WII very little material Addition or Alteration was this 
13 handed down by different Authors, till Pandolphi- 
nus publiſhed a ſmall Tract on this Diſeaſe, which being af- 
terwards reprinted by Merck, with ſome valuable Annota- 
tions, continues to this Day the beſt Author on the Subject. 
« MALuM noſtrum, ſays he, © in offis potius corruptione, 
% quam in exulceratione carnis conſiſtere, hæ fere evincunt 
« rationes: Imo, Quia oſſa, et quidem interius primo ac 
* Primario corrumpuntur, offiſque corruptio ſemper præcedit 
44 corruptionem carnis; atque hine fi oſſis et carnis vitium 
« ſimul apparet, illud ſemper hoc prius extitit. ado, Quia 
oſſis quam carnis longe major ibi eſt moles, ubi vitium 
conſpicitur, atque adeo os quam caro. corruptione huie ma- 
4 gis eſt obnoxium. 3tio, ' Quia loco etiam alias ex carni, ta- 
« men tumor non adeo exilis attollitur, ut ita os intumuiſſe 
* ct 50 Wh læſum eſte, in N ſit. ys Quia curatio 
« ö 6 . T 4 ad 
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ad os præcipue dirigi debet, et nifi perſanato oſſe : curatio 
nulla teſt ..“. ge in 6 A2 10 

From this, as the full and general Senſe of all his Pre- 
deceſſors, we muſt conclude, that the Spina Ventoſa, in their 
Opinion, originally began within the Bone, and that, when-- 
ever the fleſhy Parts above it were affected, it was the Con- 
ſequence of the very putrid and rotten State of the Bone. 
Modern Obſervations in general +, and thoſe few Caſes in 
particular which have: fallen under my own Inſpection, per- 
fectly agree with this Deſcription, and the Appearances may 
be ſatisfactorily accounted for, upon the known Principles 
of, and Changes in, Bones when diſeaſed. _. 

I is obvious therefore in what Reſpe&, and how widely, 
the White Swelling and Spina Ventoſa differ T. In the one, 
though the Bone affected is conſiderably enlarged, and other- 
wiſe diſeaſed,” the Integuments move freely over it, and are 
not in the leaſt diſcoloured, till the Complaint, originally 
begun within the Lamina, has injured the external Plate, and 
the acrimonious Matter is ſeeking its Way outwards. The 


* Annotat. Mercklini in Pandolphini, caput i. Lo 1 

+ Mr. Amyand's Paper in the Philoſoph: Tranſa&. on the Spina Ventoſa, deſerves 
particular Notice. ! DIR 

t The general Manner in which theſe Complaints have been con founded toge- 
ther may be inftanced in the following Deſcription of Doctor Schlinchting in the Phi- 
loſophical Tranſactions: © I have obſerved the Spina Ventoſa to be very like the 
% Venereal Diſeaſe, and to corrupt the Humours and Veſſels of the Body. It does 
« not always firſt affect the Pones or Marrow ; but ſometimes the fat Membranes, 
« and at laſt the Bones themſelves. The Perioſtea, and other ambient Parts, ſome- 
« times only appear tumefied, and upon their being cut away, the Bone does not 
« ſeem infected. In ſome the Bone ſwells firſt in the Epiphyſis, and ſometimes 
«© one or more of the Bones of the Fingers fwell all over. When I have found a 
« Bone carious, I have alſo perceived Ulcers, Fiſtulas, Knots in the Buttocks and 
„ under the Armpits, and the Eyes, and other Parts, either inflamed or exulcerated. 
«« Theſe Symptoms yield only to Mercury, which is the peculiar Remedy for this 
« and the Venereal Diſeaſe.““ | 
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Integuments chen inflame, are very much diſeaſed, and at 
laſt break out into an unconquerable Ulcer. In the other, 
the Parts above the Joint are always firſt affected, and are 
very often highly diſeaſed when the Bones themſelves are 


quite ſound. It has indeed bern commonly advanced, that 
the Bones in the White-Swelling are almoſt always enlarged. 


This I never obſerved, unleſs in young Subjects, where it 
might have been complicated with the Rickets, though 1 


have examined a great Number of them when injured by this 
Complaint, I am- inclined to think, that this Notion either 
aroſe from the deceitful Feel through the diſcaſed Integu- 
ments, Sc. or its being confounded with the Spina Ventoſa. 
From the Progreſs which the Complaint may be obſerved to 


make in the Deſtruction of the Parts above the Joint, and the 


different Degrees in which the Joint itſelf has been found 
diſeaſed, we have little Reaſon to expect ſuch an Appear- 
ance, more efpecially as the Ligaments are very frequently 
deſtrayed when the Bone is either not at all ' injured, or in 
the moſt trifling Manner. We can ſcarcely expect the Bone 
to be enlarged, when it is diſeaſed merely by the Lodgement 


of Matter, or its Propinquity to Parts in a very vitiated 
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A P P E ND IX. 
hn 
ap HyDpRoPETHALMTA. 


A. about thirty Years of Age, had a large Tumor 
filling up the Cavity of the Orbit of the Eye, which 
projecting forwards to the Size of a Gooſe's Egg 
was externally covered by a Dilatation of the Eyelids. He could 
give no other Account of it, than that it had been ſome Time 
arriving to that Size, and that it proceeded, as he imagined, 
from a violent Blow he had ſome Years before received upon 
his Eye. Upon Examination it felt very hard and firm, did 
not give way in the leaſt to Preſſure, but reſiſted the Touch 
like a Schirrus. As he complained much of the conſtant 
Pain it gave him, and was very deſirous of any Means for its 
Relief, Extirpation was determined upon. Previous to the 
Operation, the Surgeon, who was under ſome Doubts as to 
the real Nature of the Caſe, plunged his Lancet into the Tu- 
mor, from whence there iſſued through the Inciſion a Fluid to 
the Amount of five Ounces. The Swelling then entirely 
ſubſided, and the Eyelids ſunk within the Orbit, whoſe ſu- 
perciliary Edge was much enlarged. 
THrx Wound was then dreſſed up, and for two or three 
Days diſcharged kindly, till the Appearance of ſome naſty 
R black 
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black Sloughs, ſmelling particularly offenſive, alarmed us, 
though they were at firſt thought to be the ſloughing out of 
the Cyſt. Theſe Appearances encreaſed at every Dreſſing. In 
the Morning of the fifth Day he grew inſenfible, and that 
Night expired. 

Uron inquiring into the Nature of this Complaint, we 


found the ſuperior Part of the Orbit very carious, with a 


large Opening through it, _— VINE the a at that 
Fart ſuperficially: eee 5 


Tux original Complaint in this Caſe: e EIN an 
Hydrophehalmia, which, by not being reduced in proper 
Time, had by its Preſſure deſtoyed the Bone in that Part. 
In another Caſe of the ſame Kind, which happened under 
the Inſpection of a Friend of mine, and in which the Wa- 
ter was let qut, though not till the Complaint was of ſome 
conſiderable Standing, the Orbit was likewiſe | injured, the- 
the Cariĩes did not extend itſelf quite through the Bone. We 
may hence draw a very neceſſary Caution, never to ſuffer 
he Water to collect in too great a Quantity in this Species 


af Droply, left it deſtroy che Bone, which muſt be erer 
— * the 3 bene "09 | 
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88. berrten ConcaerIONs in the REY 
80 1 i 
M. Match forey Vine of Ape, of a robuſt. Habit, co 
by Occupation an Huſbandman, had for ten Years: paſt 
been ſubject to a very troubleſome Cough, attended for moſt 
part of that Time with a violent Pain and diſagrecabie Noiſe 
in the Head. At the Beginning of the Year 1962, when 
very cold, and employed in Huſbandry Bufineſs, he was 
leized with a very conſiderable Palpitation at his Heart, and 
a violent Pain in his Back and left Shoulder. From this 


Time his Cough encreaſed with ſuch Violence that he iome- 


times loſt from his Noſe a Quart of Blood in twenty- four 


_ Hours. His Breathing: became very difficult, but was com- 


monly relieved by a Mixture of Oil and Honey. At firſt 
theſe Complaints were mitigated by Veneſection, but at laſt 
were not in the leaſt affected by it. He was for the moſt 
part coftive, troubled with a lurking Fever, and made Wa- 
ter but by a ſpoonful at a Time, and that very thick. 


Wren I firſt ſaw him his Eyes appeared fluſhed, and 


Countenance very livid, his Breathing was Mort and laboripus; 
his Legs anaſarcous, and Water in the Abdomen his Appe- 
tite bad, and conſtant” Pain in his Stomach ;: he was very 
thirſty; and his Spittle frequently tinctured with Blood. A 
remarkable ſtrong Pulſation might be perceived in the Scro- 
þiculus Cordis, very troubleſome” to him, and towards the 
latter Part of his Life, the Pain in his Head became ſo vio- 
lent as . to prevent his lying down, whilſt the 
R . Noiſe 
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Noiſe there ſeemed to him much like the Daſhing of a Caſ- 
cade or Mill, and affected his Hearing very conſiderably. 
The Pulſation of the Arteries was by no Means irregular or 
intermitting, though rather quick, and once, upon taking 
away about twelve Ouness of Blood from the Arm, T — 
eee eee diſtincde. 
Tnouonh many Attempts were made by Medicine for his 
Relief, they effected but little, nor did he reap any parti- 
cular Benefit but from keeping his Body in a very lax State. 
Fix DING himſelf one Morning worſe than uſual, he kept 


his Bed, and was ſuppoſed. by thoſe about him in a dying 


State. Even now, though inſenſible and gaſping for Breath, 
his Pulſe continued rather ſtrong, though quick, but by no 
Means irregular. In this . he continued * the 
next Night, when he died. $7 . rt 

cUron expoſing the Cavity of: the Thorax, 1 1 as the 
Veſſels ſpent on the Sternum very much enlarged, and tur- 
gid with Blood, as indeed they were upon the whole Parietes 
of the Thorax. The Pericardium with its contained Water 
was as natural. The Heart appeared very large, and the 
Coronary Veſſels very full of a thick black Blood. The right 
Auricle was very much dilated, and upon being laid open full 
of grumous Blood. In the right and left Ventricles were 
two Polypoſe Concretions of a firm Subſtance, and yellow 


Colour not unlike a condenſed; Adipoſe Membrane, ariſin g 


from the Interſtices of the Columnæ Carneæ of the Ventri- 
cles, from whence they had extended themſelves into the 
Beginning of the Pulmonary Artery and Aorta: In the 


left Ventricle, particularly, the Concretion appeared much 
| more compact and e. and formed a kind of middle 


Septum 
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Septum to its Cavity. The Lungs were exceſſively di- 


ſtended thoaghns * was; not * eee of Pu- | 


trefaction. 


THE ound was very a diſplaced ; * the Arch 
of the Colon dropt down in the Middle of the abdominal 


Cavity. The Spleen was very much enlarged, and ſtudded as 
it were on its Surface with ſome very hard cartilaginous Sub- 
dee The Blood Veſſels of the Inteſtines very confpi- 


” ** 7» 
S1 T4 4277.53 m2 
&4 22 
* ; ' 


Tuts Man's ee are n to be n for from 


the Obſtruction the Circulation met with in the Heart. 

| HE was remarkably paſſionate, and of a very malicious 
| Diſpoſition. | How far ſuch Paſſions affecting the Heart, 
might have been the original Cauſe of this Diſeaſe, future 


Obſervations — determine. 15 * 
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| 1 ADSEROND: „ the Lenos 2 the Prrvna. Yi 


Girl, about twen tive Years: of Fa applied. * thi 


Relief of a Cough attended with ſome feveriſh Com- 


— which had for ſome Time been very troubleſome to 


her. The Medicines preſcribed for her did not produce the 


leaſt ſalutary Effect, ſo that her Complaints daily grew 
worſe. Her Fever and Cough encreaſed, her Countenance 
was conſtantly fluſhed ; ſhe complained of great Pains in both 
her Sides, but particularly ſo in the left, with a conſtant 


eee of her Heart. Her Breathing was ſo ſhort and trou- 
8 bleſome 


8 2 ' 


bleſome that, unlels in an erect Poſture, ſhe wal aloft. fats 
focated. At laſt the became partieutarly retleſe, wis tor- 
mented with a conſtant Thirſt, and in few "OO ogy 
by exceſſive Pains, expire. 

Uven' examining the Thorax, the rg were gs 
creted to the Pleura and Diaphragm, but particularly ſo on 
the left Side, where the Attachment was ſo ſtrong that it was 


with the greateſt Difficulty I could ſeparate them in ſome 
Parts; but in others I could not at all. The Pericardium 
was fo cloſely united to the Heart, and to the Lungs, that 
I could by 8 Mens divide them. * n eee e. 
Nenne. GPS worth 2 eee Nin | 


e We REN is * Option; chars third or - Girth 
part of Mankind ſuffer an Adheſion of the Lungs to the 
Pleura in a greater or leſs Degree, and every one mueh con- 


verſant with anatomical Diſſections muſt have found them in 


Patients, who, when alive, never laboured under any pulmo- 
nic Diſeaſe. But it muſt have been obſerved too, that ſuch 


Adheſions are of two Kinds; the one vchere the Lungs are 
joined to the circumambient Parts by a firm, viſcid, and co- 


riaceuus Bubſtance of ſome conſiderable Thickneſs, and bear- 
ing the. ſtrongeſt Reſemblance to inſpiſſated Mucus ; the other, 
n are abſolutely united and concreted together. 

Tux former, which is by much the moſt: commonly met 
with, agglutinates the Lungs to the Pleura for a greater or 
lefs:Extent, or ſometimes only at different Points. This: Con- 


neon is ſeldom, if ever, productive of any bad Conſe- 


nuendes to the Patient, fince if the Thorax: is examined be- 
fore the Body is advancing towards a State of Putrefaction 


and 
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and the Patient did not die of any other pulmonic Diſeaſe, 
the Lungs are generally; found at ſome Diſtance from the 
Pleura, and this connecting Subſtance quitting it, as it were, 
to admit of their Collapſion. In ſome we may obſerve the 
Lungs conjoined to the Pleura by a Kind of membranous or 
ligamentous Subſtance, which will not give way in the leaſt 
to the Collapſton of the Air Veſſels, but draws up the Surface 
of the Lans? at the. Places of Oonnexion. This I imagine 
is... in Conſiſtence only, rendered, different from the former 
= Length of Time, and that they are beth formed from an 
execſive Excretion and inſpiſſated State of that -ynctuous 
Maiſtare, which is eng 'Þ en * eilige ah . 
Motion of the Lungs. "ty 
Tux latter pes is, 1 3 feldom met with of 
any Extent without ſome Injury to Reſpiration which 
will be greater, if the Adheſion is any-ways confidera- 
ble between the Lungs and Pericardium, or Diaphragm ; 
as in the one, the Motion of the Heart muſt be much 
confined, and the circulating Power conſequently dimi- 
nithed, in the other, the due Expanſion of the Lungs, 
and proper Action of the Diaphragm, muſt be prevented, 
conſequently the. neceſſary Freedom of Reſpiration injured. 
The Symptoms: of the above deſcribed Caſe plainly indicate 
ſuch a morbid State of the Contents of the Thorax, and abe 
for very obvious Reaſons in Phyſiology. 

A fimilar Kind of Accretion is frequently to be ablerved; 
affecting the Inteſtines, when the free Circulation of the 
Blood is impeded through the deſcending Arteries in the Ab- 
domen, and is undoubtedly produced in bath: Caſes by a Pe- 
| Gciency of that lubricating Maiſture neceſſary fer ſuch Parts 
to move properly over each other. CASE 
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CASE Tv. e 


7 5 . * 
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o. ke Anacebors. , zel to ticabe ©: 

E. in the Year N ben ere aides of — 

*' ceived a violent Blow on the Spine, about the firſt of 
the Lumbar Vertebræ, where he ever - afterwards felt at 
Times more or lefs of a dull Pain, with 'a'Kind of colicky 
Complaint in his Bowels. . In 1761, he firſt remarked the 
Spine to be fuller than natural i in that Part ; but- this did not 
prevent his officiating as a Fifer to the Corps of Militia 
he belonged to till March 1764, when he applied in a very 
hectie State to our Hoſpital for a large Swelling he had lately 
perceived in the upper Part of his right Thigh, which, upon 
being opened; diſcharged about two Pounds of a thin ſanious 
Matter. Almoſt immediately after he was put to Bed he 
grew uneaſy in his Bowels, and for beſt Part of the ſucceed- 
ing Night had an irreſiſtable and conſtant Diſcharge of Wind 
per Anum. For about three or four Months the Wound diſ- 
charged largely, and his Appetite failing him, he was deſirous of 
leaving the Houſe to try the Effect of the Air abroad. From 
this Time he grew worſe, till quite reduced to a meer Skele- 
ton, he died about the waa Month aan Opening « of the 
Abſceſs. 
| Urowinbetirg: * ee I Fe all the Viſcera, i in 
in a very ſound State. Having removed the Inteſtines, and 
cut through the Pſoas magnus, I diſcovered a Sinus, whoſe 
Extremity terminated at the Wound in the "Thigh, and which 
| A one firſt and nen Do Lumbar Vertebre, 
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from whence without doubt aroſe the Matter collected in the 
Abſceſs. The Bodies of theſe Vertebræ were ſlightly carious, 
and as well as their Proceſſes very ſoft and porous. 


Tuts Caſe is by no Means uncommon, but is more 
frequently met with among the laborious Part of Mankind, 


or ſuch as have ſuffered any accidental Violence on that Part 


of the Spine, or the Muſcles connected thereto. From this 
latter Cauſe we meet with the moſt frequent Examples. 
Upon endeavouring to raiſe too great a Weight, we may 
have ſometimes obſerved a Perſon to complain of a very 
troubleſome painful Cramp, or, as it is uſually expreſſed, Crick 
in the Back. This proceeds from too great an Exertion of 
muſcular Force, in conſequence of which the Muſcles loſe 
their Tone and Power for a little Time, or are otherwiſe in- 
jured. From the Connections of the Pſoas Magnus to fo 
many of the Vertebræ, the Injury is generally found under 
this Muſcle, and the Patient complains that the Seat of his 


Pain is at the Inſide of the Spine. An Inability to Motion 


immediately ſucceeds the Accident, and in general an At- 
tempt to move the Leg and Thigh of the affected Side is 


attended with a moſt ſevere Pain. He can by no Means 


ſtand erect, and ſometimes finds a great Uneaſineſs in his 
Belly. If the Effort to raiſe the Weight has been very 
great, and the Body at the ſame Time twiſted, a Diſtortion 
of the Spine has been the Conſequence, as happened in the 
following Inſtance. . 


"CASE 


8 
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CASE v. 


S. an 8 about twenty-three Town of Age, 
of a tender and delicate Conſtitution, by attempting to 
lift up a Plow on his Shoulders diſtorted one of the Vertebræ 
Lumborum, which was immediately ſucceeded by a Pain, 
though in a flight Degree, in the Part affected, an Inability 
to ſtand upright, and a Numbneſs in both Thighs and Legs, 
which occaſioned him to walk paralytic. Theſe Symptoms 
however gradually diminiſhed, and in a few Days were ſo far 
gone that he could walk about, though rather feebly, with- 


out Sticks, which he was before obliged to have recourſe to. 


He now began to complain of a Pain at the injured Part of 
the Spine, which extended itſelf downwards to the Bottom 
of his Belly. This Complaint daily increaſed. 'till about the 
End of the third Month, when he was alarmed at the Ap- 
pearance of a Tumour in his left Groin. An eminent Sur- 
geon then conſulted, ſuſpecting the Danger of the Caſe, ad- 
viſed nothing to be done. In about three Months more the 
Tumour conſiderably enlarged, but without the leaſt Diſ- 


colouration of the Skin, was evidently full of Matter, wy 


at laſt burſting of itſelf diſcharged a great Quantity, 

was then thought proper to enlarge the Opening. For two 

Months the Wound diſcharged a thick fœtid Pus, and his 

Appetite continued ſo good that he could reliſh, and even 

digeſt, any Suſtenance whatever. 5 5 
ABovuT this Time another Tumour began to appear in the 

other Thigh, near, or rather upon, the great Trochanter, 


Which daily encreaſed very conſiderably, and was ſo painful 


to 
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to him both Day and Night that he became emaciated to the 
higheſt Degree. Nothing would ſatisfy him now, as he 
flattered himſelf with the Hopes of Relief therefrom, but 


the Opening of this laſt: Abſceſs, out of which there iſſued 


by Preſſure a Waſh- hand Baſon full of a thick, fœtid, glairy 
Diſcharge. From this Time: his little remaining Strength 
gradually declined, and though his Appetite ſtill continued 


good, he in a little Time ſunk under the Profuſeneſs of the 


two Diſcharges. . . Ot 
I: got Leave to open the Abdomen. The Viſcera in ge- 
neral appeared very ſound ; nor was there the leaſt Appear- 
ance of Matter in the Abdomen, though the chief Pain by 
his own Deſcription lay entirely in his Inteſtines, which 
however, it may not be improper to obſerye, always per- 
formed their Office with a due and natural Regularity. Upon 
removing the Inteſtines for a View of the Vertebræ, I per- 


ceived a Diſcolouration in the Peritonæal Coat that covers 


the Pſoas Magnus. Upon juſt touching it with a Knife, a 
Quantity of Matter ran into the Abdomen, and upon examining 
it more minutely, I found that Muſcle almoſt entirely con- 
ſumed, and that the Matter formed in this Part had from 
thence forced its Way downwards, on each Side, in the Di- 
rection of that Muſcle, till it vented itſelf at both Places be- 


fore mentioned. The Bodies of the two Vertebræ, the laſt 


of the Back and firſt of the Loins were quite carious, ſo that 
I could almoſt crumble them to Pieces. The Condition of 
the Proceſſes ſome Circumſtances prevented me from ex- 


amining. 
From the general Termination of ſuch Caſes, we cannot 


be too careful in examining every Circumſtance, or too atten- 
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tive to every Symptom which offers after, and may'be with : | 
| reaſon ſuppoſed to ariſe from ſuch Accidents, 


CASE VI. 


STONE #n the Bravpzr with CALCULOUS CoNCRETIONS 
in the KIDNEx. | 


5 3 bw I was called to a Lad about fourteen 
Years of Age, who had a large Stone in his Urethra, 


which being too big to paſs was ſtopped about an Inch be- 
low the Glans Penis, where, being ſharp and angular, it had 
at its Extremities perforated the Urethra, ſo that the Water 
guſhed, when he attempted to empty his Bladder, with a 
conſiderable Force on both Sides. 

I cut down upon, and extracted, the OTE in the aſia way. 
Some Water came through the Inciſion for a Day or two; 
but in a Fortnight the Wound was s entirely healed, and he 
urined as freely as ever. 

Six Months afterwards he was attacked with a moſt violent 
Pain in his Head, which in a few Days put an End to his 


As in the former Part of his Life he had at ſeveral Times 
voided ſmall Stones, I prevailed 1 828 his Friends to 185 me 
examine the Body. 

Tx Viſcera in general appeared very ſound. Upon open- 
ing the Bladder there were two Calculi of a very ſingular 


Shape, and white Colour, not unlike Chalk Stones, the one 


rather more than an Inch long, and quite triangular, the other 
an oblong Square, and of ſuch a Length that cut thro' the Mid- 
| | * To dle 
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dle it would exactly have formed two Dies. Upon removing 
the Inteſtines the Kidnies appeared externally in a very na- 
tural State, but in the Infundibula there was a great Quan- 
tity of a thick milky Liquor, which, upon being rubbed be- 


tween the Finger and Thumb, felt gritty, as if full of fine 


Sand. Upon dividing the Subſtance of the Kidney through 
the Middle, it cut very rough, and upon Examination was 
full of calcarious Particles, though not ſo coarſe as thoſe 
ware offered in the Infundibula. 

I laid open the Urethra to ſee what Appen the Inci- 
ſion had left on its internal Surface, but there was not the 
leaſt Veſtige of a Cicatrix where the Wound had been made, 


and the Urethra e there, as in every other Part, per- 


fectly nen 


| Upon examining the Kidnies of Patients, who have been. 

afflicted with the Stone in the Bladder, I have met with at 
different Times more or leſs of a ſmall red Sand in the Pelvis 
and Infundibula ; but it is very rare that we. meet with the 
calcarious Particles diſſeminated in ſuch large Quantity thro.” 
the Subſtance of the Kidnies. 


CHILDREN, who are afflicted with the Stone, ſeldom 


overcome their natural Diſpoſition to generate them, ſo that 


Lithotomy is but a temporary Cure, and they are generally : 


deſtroyed in the early Part of their Life. It has been ob- 
ſerved too, that the Calculi of Children are more firm, and 
not ſo eaſily diſſoluble, when out of the Body, in any lithon- 
triptic Menſtruum. 


Have not we therefore ſome Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the 


calculous Concretions in Children ariſe in Part from a parti- 
cular 
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cular Diſpoſition in the Vaſcular Syſtem. of the Kidney to re- 


tard thoſe earthy Particles, which are . n nn 


the Baſis of the Stone? 
C: A 8 E vu. 


of Sonny Drsunre during PREGNANCY. 


| A 8 who had for GC ones ſuffered more or leſs 


at Times from a dull heavy Pain at the Bottom of the 
Abdomen, and had obſerved her Menſes, though they re- 
turned at their regular Periods, to be diſcharged in a very 
conſiderable Quantity, married about the Age of thirty-five, 


and within twelve Months after found herſelf pregnant. When 


ſhe was advanced to the third Month of her Pregnancy, ſhe 
found fo great a Difficulty in making Water, that ſhe could 
diſcharge but little at a Time, and that not without much 
Pain. This Complaint ſeemed to encreaſe daily; yet, as it 
was ſuppoſed by her Friends to be an attending Symptom of 
her Pregnancy, was little regarded. 

ABouT the fourteenth Week her Pains encreaſed, at Times 
were very excruciating, and her Water came away invo- 
luntarily. She grew feveriſh, and the Abdomen from the 
the Navel to the Pubes was very fore and painful to the 
Touch. Upon introducing a Finger up the Vagina, the Os 
Tincæ was found in its natural Condition, but the poſterior 
Part of the Uterus very much indurated. Her Complaints 
now became ſo conſtantly ſevere, that, worn out by Exceſs 
of Pain, the died about the End of the fourth Month. 


UPoN 
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Uro opening the Abdomen, the urinary Bladder was ex- 
tended upwards beyond the Navel, and upon its Outſide was 
much diſcoloured. Upon laying open its Cavity, it con- 
tained more than a Quart of a very putrid feculent Urine. 
Its internal Coat appeared ſphacelated. Upon cutting away 
the Bladder I found the Uterus ſchirrous in ſeveral Places, 
particularly at its Fundus, and at the poſterior Part . the 
_— which was felt up the Vagina. 

Tux diſeaſed State of the Uterus no doubt was the origi- 
nal Cauſe of all this poor Woman's Complaints, and the 
Schirroſities preyenting its due Extenſion upwards, it was ſo 
enlarged in the Pelvis as to occaſion a ſtrong Preſſure upon the 
Neck of the Bladder, and thereby . its natural Action. 


A Supprediica of Urine frequently attontls Pregnancy, more 
eſpecially about the third Month; but if due Care be taken 
to draw off the Water till the Uterus has aſcended above 
the Pelvis, theſe troubleſome Symptoms in general entirely 
diſappear. If proper Regard is not paid to this Circumſtance, 
the worſt of Conſequences may enſue, as is further exempli- 
fied in the following Inſtance. 
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CASE VIII. 


2 D. ey e Vears of Ape) when abode fone Months 

gone with Child, was attacked with a total Suppreſ- 
ſion of Urine. For ſome Time before ſhe could not make 
Water freely, but now in the greateſt Miſery, the. applied 
for Aſſiſtance, and her Water was drawn off by the Catheter 
to the Amount of five Pints. This afforded her conſidera- 
ble Eaſe, and for ſome Days, though with no ſmall Diffi- 
culty, ſhe voided nearly a natural Quantity of Urine. About 
the ſeventh or eighth Day, ſhe had a ſecond Attack, when 
the Catheter, upon being introduced, met with an uncommon 
Kind of Reſiſtance juſt within the Neck of the Bladder, 
and no more than half a' Pint came away. Even from this 
ſmall Quantity ſhe found Relief, and afterwards urined with 
greater Freedom, though not without conſiderable Pain, which 
reduced her Strength ſo much as to confine her conſtantly 
on the Bed. About the fourteenth or fifteenth Day. after the 
Water was firſt drawn off, her Strength failed her very faſt. 
She became very feveriſh, complained of great Soreneſs in 
her Belly, and was frequently delirious. She now altered 
conſiderably for the worſe, and her Urine and Fæces came 


away involuntarily. For two or three Days ſhe was quite 


inſenſible, and then died. 
THE Abdomen was opened by Mr. Crump, at DENY 
I attended. We found the Bladder extended up to the 
Navel, much inflamed throughout its whole Extent, and 
in ſome Parts very firmly adhering to the Peritoneum. Upon 
laying it open, it was found to contain about a Quart of a 
1 5 very 
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very fœtid, thick, and purulent Urine. At its Fundus it 
was completely ſphacelated, and throughout its whole Ex- 
tent beſmeared with a very thick and viſcid Mucus. The 
Reſiſtance, which the Catheter met with, was found to pro- 
ceed from a Duplicature of the Bladder occaſioned by the 
Preſſure of tlie Uterus, and which by that Means formed a 
double Cavity, ſo that it is probable the Urine which came 
away in the later Days, and which was very clear and of a 
natural Colour, came only from the lower Cavity, and was 
ſupplied by the Diviſion of the Bladder being formed above 
the Inſertion of the Ureters: For upon introducing the Ca- 
theter through the Meatus Urinarius, we could not for a 
conſiderable Time paſs it into the upper Part of the 3 
der, where the ee Urine as collected. | 


CASE Ix. 


4 Dior Aer Tesrioue. 


E. N. about thirty Years of Age, n of a ſeden- 
tary Life, and cloſe Application to Study, in February 

1762, perceived his right Teſticle enlarged to the Size of a 
Gooſe's Egg. He had about five Days before walked near 
forty Miles, but was not ſenſible of any ill Effects from the 
Journey. The Swelling gradually encreaſed, fo that about 
the fourth Month it meaſured twelve Inches round. The 
Integuments were rather indurated, and their Veſſels varicoſe. 
BEING called in ſome Time after, upon the Deceaſe of the 
Surgeon who attended him, I found the Tumour as juſt men- 
tioned, and the Spermatic Chord much thickened and indu- 
” | T _ rated 
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rated.” He had taken for ſome Time; by the Direction ef his 
Phyſician, the Extract of Hemlock. Fomentations and Cata- 
plaſms of the ſame Herb were applied to the Part; but 
theſe, and other Applications apes My on "OP 


were of no Service. 


- Trax: ſuperior. Part os the — at Times felt Wa * 
yielded to Preſſure in ſome Neſpect like an old Hydrocele, 


where the Tunica Vaginalis is conſiderably thickened, and 


fully diſtended; with Water; but this was always the more 


remarkable in Proportion to the Number of Stools he had 


in a Day. 

TE. only Chance of Relief tetafiies heathen bread 
was Caſtration ; but from this there was little Probability of 
Succeſs, as his fallow Countenance, aduſt dry Habit, fre- 
quent Cholics, and hectic Diſpoſition too ſtrongly indicated 
a conſtitutional Affection. The little Hopes he could there- 


fore form from the manual Part of Surgery, or from the 


internal Uſe of the Hemlock, which had been long con- 
tinued, determined him in the Reſolution of ſubmitting to 
his Fate. Some Time after appeared an hard and indolent 
Tumour on the right Side, in the Courſe of the Rectus Muſ- 
cle, which gradually enlarged, and from his emaciated State 
might be — Magn to be within the _—_— of the 
Abdomen. 

Dr RIvII of. a Nourihment by an ebſtinate and almoſt 
continual Vomiting, and tortured by a moſt painful Irritation 
on the Rectum, which no emollient Clyſter could aſſwage, 
he became emaciated to the higheſt Degree, till at laſt quite 
worn out with Pain, and want of due Nouriſhment, he 
died about the fourteenth Month after the firſt Appearance 
of his Complaint. Urox 
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Uron examining the Tumour in Scroto after his Deceaſe, 


it proved to be entirely, made up of the enlarged Teſticle, 
without the leaſt Drop of a Fluid, but at the very Centre, 


which even there did not amount to more than a large Spoon- 
ful; the Tunica Vaginalis adhering.to the Albuginea through 


its whole Extent. The Body -of the Teſticle was degene- 
rated into ſuch a putrid rotten Maſs, that, before it was 
laid bare, it yielded to the Touch like a Bladder, three fourths 
filled with Water, which Alteration it very remarkably. ſuf- 


fered 1 in the laſt. Week of. his Illneſs. When divided from 


the 8 permatic Chord it weighed one Pound fourteen Ounces. 
The Epididimis was conſiderably enlarged, and diſſolved into 
the laſt State of Rottenneſs, and was the Cauſe of that de- 
ceitful Feel, which induced us to ſuſpect a Fluid there. The 
left Teſticle was retracted from the Scrotum u up into . the 
Groin, and was perfectly ſound. 

Tun Tumour in the Abdomen took up the whole right Hy- 
pogaſtrium, and when carefully ſeparated from the Inteſtines, 
which ſurrounded it, and in many Places were cloſely at- 


tached to it, proved to be the Pancreas, fo enlarged as to 


weigh three Pounds. It was exactly in a ſimilar State with 
the Teſticle. As it increaſed in Size, it had connected itſelf 
to the Stomach, which in its Deſcent it had dragged down- 
wards, and from whence probably aroſe thoſe continual Vo- 
mitings, which in the latter Part of his Life were ſo N 
troubleſome to him. 

Tur Liver and Spleen did not appear at all diſeaſed, but 
the Inteſtines were in general much inflamed. The Glands 
of the Meſentery were confiderably enlarged and ſchirrous. 


T 2 CASE 


— WE * rr N — 


% 
1 


A 4 © "RO - — 4 * FS * 
2 — W 
gene 10 n Sr cat rel ow n, 
va . p 


140 PATHOLOGICAL INQUIRIES. 


oo 
: ” . * 
4 - 


0 As E K. 


An INDUBATION of the CELLULAR, MEMBRANE in the 


SeroTUM. CO. 


P. aged fifty-five, trait me 1e upon an Enlargement 
of his Scrotum, which, from working and lying in a 
cold damp Room, had gradually encreaſed in the Space of 


two Months to the Size of a Child's Head. In the former 
Part of his Life he had lived very irregularly, and at Times 


had ſchrophulous Enlargements of the Glands, as well i in his 


Neck as.in other Parts of the Body, which upon coming 


to Suppuration had in different Times got well. 


Von examining the Tumour at the anterior Part, it felt 
Hard and firm, and reſiſted the Touch very differently from 


every other Swelling I had. before met with. In the poſte- 
rior Part it was much ſofter, and the more ſo-as it approached 
the Perineum. Though it yielded to Preſſure. it recovered 


Itſelf immediately, preſerved its natural. Heat and Colour, 


and was only troubleſome to him by its Size. Within a 
little Time after I firſt ſaw. him, he was attacked. with a 


Fever, which in a few Days put an End to his Life. 


I got Leave to examine the Tumour, and found it to. be 


an Induration of the Cellular Membrane, without tlie. leaſt 


Collection of Water in any of its Cells, or Appearance of any 
other Diſeaſe. The Teſticles were perfectly ſound, and the 
Tunica Vegi in a very natural moiſt State. 


CASE 


i 
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CAS Ex 
Au ULCERATION of the TIBIA from an internal Cauſe. 


A 


7 on thirty Years of Age, had for ſome Time 


ſeized with a very troubleſome Pain in her Stomach. The 


Plaiſter was then pulled off, and.ſhe ſoon grew eaſy. For 
Experiment Sake it was again applied, and the Pain returned 
as troubleſome as before. Other Applications were then 


made uſe of, but to no Purpoſe, and an Inciſion was made 


down to the Bone, the whole Length of the Tumour. . The 
Lips of the Wound ſeparating pretty widely as the Digeſ- 
tion came on, I obſerved the Surface of the Bone to 
look very red, and upon touching it, it was ſoft as Fleſh. 
In a Day or two it began to ulcerate, and in a little Time 
was ſo deſtroyed by Suppuration, that a conſiderable Cavity 
was formed i in it, which daily. grew. deeper. and wider. The 
poor Woman all this while ſuffered the moſt excruciating 


Pain, which nothing would conquer, grew very hectic, and 
her Life appeared i in the moſt imminent Danger. Ampu- 
tation was then propoſed to her, which ſhe abſolutely re- 
fuſed, chuſing rather to yield to the Conſequences of keep- . 
ing her Leg on. From this Time ſhe daily grew worſe, . 
and about the End of the third Month expired. 


been troubled with a Pain in her Leg, upon and about- 
the middle Part of the Tibia. When ſhe applied for Relief, 
the Part affected appeared to be enlarged,” and felt as tho 
occaſioned by a thickened Perioſteum. A Mercurial Plaiſter 
was therefore applied, but in a few Hours afterwards ſhe was 
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AY 5 XU. 


| On a SUPPURATION of rag Loves All a Wound in 


IR Tlie 19CALP. n 


HE following Caſe was communicated to me by Mr. 

' Ruſſell, an eminent Surgeon, of Worceſter, as it ſeemed 

to render the Opinion, I had before advanced, doubtful, that 

Suppurations in the Viſcera after Wounds of the Head pro- 
ceeded from a local Affection. 

Ai. P. twenty-ſix Years of Age, in 1744, was (ized with 

a violent Pain in her Head, attended with Epileptic Fits, 


which after ſome Continuance produced a Gutta Serena. Af- 
ter ſuffering theſe Complaints for a Year and a Half, ſhe 
was admitted into St. George's Hoſpital. The Fits had for 
ſome Time left her, and ſhe was now only capable of diſtin- 
guiſhing Night from Day. Triangular Inciſions were made 
behind each Ear, and the Additamentum Squamoſum laid 
bare about the Breadth of a Six-pence by eraſing the Peri- 


cranium, at the ſame Time Blood was taken from the 
Temporal Artery to the Amount of eight Ounces, and Vo- 
mits and Calomel Purges were ordered twice every Week. 
ON the tenth Day ſhe had violent Rigors, on the twelfth 
Fever and Pain in her Side, and on the ſeventeenth died. 
On opening the Skull a little thick Matter was found on 


the Dura Mater immediately under the Part where the Inci- 
ſion was made *, that Membrane ſeemed alſo thickened. A 
little above was a ſmall Spot of Pus upon the Cerebrum, 
underneath which was a Diſcoloration. The lateral Ven- 


See Note to Page 37, 1 
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tricles were diſtended with Serum to the Quantity of Half 
a Pint in each. In the fore Part of one of them was a dark 
| hard coloured Fungus. The Optic Nerves had loſt their 
uſual Plumpneſs, and were very ſmall and lax. ' All the Viſ- 
_ cera in the Thorax and Abdomen were ſound, except the 
. mie which there was a very large Abſceſs. 

Brok we draw our Concluſions from ſuch Caſes as the 
preſent, we muſt determine whether the Abſceſs is produced 
by the Injury committed to the Scalp, or to the Brain. Prac- 
titioners daily obſerve, that Wounds of the Scalp, even tho 
conſiderable, if the Cranium or its Contents have not been 
at the ſame Time injured, are never attended with any Con- 


ſequences, but what may be obſerved: in fimilar Accidents: - 
of other fleſhy Parts. The Wound therefore heals up in 


a proportional Time to the Degree of Laceration. Indeed 
to ſuppoſe that the Scalp is any- ways inſtrumental in pro- 
ducing. ſuch Collections of Matter in the Viſcera, we muſt 


allow of a Metaſtaſis, which very many Caſes in this Point 


ſtron gly contradict. Bertrandi, Andouille, and Pouteau, tell us, 


that Abſceſſes have been found in the Livers of Patients, who 
died of an Apoplexy or Coma, when there neither was nor 


had been any Suppuration in the Head: And many Inſtances 
might be brought to prove that they have been met with at 
a very conſiderable Time after the Wounds of the Head have 


been entirely healed. Theſe are ſtrong Circumſtances. to con- 


tradict the Opinion of a Metaſtaſis and to induce us to look 
for ſome other Cauſe of ſuch Collections. 

I have before offered a Query, whether the Suppuration in 
the Liver is not produced thro' an Irritation of its Veſſels by 


means of the Nerves: from the':diſeaſed State of the Brain. 
Further 


> 
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Further Reflection confirms this more ſtrongly ; and if the 
Caſe juſt now related may be deemed relative to the Subject 
before conſidered, we can.only ſuppoſe that the Liver was diſ- 
eaſed from that diſordered State of the Brain, of which there 
were ſo many Symptoms when the Patient was alive, and 
which was ſo evident upon examining it after her Deceaſe. 
PARTICULAR Parts are we know affected by Wounds 
of their Nerves; Secretions are increaſed and diminiſhed, 
though in an unaccountable Manner, by the Impreflion of 
particular Objects on our Senſes. With equal Propriety 
may we therefore reaſon, and Facts ftrongly ſupport. the 
Opinion, that that Influence of the Nerves, which is neceſ-- 
fary for the regular Performance of the Functions of parti- 
cular Parts, by being depraved may be productive of the moſt 
terrible Diſorders. Vomiting * is a general Attendant on 
an injured Brain, and is certainly occaſioned by a ſtimulating 
Power which excites the Stomach to contract and expel its 
Contents. Thus too a diſeaſed Affection communicated from 
the Brain to the Nerves of the Liver, may ſo injure the Func- 
tions of the Plexus Hepaticus, as, by diſturbing the Circula- 
tion thro' that Viſcus, to produce Obſtructions, which unre- 
ſolved may give Riſe to Inflammation and its Conſequences. 
And fince the Soundneſs of this Viſcus, and the Regularity of 
the Circulation thro' it is ſo eſſential to Health, what Wonder, 
if ſuch an Affection ſhould in a remarkable Manner occaſion 
other Complaints, which have proved ſo ſpeedily fatal +. 


See Van Swieten, in Boerk, Aph. 267. Vomitum Bilis, &c, + Pouteau's Caſe. 


